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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/12/92
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES ULMER, Grussendorf, Koponen, G.Phillips

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the wildlife conservation tag and to entry onto state game and

2 wildlife sanctuaries, state game refuges, state range areas, and fish and game critical

3 habitat areas; and providing for an effective date."

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

5 * Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

6 (1) the diversity of wildlife species in Alaska and the size of Alaska make wildlife

7 management extremely expensive;

8 (2) the growth in Alaska’s human population has placed pressure upon wildlife habitat

9 and wildlife populations and has increased demand for use and appreciation of wildlife;

10 (3) the Board of Game and other resource management agencies need current, accurate

11 wildlife population and human use data for regulatory and planning purposes;

12 (4) the quality and extent of wildlife information provided by the Department of Fish and

13 Game have a direct effect on the types and levels of human use of wildlife that are allowed;

14 (5) the cause of wildlife conservation would benefit from money generated by a wildlife
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1 c o n s e r / a t io n  ta g  to  s u p p le m e n t ,  b u t  n o t  to  s u p p la n t ,  m o n e y  a v a i la b le  f o r  w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  p u rp o s e s

2  f r o m  o th e r  s o u rc e s ;

3  ( 6 )  p r o g r a m s  th a t  b e n e f i t  n o n g a m e  s p e c ie s  o f  w i l d l i f e ,  th re a te n e d  a n d  e n d a n g e re d  s p e c ie s

4  o f  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d l i f e  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  w i l d l i f e  v ie w in g  w o u ld  be  e n h a n c e d  b y  m o n e y  g e n e ra te d  b y  a

5  w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g .

6  *  S e c . 2 . A S  1 6 .0 5 .3 5 0  is  a m e n d e d  to  re a d :

7 S e c . 1 6 .0 5 .3 5 0 .  E X P IR A T IO N  O F  L IC E N S E S  A N D  T A G S .  L ic e n s e s  a n d  ta g s  r e q u ire d

8  u n d e r  A S  1 6 .0 5 .3 3 0  - 1 6 .0 5 .4 3 0 ,  e x c e p t  b ie n n ia l  l ic e n s e s ,  th e  n o n re s id e n t  s p e c ia l s p o r t  f is h in g

9  l ic e n s e , th e  r e s id e n t  t r a p p in g  l ic e n s e ,  a n d  th e  w a te r f o w l  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g , e x p ir e  a t th e  c lo s e  o f

1 0  D e c e m b e r  31  f o l l o w i n g  is s u a n c e . B ie n n ia l  l ic e n s e s  e x p ir e  a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  3 1  o f  th e  y e a r

11 f o l l o w in g  th e  y e a r  o f  is s u a n c e . T h e  re s id e n t  t r a p p in g  l ic e n s e  e x p ire s  a t th e  c lo s e  o f  S e p te m b e r

12  3 0  o f  th e  y e a r  f o l l o w in g  th e  y e a r  in  w h ic h  th e  l ic e n s e  is  is s u e d . T h e  w a te r f o w l  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g

13 e x p ire s  a t th e  c lo s e  o f  J a n u a ry  31  o f  th e  y e a r  f o l l o w in g  th e  y e a r  o f  is s u e  o f  th e  ta g . The wildlife

14 conservation tag under A S  1 6 .0 5 .8 2 8  expires at the close of December 3 1  following issuance.

15 *  S e c . 3 . A S  1 6 .0 5  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a n e w  s e c t io n  to  re a d :

16 S e c . 1 6 .0 5 .8 2 8 .  W I L D L I F E  C O N S E R V A T IO N  T A G  P R O G R A M ,  ( a )  In  o rd e r  to

17 p r o v id e  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  th e re  is  e s ta b l is h e d  th e

18  w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g  p r o g ra m .

19  ( b )  T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  s h a l l  p r o v id e  a p a tc h ,  e m b le m ,  d e c a l,  s ta m p , o r  o th e r  s u i ta b le  i te m

2 0  to  s e rv e  as a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g . T h e  w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g  a n d  p r o o f  o f  p u rc h a s e  o f

21 a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g  s h a l l  be  a v a i la b le  t h r o u g h  v e n d o rs  o f  f is h  a n d  g a m e  lic e n s e s .

2 2  ( c )  T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  s h a l l  e s ta b l is h  th e  c o s t  o f  a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g  b y  r e g u la t io n .

2 3  ( d )  T h e  p r o o f  o f  p u rc h a s e  o f  a w i ld l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g  e n t i t le s  th e  p u r c h a s e r ,  a f te r

2 4  c o m p ly in g  w i t h  o th e r  a p p l ic a b le  s ta tu te s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s ,  to

2 5  ( 1 )  a p p ly ,  u n d e r  te rm s  a n d  a t lo c a t io n s  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  b y

2 6  r e g u la t io n ,  f o r  a p e r m i t  to  e n te r  an  a re a  id e n t i f ie d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  b y  r e g u la t io n  w h e re  a

2 7  p e rm it  is  r e q u ir e d  f o r  e n t r y  in t o  th e  a re a ; a n d

2 8  ( 2 )  e n te r  a s ta te  g a m e  o r  w i ld l i f e  s a n c tu a r y ,  a n d  as id e n t i f ie d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r

2 9  b y  r e g u la t io n ,  o t h e r  la n d  d e s ig n a te d  as a s ta te  g a m e  re fu g e ,  s ta te  ra n g e  a re a , o r  f i s h  a n d  g a m e

3 0  c r i t i c a l  h a b i ta t  a re a , w h e re  a p e rm i t  is  n o t  r e q u ir e d  f o r  e n t r y  in t o  th e  a rea .

31  ( e )  T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  m a y  d e s ig n a te  b y  r e g u la t io n  th o s e  s ta te  g a m e  a n d  w i ld l i f e
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1 s a n c tu a r ie s ,  s ta te  g a m e  r e fu g e s ,  s ta te  ra n g e  a re a s , a n d  f is h  a n d  g a m e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i ta t  a re a s  where

2  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a v a l id  h u n t in g  l ic e n s e  d u r i n g  o p e n  h u n t in g  s e a s o n s  o r  o f  a s u b s is te n c e  h u n t in g  o r

3  f i s h in g  p e r m i t  t h a t  is  v a l id  f o r  th a t  lo c a t io n  m a y  s u b s t i tu te  f o r  a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g .

4  ( f )  T h e  r e v e n u e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  s a le  o f  w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g s  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r ia t e d

5  b y  th e  le g is la t u r e  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  f o r  p r o g ra m s  th a t  b e n e f i t  n o n g a m e  s p e c ie s  o f  w i l d l i f e ,

6  th r e a te n e d  a n d  e n d a n g e re d  s p e c ie s  o f  w i l d l i f e ,  w i l d l i f e  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  w i l d l i f e  v ie w in g .  I n  t h i s

7  s u b s e c t io n ,

8  ( 1 )  " n o n g a m e  s p e c ie s "  m e a n s  a s p e c ie s  o f  w i l d l i f e  th a t  m a y  n o t  b e  ta k e n  u n d e r

9  a h u n t in g  o r  t r a p p in g  l ic e n s e ;  a n d

10  ( 2 )  " w i l d l i f e "  m e a n s  a s p e c ie s  o f  b i r d ,  a m p h ib ia n ,  r e p t i le ,  o r  m a m m a l,  i n c lu d in g

11 a f e r a l  d o m e s t ic  a n im a l ,  f o u n d  o r  in t r o d u c e d  in t o  th e  s ta te , e x c e p t  d o m e s t ic  b ir d s  a n d  m a m m a ls .

12  ( g )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a p e rs o n  to  p e r f o r m  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  th e

13  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  t h is  s e c t io n  to  p r o v id e  a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g . C o n t r a c t in g  u n d e r  t h is

14  s u b s e c t io n  is  g o v e r n e d  b y  A S  3 6 .3 0  (S ta te  P r o c u re m e n t  C o d e ) ,  e x c e p t  th a t  a c o n t r a c t  m a y  in c lu d e

15 p r o v is io n s  f o r  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  o r  r e im b u r s e m e n t  f o r  s e rv ic e s  p e r f o rm e d  u n d e r  th e  c o n t r a c t .

1 6  *  S e c . 4 .  A S  16.20.170 is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a n e w  s u b s e c t io n  to  re a d :

17  ( b )  A  p e r s o n ,  o th e r  th a n  a p e r s o n  l a w f u l l y  e n g a g e d  in  s u b s is te n c e  h u n t in g  o r  f i s h in g ,  m a y

18  n o t  e n te r  th e  M c N e i l  R iv e r  S ta te  G a m e  S a n c tu a r y  w i t h o u t  h a v in g  in  th e  p e r s o n ’ s p o s s e s s io n  a

19  p r o o f  o f  p u r c h a s e  o f  a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t io n  ta g .

2 0  *  S e c . 5 .  T h is  A c t  ta k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia t e ly  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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