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A B IL L  

F O R  AN A CT E N T IT L E D

1 "A n  A ct re la tin g  to  tem p o ra ry  tra n s fe rs  o f  com m ercial fisheries  e n try  p e rm its ."

2 BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A :

3 * Section  I . FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

4 (1) current law relating to the em ergency transfers o f  lim ited  entry perm its

5 does not adequately address the concerns o f com m ercial fisherm en w ho are  65 years o f  age

6 or o lder and suffer from  age-related physical disabilities;

7 (2) com m ercial fisherm en 65 years o f  age o r older w ho, because o f m edical

8 problem s, can no longer participate in physically dem anding com m ercial fisheries should not

9 be forced to sell their perm its, but instead should be allowed to transfer them  to younger

10 individuals and to plan for them selves an orderly transition from  active com m ercial fishing

11 to retirem ent;

12 (3) com m ercial fisherm en 65 years o f  age o r older, w ho suffer from  physical

13 disabilities, should be allowed to participate in the fisheries in a less strenuous m anner,

14 thereby im parting the knowledge gained from  m any years o f  experience to  younger fisherm en;
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(4) 65 years o f  age is the established age o f  retirem ent in ou r society and  the 

qualifying age for a large num ber o f  program s fo r senior citizens;

(5) com m ercial fisherm en do not have an established retirem ent system ;

(6) allowing lim ited entry permit holders w ho are 65 years o f age o r  o lder to 

transfer a permit from year-to-year will enable m any young Alaskans with low incom es to 

participate in com m ercial fishing as gear operators and give them  the opportunity to  acquire 

the capital necessary to purchase their ow n limited entry perm its;

(7) allowing all lim ited entry perm it holders to  transfer a perm it from  year-to- 

year would result in speculation in fisheries entry perm its by individuals w ho purchase perm its 

with the intention o f  living o ff the incom e generated by o ther individuals w ho actually operate 

the permits; such a practice would be disruptive to the com m ercial fishing industry and  should 

not be allowed;

(8) com m ercial fisherm en who have participated in a specific fishery fo r 10 

years or more are bona fide com m ercial fishermen who have invested considerable tim e and 

money in the commercial fishing industry and who have dem onstrated their com m itm ent to 

commercial fishing as a livelihood and a profession.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.43.180 is am ended by adding a new subsection to read:

(c) The com m ission shall adopt regulations providing for the tem porary 

transfer from year-to-year o f an entry permit if the perm it holder is a t least 65 years 

of age, has participated in the fishery for which the permit is issued for at least 10 

years, and is unable to participate in the fishery for m edical reasons.
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