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1 IN T H E  SENATE B Y  T H E  RES O U R C E S  COMMITTEE

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  SENATE J O I N T  R ESOLUTION NO. 75 (Resources) am H

3 IN T H E  L E G I SLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SE S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and amend-

6 ment of the M a g n u s o n  Fi s h e r y  Conserve-

7 tio n  and Manag e m e n t  Act.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S LAT UR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 W HER EA S the r e a u t h o riz at io n process for the M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  Conserva-

10 tion a n d  Management Act provides an excellent o p p o r t u n i t y  to review, as-

11 sess, and amend the Act in light of recent d e v el op me nts  in the fisheries of

12 the U n i t e d  States; and

13 W H E RE AS  an important issue to be addressed by the C ongress du ri ng the

14 r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  process is the al lo c a t i o n  of fishery resources b e t w e e n

15 o f f s h o r e  and land based fishing fleets and p r o c e s s i n g  facilities; and

16 WHEREAS, altho ug h the intent of the Act to " A me ri ca niz e"  the fisheries

17 w i t h i n  the United States e xc lusive economic zone has b e e n  achieved, this

18 has o cc urr ed  so rapidly that most small coastal communi ti es in Alas ka  have

19 b e e n  una bl e either to enter these fisheries or to m a x i m i z e  t hei r participa-

20 t io n  in them; and

21 W H ER EAS  many persons wh o reside in the coastal vi ll ag es o n  the B e r i n g

22 Sea w o u l d  like to p articipate in the m u l t i - b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  g r o u n d f i s h  fish-

23 ery that lies at t heir doorstep, but the hi g h  capital investment ne e d e d  to

24 e n t e r  the fishery has pr eve nt ed  most village f i s he rm en  from d o i n g  so; a nd

25 W H E RE AS  a key component of the ability of v i l l a g e  f i s h er me n to o bt a i n

26 the n e c e ssa ry  capital to bec om e pa rt icipants in this fishery is guar an tee d

27 y e a r - r o u n d  access to the resource that could be p r o v i d e d  for through the

28 a d d i t i o n  of a community dev el opm en t qu ot a p r o v i s i o n  to the Act; and

29 WHERE AS  Senator Ted Stevens has incorporated this concept into S. 1900
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1 that amends a n d  reauthorizes the Ac t and  proposes a five percent set-aside

2 for comsumities that satisfy es ta blished cr iteria as "economically disad-

3 v an tag ed  communities"; and

A WHEREAS the recent dramatic e x p a n s i o n  of the offshore catcher-proces-

5 sor fleet poses a significant risk of ov erc ap i t a l i z a t i o n  in the domestic

6 fisheries of the N ort h Pacific Ocean; and

7 WHEREAS o v er ca pi tal iz at io n of a fishery carries a risk of over utili-

8 zation of the fishery; and

9 WHEREAS land b a s e d  fishing fleets and p r oc es si ng facilities are less

10 able to exploit ne w and distant fisheries t h a n  are mo bil e o ffs ho re  catch-

11 er-processor fleets after local fishery resources are overexploited; and

12 WHEREAS the l ong-term dependence of land b ase d fishing fleets and

13 processing facilities on  local fishery resources promotes c o nse rv at io n and

14 sustained y i e l d  of those resources by those fishing fleets and processing

15 facilities; and

16 WHEREAS the regional fishery m ana ge me nt  councils should be given

17 authority to allocate fishery resources b e t w e e n  land b ased and offshore

18 fishing fleets and to protect the fishery-dependent economies of coastal

19 communities; and

20 WHEREAS some membe rs of the fisheries and marine science communities

21 have advocated limiting entry into A l a s k a  b o tt om fi sh fisheries to prevent

22 over u t i l iz ati on  of these fishery resources; and

23 WHEREAS over 90 percent of the catcher-processor fleet harvesting

24 b ottomfish a n d  crab species in A l a s k a n  waters are based outs id e of Alaska;

25 and

26 WHEREAS a limited entry syste m requiring experience in bottomfish

27 fisheries w o u l d  prohibit many A l a s k a  residents from p a rti ci pa ti ng in these

28 fisheries; and

29 ■ WHEREAS  the U n i t e d  States H o u s e  of Representatives has approved a
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1 proposal by participants in the offshore catcher-processor fleet to add two

2 members who reside in Washington or Oregon to the N o r t h  Pacific Fishery

3 Management Council; and

4 WHEREAS the addition of two non-Alaskan members to the N o r t h  Pacific

5 Fishery Management Council is not justified by the actions of the council

6 or the status of the fishery resources off Alaska and is an inappropriate

7 attempt to divert the focus of the council from conservative management of

8 the developing offshore fisheries off Alaska and to promote the interests

9 of the burgeoning offshore catcher-processor fleet; and

10 WHEREAS the United States House of Representatives passed legislation

11 containing the proposal to increase the membership of the N o r t h  Pacific

12 Fishery Management Council;

13 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature opposes the increase

14 in the membership of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council and is

15 disappointed in the actions of the United States House of Representatives;

16 and be it

17 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the pro-

18 posal to give authority to fishery management councils to allocate fishery

19 resources between land based and offshore fishing fleets in order to pro-

20 tect the fishery based economies of coastal communities; and be it

21 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully re-

22 quests the United States Congress to adopt the amendment to the Magnuson

23 Fishery Conservation and Management Act proposed in S. 1900 to provide

24 assistance to economically disadvantaged fishing communities; and be it

25 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alas ka  State Legislature opposes the imposi-

26 tion under the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of any

27 limited entry system for bottomfish fisheries in Alaska that does not

28 assure equity of entry for Alaska residents, does not address quota consid-

29 erations for new fishermen, or has not been subject to an extensive public
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1 hearing process; and be it

2 FURTHER RES OLVED that it is the legislature’s highest priority that

3 the current geographic composition of the North Pacific Fishery Management

4 Council be retained and that Senator Ted Stevens and Senator Frank

5 Murkowski are respectfully requested to oppose the proposal to add n e w

6 members to the council; and be it

7 FURTHER R ES OLVED that Congressman Don Young and the other House

8 members who serve on the conference committee are respectfully requested to

9 oppose the proposal to add members to the North Pacific Fishery Management

10 Council and to support the Alaska fishing industry when they serve as a

11 member of the conference committee on the M ag nuson Fishery Conservation and

12 Management Act reauthorization bill.

13 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,

14 President of the United States; the Honorable Da n Quayle, Vice-President of

15 the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Robert A.

16 Mosbacher, Sr., U.S. Secretary of Commerce; the Honorable Thomas S. Foley,

17 Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; and to the Honorable Ted

18 Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable

19 Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Con-

20 gress.
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