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BY SEN. KERTTULA

1 IN T H E  SENATE

2 SENATE J O I N T  R ESO L U T I O N  NO. 71

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 SI XTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 E n c o u ra gi ng Savoonga, Alaska, and

6 Sereniki, U.S.S.R., to be sister cities.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS the residents of Sa vo on ga on St. Law r e n c e  Island in Al as k a  and

9 S er eniki in the U n i o n  of Soviet Socialist R epublics are closely related

10 culturally, ethnically, and socially; and

11 WHEREAS the residents of bot h  cities speak the same Nat iv e language,

12 w h i c h  is Si ber ia n Yupik, and live a subsistence lifestyle based on whaling,

13 fishing, berry-picking, and w a l r u s  hunting; and

14 WHEREAS both  cities place great emphasis on tra di tional Native values,

15 i ncluding ho no r i n g  and learning from their elders; and

16 WHEREAS, until the Cold War  intervened, the re sidents of the two

17 cities intermarried and traded w it h  each other; and

18 WHEREAS, no w that the Col d W a r  has thawed, b ec o m i n g  sister cities

19 w o u l d  help the two cities re est ab li sh  their c o m m u n i cat io n and trade;

20 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L eg is la tur e e nc ou ra ge s the City

21 of Savoonga on St. Lawrence Is la nd  in A la s k a  and the City of Sereniki in

22 the U.S.S.R. to become sister cities in order to help  them r ees ta bl is h the

23 c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and trade b e t w e e n  the two cities that were hal t e d  by the Co l d

24 War.

25 COPIES of this re sol u t i o n  shall be sent to the City of Sereniki,

26 U.S.S.R.; and to the Hono rab le  Jerry Wongittilin, M a y o r  of the City of

27 Savoonga, Alaska.
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