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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

)Y REPRESENTATIVES NAVARRE, Kubina, Brown, Ellis, Moyer, Ulmer, Koponen, Finkelstein

Introduced: 2/20/91
Referred: Resources, Judiciary

A RESOLUTION
Relating to economic and scientific data developed as a result of the Exxon Valdez

litigation.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS many parties to the civil and criminal actions arising out of the March 1989 oil spill
caused by the grounding of the Exxon Valdez have, as a result of the litigation, generated substantial
economic and scientific studies of the results of the spill; and

WHEREAS those studies are of great interest to the public, especially to those who were affected
by the spill, those studying the spill, and those trying to develop measures to mitigate possible large
future spills; and

WHEREAS as a matter of public policy, materials produced in litigation should be a matter of
public record, especially when governmental entities are litigants; and

WHEREAS the Alaska Supreme Court ruled in Anchorage School District v. Anchorage Daily
News, 779 P.2d 1191 (Alaska 1989), that the public records disclosure statutes, AS 09.25.110-
09.25.125, overrode a governmental entity’s attempt to make a litigation settlement confidential, thus
making it likely that any confidentiality provisions in an Exxon Valdez settlement would be ruled

illegal,
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