
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 3/27/91
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GRUKNBERG, Koponen, Moyer, M aclean, lllmer, Brown, B.Davis, Bruckman,
Lincoln

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act providing for legislative review and approval of current and future proposed

2 settlem ents of the state’s claims against the Exxon Corporation and its subsidiaries arising

3 out of the Exxon Valdez oil spill; requiring the governor to notify the legislature about

4 ongoing settlement negotiations; relating to the confidentiality of information relevant to

5 proposed settlements; and providing for an effective date."

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

7 * Section I. FINDINGS. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  th a t

8 (1) the  p o s s i b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the s t a t e ' s  a c tu a l  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c l a im s  a g a in s t  the  Exxon

9 C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  its s u b s i d i a r i e s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  the  E x x o n  V a l d e z  o i l  s p i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t s

10 o n  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  the  p e o p l e  o f  the s t a t e ,  the d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  s ta te  f u n d s ,  a n d  th e  s t a tu s  o f  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f

11 s ta te  l a n d ;

12 ( 2 )  it is o f  p a r a m o u n t  im p o r t a n c e  t o  the s t a t e ’ s in t e r e s t s  th a t  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  p r o p o s a l

13 r e g a r d i n g  these  c l a im s  be  s u b m i t t e d  t o  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r e v i e w ,  tha t the s ta te  n o t  b i n d  i t s e l f  w i t h  r e g a r d
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t o  any s e t t l e m e n t  u n t i l  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  h a d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  the  p r o p o s a l ,  a n d  tha t the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  b e  g i v e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  that is n o t  in the p u b l i c  in te re s t ;  a n d

( 3 )  the  p r e s e n t  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  a  p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  

p u b l i c  r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l .

* Sec. 2. T h e  s ta te  m a y  no t  b i n d  i t s e l f  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  th e  p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  d e s c r i b e d  in sec . 1 ( 3 )  

o f  t h i s  A c t  u n l e s s  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  g i v e s  its  a s s e n t  to  that s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  s ta te  m a y  b i n d  i t s e l f  w i th  r e g a r d  

t o  th a t  s e t t l e m e n t  i f  b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s  a c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  g i v i n g  a s s en t .

* Sec. 3. T h e  g o v e r n o r  o r  the g o v e r n o r ’ s d e s ig n e e  s h a l l  k e e p  the  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h r o u g h  the p r e s id e n t  

o f  th e  s e n a t e  a n d  the  s p e a k e r  o f  the  h o u s e  o r  t h e i r  d e s i g n e e s ,  i n f o rm e d ,  o n  a d a i l y  b a s i s  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  o f  

a n y  o n g o i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o f  the  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  c l a im s  d e s c r i b e d  in s e c .  1 ( 1 )  o f  th is  A c t ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  th a t  o c c u r  w h i l e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  is r e v i e w i n g  a p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  

u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .

* Sec. 4. ( a )  B e f o r e  th e  state  b i n d s  i t s e l f  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  a n y  p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  r e s o l v e  the a c t u a l  

o r  p o t e n t i a l  c l a im s  d e s c r i b e d  in se c .  1 ( 1 )  o f  th is  A c t ,  th e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  s u b m it  the  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  the  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  sen a te  a n d  the s p e a k e r  o f  the  h o u s e .

( b )  I f  a p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  c l a im s  d e s c r i b e d  in ( a )  o f  th is  s e c t io n  is s u b m i t t e d  to  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  s ta te  m a y  n o t  b in d  i t s e l f  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  th a t  s e t t l e m e n t  u n l e s s  the l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  c o n c u r r e n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  e i t h e r  w a i v e s  its r ig h t  to  r e v i e w  the  s e t t l e m e n t  o r  a ssen ts  to  it.

*  S e c .  5 .  ( a )  I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  a n y  p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  s u b m i t t e d  to  the l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  s ec .  2 

o r  4  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  the t e rm s  o f  the  s e t t l e m e n t ,  is n o t  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  e x c e p t  a s  r e q u i r e d  by  la w .

( b )  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a w  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  f o r  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  f u l l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  e ach  p r o p o s e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  s u b m i t t e d  to  the  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  as  w e l l  as  the f i n a l  s e t t lem en t .

*  S e c .  6 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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