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1 I N  T H E  SENATE

2 SENATE J O I N T  R E S OL U T I O N  NO. 61

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 SI X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSI O N

5

6

Relating to p e r s o n s  im m i g r a ti n g  to and 

re questing a s y l u m  in the U n i t e d  States.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS the E a s t e r n  Bloc countries of H u n ga r y ,  Poland, East Germany,

9 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, C z e c h o s l ov a k i a ,  Bulgaria, and 

10 R o m a n i a  are mo vi n g  awa y  from c o m mu n i s m  towards d e m oc r a c y ;  and

14 Blo c  countries is b e i n g  c o ns i d e r e d  by the I m m i g r a t i o n  and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n

15 Service w h e n  it e v aluates the p o litical a s y l u m  a pp l i c a t i o n s  of p e r s o n s  from

16 the E a s t e r n  Bloc countries, and this a p p roach ma y  prev e nt  some pers o n s  from

17 receiving asylum in the U n i t e d  States because they ma y  not be c o n s i d e r e d  to

18 n e e d  p o l i t ic a l  asylum any more; and

19 W H E R E A S  elements of the military, police, an d  lead e r s h i p  in som e  of

20 the E a s t e r n  Bloc countries still remain u n d e r  the control of communist

21 a uthorities and, if appl i c a ti o n s  for political a s y l u m  from these countries

22 are denied, the applicants fear p e rs e c u t i o n  by the c o mm u n i s t - c o n t r o l l e d

23 elements after they are d e p o r t e d  from the U n i t e d  States; and

24 WHEREAS, a l t h o u g h  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  supports g l a s n os t  and

25 perestroika, it recognizes that the govern m e n t s  of the E a s t e r n  B loc coun-

26 tries w i l l  be u n s table u ntil the political changes are complete; and

27 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  States is a strong su p p o r t e r  of h u m a n  ri gh t s  and

28 was foun d e d  on the pri n ci p l e  of the individual's right to life, liberty,

29 and the p u r su it of h a p p in e ss; and

o
11 W H E R E A S  some individuals fro m  these cou n t r i e s h ave requ e s t e d  p o l i t i c a l

12 as y l u m  and freedom in the U n i t e d  States; and

13 W H E RE A S  the change from c o m m un i s m  towards d e m o c r a c y  in the E a s t e r n
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1 WHEREAS A l a s k a  has b e n efited from the immigrants w h o  hav e  already come

2 to the state; and

3 WHEREAS A l a s k a  can provide a sanctuary for persons w h o  seek political

4 asylum in the U n i t e d  States;

5 BE IT RESO L V E D  that the Ala s k a  State Legislature

6 (1) declares that it welcomes immigrants fro m  foreign countries

7 and is willing to serve as a sanctuary for persons who are seeking polit-

8 ical asylum in the United States; and

9 (2) urges the Uni t e d  States Immigration and Naturalization

10 Service

11 (A) not to use the recent political changes in the Eastern

12 Bloc countries

13 (i) to deny political asylum to persons from those

14 countries, even if an application for asylum was submitted before

15 the changes began; or

16 (ii) to revoke the political asylum already granted to

17 persons from those countries;

18 (B) to grant political asylum on human i t a r i a n  grounds to

19 each p e r s o n  who is on  Unit e d  States soil, who has submitted an appli-

20 cation for political asylum in the United States, and who would have

21 been eligible for asylum except for the recent political changes in

22 the Ea s t e r n  Bloc countries.

23 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Gene McNary,

24 Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service;

25 and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S.

26 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

27 Alaska delegation in Congress.

SJR 61 -2- SJR061a


