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BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE BUDGET & AUDIT COMMIT 

TEE

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SENATE R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 20

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA T E  OF A L AS K A

A SI X T E EN T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the A r m e n i a n  genocide.

6 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE SENATE:

7 W H E R EA S  1990 is the 75th a n n i v e r s a r y  of the A r m enian genocide, w h i c h

8 was c o nceived by the Tu r k i s h  gove rn m e n t  and implemented f r o m  1915 to 1923

9 and w h i c h  resulted in the e x t e r m i n a t i o n  of 1,500,000 A r m e n i a n  men, women,

10 and children, the deport a t i o n  of an additi o n a l  500,000 survivors, and the

11 elimination of a 2,500-year A r m e n i a n  p r e s e n c e  in Armenia's h i s t o r i c  home-"

12 land; and

13 WHERE A S  the Ar m enian genocide is well d ocumented in the archives of

1A the U n i t e d  States, Austria, France, Germany, and Great Britain; and

15 WHEREAS Henry Morgenthau, a former U n i t e d  States A m b a s s a d o r  to Turkey,

16 organized and led protests by all nations, including allies of Turkey, over

17 Turkey's p r o g r a m  of race extermination; and

18 WHER EA S  an organization k n o w n  as N ear East Relief, c h a r t e r e d  by an Act

19 of Congress, contributed a p p roximately $113,000,000 b e t w e e n  1915 and 1930

20 to aid the A rm enian genocide survivors; and

21 WHEREAS 132,000 A r m e n i a n  orphans bec a m e  foster c h i l d r e n  of Americans;

22 and

23 WHEREAS the fact of the A r m e n i a n  g e n o c id e  was c o n f i r m e d  in United

2A States Senate Resolution 359 d a t e d  May 13, 1920, which st a t ed  in part, "the

25 testimony adduced at the hearings c o nducted by the su b c o m m i t t e e  of the

26 Senate Committee on F o r e i g n  Rel a t i o ns  have clearly e s t a b l i s h e d  the truth of

27 the reported massacres and o ther atrocities from which the A r m e n i a n  people

28 have suffered"; and

29 WHEREAS the fact of the A r m e n i a n  g e n o c i d e  was also c o n f i r m e d  by United
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1 States H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  148, w h i c h  st a t e d  in part, "April 24, 1975, is

2 hereby d e s i g n a t e d  as 'National Day of R e m e m b r a nc e  of Man's Inhumanity to

3 M a n ' , and the P re sident of the U n i t e d  States is a u t h o r i z e d  and requested to

4 issue a p r o c l a m a t i o n  calling u p o n  the people of the U n i t e d  States to ob-

5 serve such day as a day of r e m e m b r a n c e  for all v i c t i ms  of genocide, espe-

6 cially those of A r m e n i a n  a nc e s t r y  wh o  s u c cumbed to the genocide perpetrated

7 in 1915, and in w ho s e  me m or y  this date is c o m m em o r a t e d  by all Armenians and

8 their friends throughout the world"; and

9 W H E R EA S  former President Carter in a May 16, 1978, speech at the White

10 House stated in part, "I feel ver y  de e p ly  that I, as President, ought to

11 make sure that this (Armenian genocide) is n e v e r  forgotten"; and

12 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  States, dur i n g  the M a r c h  14 and 16, 1979, sessions

13 of the U n i t e d  Nations C om m i s s i o n  on H u m a n  Rights, v o t e d  to support para-

14 graph 30 of a report e n t itled "Study of the Que s t i o ns  of the P re v e n t i o n  and

15 P unishment of the Crime of G e nocide" that stated, "P a s s i n g  to the mo d e rn

16 era, one may note the existence of r elatively full d o c u m e n t a t i o n  dealing

17 w i t h  the massacres of Armenians"; and

18 WHER E A S the U n i t e d  States Hol o c au s t  M e m orial Council, an independent

19 federal agency, u n a n im o u s l y  r e s olved on April 30, 1981, that, "the Armenian

20 genoc i d e  should be included in the Holocaust M u s e u m  Memorial"; and

21 WHER E A S former President Ro n al d  Re a g a n  in p r o c l a m a t i o n  4838, dated

22 A pril 22, 1981, stated in part, "like the genocide of the A r menians before

23 it, the genocide of the Cambodians w h i c h  followed it, and like too many

24 o ther p er s ecutions of too man y  other peoples, the lessons of the holocaust

25 must n ever be forgotten"; and

26 W H E R EA S  the fact of the A r m e n i a n  genocide has b e e n  documented, af-

27 firmed, and r e a f fi r m e d  for over six decades;

28 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State Senate that the Senate recognizes

29 these hi storical events and condemns genocide in any form.
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1 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,

2 President of the United States; to the Honorable Da n  Quayle, Vice-President

3 of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas

4 Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable George

5 Mitchell, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Richard

6 Gephardt, Majority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honor-

7 able Bob Dole, Minority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Robert

8 Michel, Minority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable

9 George Deukmejian, Governor of California; and the Honorable Ted Stevens

10 and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, the Honorable Don Young,

11 U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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