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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVES BROWN, Koponen, Sharp 

Introduced: 3/13/91
Referred: House Special Committee on Oil and Gas, Resources, Judiciary

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the confidentiality of certain oil and gas information; and providing 

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 31.05.035(e) is amended to read:

(e) Notwithstanding (f) - (h) |(c)| of this section, claims of confidentiality shall [WILL] 

be denied for information disclosed to the commission under AS 31.05.030(h) that is required 

to he disclosed under 42 U.S.C. 3(X)h-4.

* Sec. 2. AS 31.05.035 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(0  Except as provided in (g) and (h) of this section, the repons and information required 

by (a) of this section shall be kept confidential for 24 months following the end of the 30-day 

filing period under (b) of this section.

(g) The repons and information filed on or after July 1, 1991, under (b) of this section 

for wells dnlled solely for geologic information shall be kept confidential until 90 days after the 

disposition of all affected unleased land.
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(h) Upon application by the owner of the well, if the commissioner of natural resources 

finds that the required reports and information filed for a well before July 1, 1991, under (b) of 

this section contain significant information relating to the va luation  of unleased land in the same 

vicinity, the commission shall keep the reports and information confidential for 90 days after the 

disposition of all affected unleased land.

(i) Well location, depth, status, and production data and production reports required by 

the commission to be filed after the 30-day filing period in (b) of this section has ended are 

public information and may not be classified confidential. In this subsection, "production data" 

means volume, gravity, and gas-oil ratio of oil or gas after the well begins regular production.

( j )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  tha t is c o n f i d e n t i a l  u n d e r  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  tha t d e p a r t m e n t ’ s u s e  in  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  

d u t i e s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  k e e p  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  f o r  th e  

s a m e  p e r i o d  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  s e c t io n .

( k )  T h e  o w n e r  o f  a  w e l l  m a y  in w r i t i n g  a u t h o r i z e  the  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  r e l e a s e  r e p o r t s  a n d  

i n f o m i a t i o n  f i l e d  u n d e r  ( b )  o f  th is  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  3. A S  4 2 . 0 6 . 4 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to  r e a d :

S e c .  4 2 . 0 6 . 4 4 0 .  I N S P E C T I O N  O F  R E C O R D S .  S u b j e c t  t o  A S  31.05.035(f) - ( h )  

| A S  3 1 . 0 5 . 0 3 5 ( c ) ] .  the  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  at a l l  r e a s o n a b l e  t im e s  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o ,  a n d  m a y  

d e s i g n a t e  a n y  o f  its e m p l o y e e s .  a g e n tS j  o r  c o n s u l t a n t s  t o  i n s p e c t  a n d  e x a m i n e ,  th e  a c c o u n t s ,  

r e c o r d s ,  b o o k s ,  m a p s ,  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  a p p r a i s a l s ,  v a l u a t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s ,  k e p t  b y  

a n  o i l  o r  g a s  p i p e l i n e  c a r r i e r  o r  its  a f f i l i a t e d  in t e r e s t s ,  o r  p r e p a r e d  o r  k e p t  f o r  it  b y  o t h e r s ,  that 

| W H I C H |  r e l a t e  t o  a n y  c o n t r a c t  o r  t r a n s a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  r e q u i r e  an  

o i l  o r  g a s  p i p e l i n e  c a r r i e r  o r  its a f f i l i a t e d  in t e r e s t  t o  f i l e  w i t h  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o p i e s  o f  a n y  o r  

a l l  o f  th e se  a c c o u n t s ,  r e c o r d s ,  h o o k s ,  m a p s ,  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  a p p r a i s a l s ,  v a l u a t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  

a n d  d o c u m e n t s ,  o r  t o  m a i n t a i n  th o s e  m a t e r i a l s  at s o m e  c o n v e n i e n t  l o c a t i o n  in  t h e  s ta te  s p e c i f i e d  

b y  o r d e r .  C o s t s  i n c u r r e d  in c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  a c o m m i s s i o n  r e q u e s t  to  r e v i e w  th e  r e c o r d s  r e f e r r e d  

t o  in th is  s e c t i o n  o r  to  m a i n t a i n  th e s e  r e c o r d s  in s u c h  a m a n n e r  as t o  m a k e  t h e m  c o n v e n i e n t l y  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  r e v i e w  s h a l l  be  b o r n e  b y  the  p a r t y  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  r e c o r d s .

* Sec. 4. A S  3 1 . 0 5 . 0 3 5 ( c )  is r e p e a le d .

*  Sec. 5. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 1 .
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