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BY SEN. STURGULEWSKI

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SENATE JOINT R ES OLU TI ON  NO. 88

3 IN TH E L EG I S L A T U R E  OF THE  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIX TE EN TH LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

5 Rel a t i n g  to the subsistence p ri ority

6 req uired u n d e r  the A l a s k a  National

7 Interest L an ds  C o ns er vat io n Act.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A ct ( A N I L C A )

10 r e q u i r e s  r u ral s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e r s  to be  g i v e n  p r i o r i t y ,  in t i m e s  of  shor t -

11 age, in the t a k i n g  of f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  on  f e d e r a l  land in A l a s k a ;  a n d

12 W H E R E A S  A N I L C A  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e s  t hat the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  m a y  r e t a i n

13 f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  on f e d e r a l  lands so l ong as it

14 p r o v i d e s  in laws of g e n e r a l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  for a s t a t e  r u r a l  s u b s i s t e n c e

15 p r e f e r e n c e ;  and

16 W H E R E A S  A N I L C A  d o e s  not s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  the t e r m  " r u r a l "  a n d  o t h e r

17 k e y  s t a t u t o r y  terms; and

18 W H E R E A S  the l a c k  of s u c h  s p e c i f i c  d e f i n i t i o n s  has r e s u l t e d  in con-

19 f l i c t i n g  court a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  o n  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the

20 s u b s i s t e n c e  p r i o r i t y  in A l a s k a ;  and

21 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t i n g  d e c i s i o n s  h a v e  s e r i o u s l y  h a m p e r e d  t he abil-

22 ity of the state to e f f e c t i v e l y  m a n a g e  A l a s k a ' s  fish a n d  w i l d l i f e  a n d  has

23 e x a c e r b a t e d  c o n f l i c t s  o v e r  t he s u b s i s t e n c e  p r i o r i t y ;  a nd

24 W H E R E A S  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  laws a f f e c t i n g  s t a t e  fis h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e -

25 m e n t  across the n a t i o n  a l s o  i n c l u d e  k e y  t e r m s  that are not s p e c i f i c a l l y

26 d e f i n e d ;  and

27 W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is a c l e a r  n e e d  to  r e s o l v e  the u n c e r t a i n t y  c a u s e d  by

28 thi s  lack of s p e c i f i c i t y  in f e d e r a l  l aw a n d  a l l o w  A l a s k a  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s

29 to implement f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  in a w a y  t h a t  r e c o g n i z e s  u n i q u e  l o cal
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1 c on cerns and conditions;

2 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the U ni t e d  States

3 C on gr e s s  is resp ect fu ll y r e q ue st ed to p r o v i d e  that terms not specifically

4 d e f i n e d  in federal laws, such as the su b s i s t e n c e  pr iority contained in

5 ANILCA, d e a l i n g  w i t h  state fish and w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  shall be defined by

6 r e f e r e n c e  to definitions found in the laws of a f f e c t e d  states.

7 C OP I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o ra bl e George Bush,

8 Pres ide nt  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  D a n  Quayle, Vic e- Pre si de nt  of

9 the U n i t e d  States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Hono rab le  Thomas S.

10 Foley, S p e a k e r  of the U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to the Hon ora bl e

11 Ted S t eve ns  and the H o n or ab le Frank M urkowski, U.S. Senators, and the

12 H o n o r a b l e  Do n Young, U.S. Re presentative, m e m b e r s  of the Ala ska  d e le ga ti on

13 in Congress.
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