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SENATE BILL NO. 45
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATCRS FHILLIFS. IHIfid, Ky, Millr, Pnan, Sap

miice: 138
Refanet HS, AN

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to persons under 21 years of age; providing for designation of

‘safe homes' for runaway minors; and providing for an effective date.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; INTENT, (a) The legislature finds that licensed
programs for runaway minors need not be the only sources of government-encouraged
assistance for runaway minors. There exist many concerned citizens in the state who, with
appropriate oversight and certain limitations of their liability, would volunteer to assist
runaway minors in their private residences. It would be in the public interest to encourage
properly qualified private citizens to seek designation of their homes as "safe homes" where
runaway minors could seek temporary, short-term shelter and other care.

(b) It is the intent of legislature that the Department of Health and Social Services,
in implementing secs. 16 - 19 of this Act, adopt regulations under which interested nonprofit
corporations could be approved by the department for the purpose of designating “safe

homes.”  Oversight of the safe homes by the nonprofit corporations and the state should
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involve [€SS regulation then it required for licensed programs for runaways under
AS 47.10310 While stir requiring (he homes to meet health and safety standards designed to
protect the runaway Minor In the safe home.

* Sec. 2. AS 09.53.590(a) is amended to read:

(@) A minor who is a resident of this state and is at least 16 years of age. who
is living separate and apart from the parents or guardian of the minor, capable of
sc!f*support and of managing one's own financial affairs, or the legal custodian of
such a minor, may petition the superior court to have the disabilities of minority
removed for limited or general purposes.

* Sec. 3. AS 09.55.590(b) is amended to read:

(b) A minor or the legal custodian of a minor nwirHiUEg |THIS) petition

under this section in e NEN® of 1€ minor.
* Sec. 4. AS 09.55.590(c) is amaobd o reed
(c) The petition Tar renovdl of didlities of mirarity mst Sae (]
(D) the name, agp adrescaeactess of e minor (FETTTIONER);
) the name aUTaddress of eech IMIng aET;
@ tre rane ad abies of te gadan of tre s ad tre
gadand treestale, ifany;
@ tre ressrs vy renod Wald e intre best intarest of tre minor
(CHILD); and
G) tre puposs far wid ieod issagt
* Sec. 5. AS 09.55.590(d) is amended to read:

(d) The person who institutes a petition under this section (PETITIONER]
M obtain the consent of each living parent or guardian having control of the person
or property of the minor (PETITIONER). If the person who IS to consent to the
petition is unavailable or the whereabouts of that person are unknown, or if a parent
or guardian unreasonably withholds consent, the court, acting in the best interest of |[*C
minor (PETITIONER], may waive this requirement of consent as to that parent or
guardian.

* Sec. 6. AS 09.55.590(e) is amended to read:

(e) The court may appoint an attorney or a guardian ad litem to represent the
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interests of the minor [PETITIONER] at the hearing. Appointment of an attorney or
guardian ad litem shall be made in accordance with AS 25.24.310.
* Sec. 7. AS 09.55.590(0 is amended to read:

(0 The aUt may renOe tre dsalities of mimity as recpested in the
petitian if foud o ke in tre et inarest of tre minor [FETITIONER), dfter a
hearing Tre renod nay b far gererd ounoosss ar tre linted punposes soedified
intre chase

*sec. 8. AS 1151130(3) isamackd to reed

@ Apsnaomits tre aine of coninbuting o te clingLenoy of aminor
if, leirg 19 years of agp ar Aoy, e M aids, induces, causes, or encourages a
child

(1) |ADS INDUCES, CALEES, (R ENOOURAGES ACHLO]
uthri8yearsof ap todbay att pdilated hy S22 lav

@ (RFEAD

S ACs INDUCES CALEES (RENCOLRAGES ACHLD) udlr
18 years of ap toater ar reain inte ssne raamina kuilding were te ulanfu
sde of achwy cours

B (REG RFEAD

® ADS INDUCES CALEES RENCOURAGES ACHLD] uder
16yers of ap 0 ke (ABSENT FROM THE OLBTCDY CF A PARANT,
QUARDIAN CROLBTCDIAN (R TOBE] reetedly absart fromsdhod, without
just cauBe or

(4) under 18 years of age to be absent from the custody of a parent,
izuardian. or custodian without just cause, unless the child’s disabilities of
minority have been removed for general purposes under AS 09.55.590 or the

person has immunity under AS 47.10.398(a),
*Sc 9 AS 116.220@) is aveckd tored

@ Apsmoomits tre aine of msood.d indving wegpos intre fifth
Ceyee if tre s
(h I«mrrdy [POBESES a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary
podetkife aracEfersve g Tk IS concealed on the person;
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(2) knowingly possesses a loaded firearm on te XS in any place
where intoxicating liquor is sold for consumption on the premises;

(3) being a person [AN UNEMANCIPATED MINOR] under 21 [16]
years of age, possesses a firearm WWIOLE te written aOreat of a et ar guardian
of the person [MINORY];

@ kroargly possessss a fiream

A o a cfersve Wegon within tre gaudk of ar ana
parkirg lat inmediately adiacant toa pudic ar privele presdodl, denentary,
jrior high o sochry sthod witht tre: penission of tre chief
admnstrative officer of te sdhod o ddtrict a e desigee of tre dhief
adminstrainve officer, eayt tret a psn 22 years of age a dolr nay
[POBESS

() an unlcecd firamintre tuk of a notor venide
a aasd inadosed cotairer ina ot veide
() acHersive vegooT ar

® within tre gounds of or an a parking et inrediately C
adert © a cater, otrer ten a pivele resickne, licersd. undly
AS 4736010 -47.35075 ar recoyized by tre feckd govement far trecare
of dlden [(R

G) jpossessss o trargoarts a switddack ar a grauty kiife or

61 with criminal negligence sells or delivers or offers to sell or
deliver a firearm to a person under 21 years of age without the written consent

of a parent or guardian of the person.

*sec. 10 As 126203(f)(D) is ameced o reed

€)) "ootnluting o the cHlinguency of aminor” mearns a conviction far
avidation ar ateped vidatiors of As 11.51130(@) [as 115L130(@X), (), or
O] famer AS 1140130, ar tre lans of aather jurisdiction if the offense would
hae len a aine inthis sate udr As 115L130(a) [As 11.51.130ax I (3). oR
®)] o fomer AS 1140130 if committed intre state;

*sec. 11 As 2310300 iSamended Dy adding a new subsection to read;
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(f) Amin far whomtre didalities of minority have not been removed for O
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general purposes under AS 09.55.590 may 'tk ke empoyed ar dloned tovark
(1) witihout tre wwitten pemissian of tre minar's legd asstodian ar
(2) dter 10:.00 pm antte Night before sdod s insesION Uless tre
minr hes gadlAied framssoochry sdod o ilsequndlet honever, aminor udhr
16 years of e nay ot ke epoyed o vwark dter 900 o'dak inte evenig &8
odcd inAS 2310340
*sec. 12. As AFAND) is aveokd o reed

(O Adate gy ar itsagpnts induding a pason warking inar regoorside
far tre qoaration of a foster, recaving ar citarntion hong, ar dhildrerts irstitutian is
it lisde for tre adts of urenadpeted minors infits darge ar astody Adate
apy o an apnt of a state agency. induding a nonprofit conporation thet
cesigates safe hores unckr AS 471032 - 4710309 ad enpoyess of or
valuntears with thet: corporation, is ot liade for the adts of a minor deltered in
asafe hore as cefired in AS 47,1030,

*Sc 13 AS4710 is averckd by acding rewsedtias to reed

ARTIAE4A SAFE HOMES KR RINAAAY MINCRS

S 471032 (ERNACATE REQURD Apiete resice nay it ke
hdd aut pUdidy as asafe hone lar ruranay mimas unless tre resicne

(1) iscsigetedasale hone byaroadit caporation et is licrsd
tonae tre dsigation uchr AS 47.36.085 ad
() hesavdlid pamit framtre dgartnat Sgfying tret cesigration

Sec 4710304 CFERATION OF SAFE HOME. () Asdle hone nay ot
ddte a ruangy minor far noe tren 2.en days unless tre dgoartnat dtemines
[ig;

(D tre mnor istre et of ecgtiad arounstanoess, ar
() adther guaquiate Sty is it awaildde for tre mno.

O Tre povdy of asale hone Sl paptly ifamte dgartnat of a
gy minor intre hoe wWo dains o ke tre vidimof dnild dause o negledt, &5
cHfired In AS 47.17.290, ar wamtre prodchr hes ressaratde cauee to gt hes
leen a vidimof dild douse ar egect

© Tre povde of asafe hoe el nake good fath effarts toesure tat
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notice of the minor's presence in a safe home is given to the minor's legal custodian
as soon as possible after the minor is admitted to the home. The notice need not
specify the location of the safe home. The provider may give the notice, or the
provider may request the appropriate law enforcement d03TY to give the notice. If
requested by the provider, the law enforcement agm/shail make good faith efforts
to give the notice required under ths osttion

Se 47103% CONADENTIALITY,  If tre chartnent recpires recod
keeping ky asaie hone ar by a ot caporation tret is licensed todsigreie e
hones, reaadh of tre e ad tre roqadiit caporaion tet ickntify a uranay
minor W bes en deitared ina sie hoe ar bes gt esslae frana sie
hone ac aofichtid ad ae it Uget © irgedian a apyirg Ul
AS 025110 -BAB120 unless

(1) after being informed of the minor’s right to privacy, the minor
consents in writing to the disclosure of the records;

(2) the records are relevant to an investigation or proceeding involving
child abuse or neglect or a child in need of aid petition; or

(3) disclosure of the records is necessary ta protect the life or health
of the minor.

Sec. 4710338 IMMULNITY FROMLIABILITY (@ A person in a safe
home, or in a home for which an application to be designated a safe home is being
considered by a nonprofit corporation licensed for that purpose by the department, that
is operated in a manner that is consistent with AS 471032 - 471039 and
regulations adopted under those sections is not criminally liable under
AS 11.51.130(a)(4)

O Bt & poidd in © of ths sdtion tre povickr of asdfe hone, o
of a hone far wiidh an gydication o ke desigrated asafe hone s being aorsickred
by a romadit capoaian garoed for tet pupoe by te dgartnet, ad tre
nmeners of tre podce’s houssdd dfer trena ruranay minar, are it lidde for
oMl dinagss ss a et of anadt ar amssan

(1) in admitting or refusing to admit a runaway minor to the home; or

) byammangy mnorwWois sheltered iNthe home.
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1 (c) The provisions of (b) of this section do not preclude liability for civil

2 damages as a result of recklessness or intentional misconduct.

3 Sec. 47.10.399. DEFINITIONS. In AS 47.10.392 -47.10.399,

4 (1) "runaway minor” has the meaning given in AS 47.10.390;

5 (2) "safe home" nwrsam'\ae resSicEe whose Iegd occupant agrees
6 o ddta; witot conpansation a rurangy minor aoogated ino tre resicee by tre

7 lecHl ooyt ad tret

5 (@ s ret sSmuitareosly licrsed uchr AS 4710310 5 a
9 poyamfar ruravay niros

10 ®) hes leen dsigreted asafe hone by a ot carporatian
11 licreed for tret punpoee uchr AS 47.36085 ad

1 © hesapemit issed by tre chartnent uckr AS 4736086

13 *Se 14 AS4710141(b) is aveckd o reed

u © Apesce dficer Sl tHe ino protective aLstodya ninor desariled in @)

15 of this sedtion if tre minor is ot atherwiise SUgect oarest ar ctartion Tre peace
16 officer srell horor the miror's preference 1o (1) retum tre niror o tre legl austodian
17 if te legel austooian aorsats o tre retum (@ e tre minor o a reary location
ayed o by te mnor ad tre led astodan a (@ ke tre minr o an difice
geafied by tre Dyeartnant of Helth ad Sodd Sevicss, a progam for ruranay
minas licrssd by e cgartnat udlr AS 4710310, a safe home that has a

21 permit from the department under AS 47.35.085 that agrees to shelter the minor.
22 a a fadlity o aotract agpoy of the cartn@t I an office specified by the
23 ot alicanssd progamfar ruranay minars a safe home that will accept the
24 mn, a a fadlity o aotradt agpoy of te dyartnat does rat edst in the
25 acnmmunity; tre officer 9l ke tre minor toaotrer sUitade lacatianand promptly

26 rdtify the cioartnat A minor unohr [rotective ALBtd may not be housed in a jail
2/ a dier cHation fa:llrly Immdaely YN taking aMmIr into protective custody,

BB &

28 tre dficr Sl adi<e the minor orally and in writing of the right to social services
29 uoh As 47.10.142(b), and, if known, the officer shall advise the legal custodian that
30 e miror hes e taken into protective custody and that counseling services for the
31 custodian and the minor’s household are available under AS 47.10.142(b),
SB0045h - SB 45
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1 * See. 15. AS 47.10.142(b) is amended to read:

2 (b) A minor who has left home and is evading the person having legal custody
3 of the minor may obtain the services of the department. The department shall assess
4 the situation and furnish the minor with the S00d SBVIGES It OIS appropriate to
5 protect the well-being of the MO ad O presane tre MINOF's family life if
4 preserving it is considered desirable UCH TR ArOUNSEAITES. The department shall
7 also offer counseling services to the person having legal custody of the minor and
8 to the members of the minor’s household if it determines that counseling services
9 would be appropriate in the situation. [f, a‘lerrgtresitmjm cmsiden'rg
10 trewishes of e m'rU, offering counseling services to the legal custodian and the
1 minor’s household, ad fumising gaaquiae sooad SBICES to the minor, e
12 chartnet cosich's it recessary, tre ciartnant nay teke energeoy astody of e
13 min.

14 *Sc 160 AS47.3HB00 isaveced o reed

5 Sec 473600 LICENSE AR FERMIT REQUIRED FOR CERTAIN CARE
16 FAQLITIES A persn nay o, witrout a liceree ar pemit tocb s

17 (D nainainar aaold, for nore ten 0 days, alboarding hone, foster
18 hove gayp hone irstitution o ather dace far te regdar reogation ar care o
19 dhilden udlr 16 years of age, ar a foster g, group hone, ar irstitutiaon far tre
20 care of chenchrt adlits (R
21 (@ ear intre huEiness of receving ar canng far dhilden uclr 14
22 years of ag with o without coparsation ina rusary in wadh five ar more
23 dhildren rat rlated by dood ar mamiage, or lecdl adtion totre owrer, qoeratr, ar
24 manecer of te uainess are lodpd or
o) (3> hold out publicly that the person’s residence is a safe home for
5 runaway minors.
Z *Sc 17, AS413 isamaced by acding a rewwssction o reed
8 Sc 4736080 SAHE HOMES FOR RUNAWAY MINORS,  (a) The
2 chartmat ddl adyt regulatiars uohr Wiich anonprofit corporation may apply for
g0 a licree todSigae ad sypevise safe homes for runaway minors.
3 O Tre dgartnat ddl Ao adyd regulations setting health @ safety
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standards for safe homes. TNe reguiations actjted udhr this susaction mst

(1) involve less reguation tren is recLired for rayan's for runaways
licensed under AS 47.10.310 ad fostar homes licarssd uchr this dgater;

(2) provide et trey il ke enforoed by persors licereed urdkr @) of
this Saction et as provdckd in (@) of this ssdtia ad

(3) reuire treta nojardit coporation licensed uchr (8) of thisssdian
irgoect tre safe hones, perfomarinirel bedgraund dhedks o s resicits, kep
recarck, ad neet ather recuimats aly © te edat tet trey ac ressay O
esure tre hedth ad safety of @ runaway minor in the home.

(c) If a person licensed under (a) of this section certifies to the department that
a home meets the standards set under (b) of this section, the department shall issue the
hore a permit authorizing it to be a safe home for runaway minors. The permit may
not be transferred to a different facility or owner.

(d) Upon notice from a person licensed under (a) of this section that a safe
home is not in compliance with AS 47.10.392 - 47.10.399 or the regulations of the
department adopted under (b) of this section, the department may revoke a permit
issued under this subsection or modify it to provisional status. The department shall
give written notice of revocation or modification under this subsection at least 30 days
before the effective date of the action. However, if the health or well-being of a child
is in jeopardy, the revocation or modification action is effective immediately upon the

issuance of written notice by the department.

30 18 AS47.35.100(a) is amended to read:

(@ Without a license issued Q/ the department in accordance with its

regulations a person may not operate an QY O ay of tre fdloamry

services:

(1)tre pecnert of dhildren for foster e care

@ tre ganert of drildren for actptiany [OR)

@irohvicld ard faily couredling or

(@ dksigration and supenvision of safe homes for runaway minors
uncer AS 47.36.085,

30 19 AS 47.35.9(H) is anaobd by acbigrewparaygd s to reed
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— 1. suBssauEcssi

(7) "runaway minor" has the meaning given in AS 47.10.390;
(N "safe home for runaway minors” or "safe home"™ means a private
residence whose legal occupant agrees to shelter, without compensation, a runaway
minor accented into the residence, subject to the limitations imposed under this chapter
and AS 47.10.392 - 47.10.399.
Sec. 20. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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