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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 4/23/92 
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MACKIE

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the guided sport Fishery, regulation of sport fishermen, allocation of

2 fishery resources, and the definition of ‘Fishery.’"

3 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 16.05.251(a) is amended to read:

CS F O R  H OUSE BILL NO. 505 (FINANCE)

5 (a) The Board o f Fisheries may adopt regulations it considers advisable in accordance

6 with the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) for

7 (1) setting apart Fish reserve areas, refuges, and sanctuaries in the waters of the

8 state over which it has jurisdiction, subject to the approval of the legislature;

9 (2) establishing open and closed seasons and areas for the taking of Fish; if

10 consistent with resource conservation and development goals, the board may adopt regulations

11 establishing restricted seasons and areas necessary for persons 60 years of age and older to

12 participate in sport, personal use, or subsistence Fishing;

13 (3) setting quotas, bag limits, harvest levels, and sex and size limitations on the

14 taking of fish;
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(4) establishing the means and methods employed in the pursuit, capture, and 

transport of fish;

(5) establishing marking and identification requirements for means used in pursuit, 

capture, and transport of fish;

(6) classifying as commercial fish, sport fish, guided sport fish, personal use fish, 

subsistence fish, or predators or other categories essential for regulatory purposes;

( 7 )  w a t e r s h e d  a n d  h ab i ta t  im p r o v e m e n t ,  and  m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  p r o te c t io n ,  

u s e ,  d i s p o s a l ,  p r o p a g a t i o n ,  a n d  s t o c k in g  o f  f i s h ;

( 8 )  in v e s t i g a t in g  a n d  d e t e rm in i n g  the e x te n t  a n d  e f f e c t  o f  d i s e a s e ,  p r e d a t i o n ,  and  

c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  f i s h  in the  s ta te ,  e x e r c i s i n g  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  the 

r e s o u r c e s  o f  the s ta te ;

( 9 )  p r o h ib i t i n g  a n d  r e g u la t i n g  the  l i v e  c a p tu r e ,  p o s s e s s i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t ,  o r  r e l e a s e  

o f  n a t i v e  o r  e x o t i c  f i s h  o r  th e i r  e g g s ;

( 1 0 )  e s t a b l i s h in g  s e a s o n s ,  a re a s ,  q u o t a s ,  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  h a r v e s t  f o r  a q u a t i c  p la n t s ;

( 1 1 )  e s t a b l i s h in g  the  t im e s  a n d  d a te s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  the is su a n c e  o f  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e s ,  

p e rm i t s ,  and  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  a n d  the  t r a n s f e r  o f  p e rm i t s  and  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a re a s  

is  a l l o w e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  th is  p a r a g r a p h  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  to  p e rm i t s  is su ed  o r  t r a n s f e r r e d  u n d e r  

A S  1 6 . 4 3 ;

( 1 2 )  r e g u la t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l ,  s p o r t ,  g u i d e d  s p o r t ,  s u b s i s te n c e ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  u se  

f i s h i n g  as n e e d ed  f o r  the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  f i s h e r i e s ;

( 1 3 )  r e q u i r i n g ,  in a f i s h e r y ,  o b s e r v e r s  o n  b o a r d  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ,  a s  d e f i n e d  in 

A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 4 7 5 ( d ) ,  th a t  a re  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  the  l a w s  o f  the s ta te , as  d e f i n e d  in  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 4 7 5 ( c ) ,  

a f t e r  m a k in g  a w r i t t e n  d e t e rm in a t i o n  that an  o n - b o a r d  o b s e r v e r  p r o g r a m

( A )  is the  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  d a t a - g a t h e r in g  o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  tha t

f i s h e r y ;

( B )  w i l l  n o t  u n d u ly  d i s ru p t  the f i s h e r y ;

( C )  c an  b e  c o n d u c t e d  a t a r e a s o n a b le  c o s t ;  and

( D )  c an  be  c o o r d in a t e d  w i th  o b s e r v e r  p r o g r a m s  o f  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s ,  

i n c lu d in g  th e  N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e ,  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  

C o u n c i l ,  a n d  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a c i f i c  H a l i b u t  C o m m i s s i o n ;

( 1 4 )  e s t a b l i s h in g  n o n e x c lu s i v e ,  e x c lu s i v e ,  a n d  s u p e r e x c lu s i v e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  u se
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1 areas for regulating commercial fishing;

2 (15) regulating resident or nonresident sport fishermen as needed for the

3 conservation, development, and utilization of fishery resources.

4  *  Sec. 2. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 5 1 ( e )  is  a m e n d e d  to  re a d :

5  ( e )  T h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  may allocate [ S H A L L  E S T A B L I S H  C R I T E R I A  F O R  T H E

6 A L L O C A T I O N  O F ]  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  a m o n g  p e r s o n a l  u se , s p o r t ,  guided sport, a n d  commercial

7  fisheries. The board shall adopt [ F I S H I N G .  T H E ]  c r i t e r i a  for the allocation of fishery

8  resources and shall use the criteria [ M A Y , ]  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  p a r t i c u l a r  a l l o c a t i o n  d e c i s i o n s .

9  The criteria may [ , ]  i n c l u d e  f a c t o r s  su c h  as

10 ( 1 )  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  e a c h  p e r s o n a l  u s e ,  s p o r t ,  guided sport, a nd  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y ;

11 ( 2 )  th e  n u m b e r  o f  r e s id e n t s  a n d  n o n r e s i d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  e a c h  f i s h e r y

1 2  in th e  p a s t  a n d  the  n u m b e r  o f  r e s id e n t s  a n d  n o n r e s i d e n t s  w h o  c a n  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  e x p e c t e d  to

1 3  p a r t i c ip a t e  in the  f u t u r e ;

1 4  ( 3 )  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  e a ch  f i s h e r y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  r e s id e n t s  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  to

1 5  o b t a i n  f i s h  f o r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  f a m i l y  c o n s u m p t i o n ;

1 6  ( 4 )  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  f i s h e r i e s  r e s o u r c e s ;

1 7  ( 5 )  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  e a c h  f i s h e r y  to  the e c o n o m y  o f  the s ta te ;

1 8  ( 6 )  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  e a ch  f i s h e r y  to  the e c o n o m y  o f  the r e g i o n  a n d  l o c a l  a re a

1 9  in w h i c h  the  f i s h e r y  is  lo c a t e d ;

2 0  (7) th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  e a ch  f i s h e r y  in p r o v i d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r

2 1  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  n o n r e s i d e n t s .

2 2  *  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 9 4 0 ( 1 2 )  is r e p e a le d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to  read :

2 3  ( 1 2 )  " f i s h e r y "  m e a n s  a s p e c i f i c  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  a r e a  in w h i c h  a  s p e c i f i c  f i s h e r y

2 4  r e s o u r c e  is t a k e n  w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  t y p e  o f  g e a r ;  h o w e v e r ,  the  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  m a y  d e s ig n a t e  a

2 5  f i s h e r y  to  i n c lu d e  m o r e  than  o n e  s p e c i f i c  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  a re a ,  t y p e  o f  g e a r ,  o r  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e ;

2 6  in  th i s  p a r a g r a p h

2 7  ( A )  " g e a r "  m e a n s  th e  s p e c i f i c  a p p a ra t u s  u s e d  in the h a r v e s t  o f  a f i s h e r y

2 8  r e s o u r c e ;  a n d

2 9  ( B )  " t y p e  o f  g e a r "  m e a n s  an  i d e n t i f i a b l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  g e a r  a n d  m a y

3 0  in c lu d e

3 1  ( i )  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e  r e g u la t i o n s  a r e  a d o p t e d  b y  the
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Board of Fisheries or for which separate gear licenses were required by former 

AS 16.05.550 - 16.05.630; and

(ii) distinct subclassifications of gear such as "power" troll gear 

and "hand" troll gear or sport gear and guided sport gear;
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