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1 IN T H E  SENATE B Y  P O U R C H O T

2 SENATE R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10

3 IN T H E L E G I SL A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 S I XTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a Se n a t e  Special Committee

6 on Mental Health.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE SENATE:

8 WHEREAS the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e ss  g r a n t e d  1,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  acres of land to

9 the Ter r i t o r y of A l a s k a  to be a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a p u b l i c  trust for the neces-

10 sary expenses and support of m e n t a l  hea l t h  in the territory; and

11 WHER E A S in O c t o b e r  1985 the A l a s k a  S u p r em e  Court d e t e r m i n e d  that the

12 1978 d e c i si o n  of the Al a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  to r e d e s i g n a t e  mental h e a l t h  trust

13 land as general grant land had b r e a c h e d  the trust e s t a b l i s h e d  by the Con-

14 gress; and

15 WHEREAS the Fourt ee n t h  A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  e st a b l i s h e d  a Joint

16 Special Committee on Mental H e a l t h  to deve l o p a pr o p o s a l  to settle the

17 mental he a l t h  trust litigation; and

18 WHEREAS the settlement, w h i c h  is e m b o di e d  in C h a p t e r  48, SLA 1987,

19 sets out a pro c e d u re  for r ec o n s t i t u t i n g  the trust w i t h  land c u rrently in

20 legislative desi g n a t io n s  that is d e t e r m in e d  to be e q u a l  in v a l u e  to the

21 original 1,000,000 acres of land granted by C o ngress, establ i s h e s  a mental

22 he a l t h  trust income account funded by annual p a y m e n t s  by the state in

23 return for use of the mental h e a l t h  trust land and from w h i c h  appropria-

24 tions for the nece s s a r y  expenses of the stat e ' s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m  are

25 to be made, and establishes a me n ta l  he a l t h  b o a r d  to assist the state in

26 en s uring a comprehensive mental h e a l t h  program; and

27 WHEREAS, since enactment of Chapter 48, SLA 1987, v a l u a t i o n  of the

28 original 1,000,000 acres of land has b ee n  u n d e r t a k e n  but has not bee n

29 finalized despite the expenditure of more th a n  $ 2, 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  for plaintiffs'
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1 a n d  i n t e r v e n o r s’ costs, a t t o r n e y  fees, and other s t a t e  costs; and

2 W H E R E A S  the mental h e a l t h  trust income account has b ee n  established,

3 but a 1988 ru l i n g  by the state superior court that the m e n t a l  he a l t h  trust

4 i n c l u d e s  b e n e fi c i a r y  gr o u p s  not identified at the time the account was

5 e s t a b l i s h e d  has created c o n s i d e r a b le  confusion in fully u s i n g  the account;

6 a n d

7 WHER E A S the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e al t h  Board has b e e n  a p pointed and is

8 o p e r a t i o n a l  but some pers o n s feel that its m e m b e r s h i p  does not reflect the

9 a d d i t i o n a l  b e n e f i c i a r y  groups identified by the s u p e r i o r  court; and

10 W H E R E A S  these p r o b l e m s  in implementation of C h a p t e r 48, SLA 1987,

11 t h r e a t e n  the settlement of the litigation and the status of the original

12 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres of land, and may affect the s t a t e’s o p e rati ng  budget;

13 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the Senate that a Senate Speci a l  Committee on Mental

14 H e a l t h  is es t a b l i s h ed  u n d e r  U n i f o r m  Rule 21; and be it

15 F U R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that the Senate Special C o m m i t t e e  on Mental H e a l t h  is

16 c o m p o s e d  of three m e mb e r s  of the Senate appointed b y  the president of the

17 Senate; and be it

18 FURTH E R  R E S O L V E D  that the committee conduct o v ersight hearings on the

19 i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the settlement of the mental h e a l t h  trust litigation,

20 i n c l u d i n g  the r e c o n s t it u t i o n  of the mental he a l t h  land trust, use of the

21 m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust income account, the r e s p o n s i bi l i t i e s  and composition of

22 the Alaska Mental H e a l t h  Board, and other probl e m s  that m ight be brought to

23 the c ommittee's attention; and be it

24 F U RT H E R  R E S O L V ED  that the committee facilitate, to the extent possi-

25 ble, r e s o lu t i o n  of the problems hi ndering settlement; and be it

26 F U R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that the committee is a u t h o r i z e d  to meet du r in g  and

27 b e t w e e n  sessions of the legislature; and be it

28 F U R T H E R  R E S O L VE D  that the committee t erminates u p o n  c o nvening of the

29 First S e s s i o n  of the S e v e n t e e n t h  Alaska State Legislature.
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