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CS  F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T IT U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 128(FIN )

IN TH E LEG ISLA TU RE OF TH E STA TE O F A LA SK A  

EIGH TEEN TH LEG ISLA TU RE - SECO N D  SESSIO N 

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 2/11/94 
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES B.DAVIS, Toohey

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 "A n A ct re la tin g  to  p a te rn ity  d e te rm in a tio n s  an d  ack n o w led g em en ts ."

2 BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A :

3 * Section  1. AS 18.50 is am ended by adding a new section to  read:

4 Sec. 18.50.165. A C K N O W LED G EM EN T O F  PA T E R N IT Y ; FORM S, (a) S

5 The state registrar shall prepare a form for use in acknow ledging  paternity under

6 A S 25.20.055. The form  m ust include

7 (1) a statem ent that the m an who signs the form  is acknow ledging that ~

8 the m an is the natural father o f the child nam ed in the form  and that the m an assum es

9 the parental duty o f support o f  that child; ' v  ah':.

10 (2) the address and social security num ber o f  both parents o f  the ch ild  %

11 nam ed in the form ;

12 (3) signature lines for both parents; and

13 (4) a signature line for either a w itness o r notary public.

14 (b) The registrar shall distribute copies o f  the form
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1 section to each hospital in the state, to each physician in the state whose practice

2 includes attendance at births, to each nurse-m idwife and direct-entry m idwife in the

3 state, and to each other interested person in the state w ho requests copies o f the form.

4 (c) A com pleted form prepared under (a) o f this section is presum ptive

5 evidence o f a parent and child relationship betw een the man signing the form  and the

6 child nam ed in the form if the form is signed by the m an and the child’s natural

7 m other and w itnessed by a person qualified to take acknowledgem ents under

8 AS 09.63.010 or other competent adult witness.

9 (d) The state registrar shall keep on file all form s acknowledging paternity that

10 are subm itted to the registrar under AS 25.20.055.

11 * Sec. 2. AS 25.20.050 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

12 (g) A default judgm ent shall be entered against the defendant in an action

13 where paternity is contested upon

14 (1) a showing that process was served on the defendant as required

15 under applicable state law and court rules;

16 (2) a showing that the defendant has failed to appear at a hearing in the

17 action or has failed to respond within a reasonable period o f  time as specified in court

18 rules; and

’ y (3) any additional showing determ ined necessary by the court.

20 (h) The court in a paternity action shall give full faith and credit to a

21 determ ination o f paternity m ade by another state, w hether established through

22 voluntary acknowledgm ent or through adm inistrative or judicial procedures.

23 * Sec. 3. AS 25.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

24 Sec. 25.20.055. EARLY A C K N O W LED G EM EN T OF PA TERN ITY

25 PROGRAM , (a) When a birth occurs to an unm arried wom an in a hospital or en

26 route to a hospital to which the wom an is later adm itted, the hospital shall ensure that

27 a s ta ff m em ber

28 (1) meets with the woman before release from the hospital; *

29 (2) attempts to meet with the father o f the unmarried w om an’s child,

30 if possible;

31 (3) presents to the mother and, if  possible, the father, a pam phlet o r ‘
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1 statement regarding the rights and responsibilities o f a natural parent; the Departm ent

2 o f Health and Social Services shall prepare this pam phlet and distribute cop ies o f it

3 to each hospital in the state, to each physician in the state whose practice includes

4 attendance at births, to each nurse-m idw ife and direct-entry midwife in the state, and

5 to other interested persons in the state w ho request copies;

6 (4) provides to the m other and, if possible, the father, all forms,

7 statements, or agreem ents necessary to voluntarily establish a parent and child

8 relationship, including an acknow ledgem ent o f paternity form prepared under

9 AS 18.50.165;

10 (5) on request o f the m other and father, assists the father in com pleting

11 specific forms, statem ents, or agreem ents necessary to establish a parent and child

12 relationship between the father and the child; and

13 (6) on request of the m other and father, mails a com pleted voluntary

14 acknowledgem ent o f  paternity form to the state registrar for filing under AS 18.50.165.

15 (b) W hen a birth occurs to an unm arried w om an who is not in a hospital for

16 the birth nor adm itted to a hospital imm ediately after the birth, and the birth is

17 attended by a physician, nurse-m idwife, or direct-entry m idwife, the physician, nurse-

18 midwife, or direct-entry m idwife shall perform  the duties described in (a)(2) - (6) of

19 this section or ensure that an agent perform s those duties.

20 (c) When a birth occurs in a situation that is not covered by either (a) or (b)

21 of this section, any adult may, upon request o f the father and mother, assist them in

22 filing a voluntary acknow ledgem ent o f paternity form with the state registrar under

23 AS 18.50.165.

24 * Sec. 4. AS 25.27.040 is am ended by adding a new subsection to read:

25 (c) W hen the agency is a party in an action in which paternity is contested, the

26 agency shall move for a default judgm ent in a case that m eets the conditions specified

27 in AS 25.20.050(g).
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