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1 IN T H E  SEN ATE  B Y  THE R E S O U R C E S  C OMMITTEE

2 CS F O R  SENATE J OI NT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 79 (Resources)

3 IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF  AL AS KA

4 S IX TEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 S u p p o r t i n g  the d e s i g n a t i o n  of the exist-

6 ing B e r i n g  Land Bridge N a t i o n a l  P re serve

7 as p a r t  of a Joint A l a s k a - S i b e r i a  Inter-

8 n ati o n a l  Park.

9 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  STATE OF ALASKA:

10 W H ER EA S o n  January 9, 1990, the g ov er nments of the U n i t e d  States and

11 the Soviet U n i o n  completed a joint feasibil it y study p r o p o s i n g  an  i n t e m a -

12 tional pa r k  a l o n g  the B er i n g  Strait; and

13 W H E R E A S  in ternational p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  would not result in any new

14 n at ional p a r k  land in the state, but w o u l d  include the e x i s t i n g  Be ri n g  Land

15 Bridge Na ti o n a l  Preserve and land on the Chukotskiy P e n in su la  in Siberia;

16 and

17 W H E R E A S  international p a r k  designation, w i t h  United States p a r k  head-

18 quarters at Nome, and the resu lt ing  increase in co mm u n i c a t i o n  and travel

19 b e t wee n the two nations w o u l d  support the state's interest in friendly

20 exchange and in develo pi ng tourism, air and ferry travel, and trade with

21 the Soviet Union; and

22 W H E R E A S  the people of the B e r i n g  Strait region have an ancient heri-

23 tage of c o n n e c t i o n  through trade, language, family ties, c omm o n  experience,

24 and other aspects of their culture; and

25 W H E R E A S  the continents we r e  once connected by land at the Bering

26 Strait, and the pr oximity a nd  common natural an d cultural resources of

27 Northwest A l a s k a  and Siberi a offer a special opportunity to cooperate in

28 scientific res e a r c h  and in p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a shared heritage; and

29 W H E R E A S  the d e s i g n a t i o n  of an international pa r k  w o u l d  a l lo w for
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c
1 increased cooperation and coordination among park managers an d researchers,

2 and would encourage greater international v i s i t a t i o n  without affecting the

3 authorities of each nation to manage its o w n  p ark land;

4 BE IT RES OLVED that the Alaska State Legi sl at ur e supports the interna-

5 tional park proposal and encourages continuing professional and technical

6 exchanges b e tw ee n the two nations; and

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature encourages

8 the discussion of the Joint Alaska-Siberia International Par k by President

9 B u s h  and President Gorbachev at the June, 1990, Summit.

10 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,

11 President of the United States; to the H on orable Manuel Lujan, Jr., Secre-

12 tary of the U.S. Department of the Interior; to James M. Ridenour, Director

13 of the National Park Service; to the Mayor of the City of Savoonga; to the

14 M ay or  of the City of Gambell; and to the Ho norable Ted Stevens and the

15 Honorable F ra nk  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

16 Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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