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BY SEN. SZYMANSKI, Kelly, Pearce, Sturgulewski, Kerttula

1 IN THE SE N A T E

2 SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 58

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA

4 S I XTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 E n d o r s i n g  a p r o posal in p e n d i n g  federal

6 l e g i s l a t i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  citizens'

7 a d v i s o r y  comm i t t e e s  to assist in the

8 d e v e l o pm e n t  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of oil

9 disc h a r g e  c ontingency r e s p o n s e plans.

10 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE LEG I S L A T U R E OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

11 W H E R E A S  the gr ounding of the E xxon V a l d e z  and the d i s a st r o u s  oil spill

12 that o c c u r r e d  demo n s t r a t e s the dangers of c o n t i n u e d  oil ship m e n t s  thro u g h

13 state wa t e r s w i t h o u t  more effective oil spill p r e v e n t i o n  and response

14 capab i l i t y  in place; and

15 W H E R E A S  p r e v e n t i o n  and response capa b i li t y  no w  being i n s t a l l e d  by the

16 A l y e s k a  Pipeline Service Company cannot be said to have s u f f i c i e n t l y  re-

17 d uced the risks of another d i s aster until i ndependent risk a s s e s sm e n t s  are

18 made a n d  n e c e s s a r y  standards for p r e v e n t i o n  and response are understood,

19 established, and met; and

20 WHER E A S  p r e v e n t i o n  and response c a p a b i l i t y  no w  being i n s t a l l ed  by the

21 A l y e s k a  Pipeline Service Company for the tankers c a r r yi n g  t r a n s- A l a s k a

22 p i p e l i n e  oil thro u g h  the waters of Prince W i l l i a m  Sound cannot be fully

23 implem e n t ed  w i t h o u t  review by concerned, and p otentially affected, citizens

24 u s i n g  their intimate knowledge of the region; and

25 WHER E AS  an active citizens' effort to assess risks and to p a r t i c i p at e

26 in the i n s t a ll a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  of a spill p re v e n t i o n  and re s p o n s e  p l a n

27 for Prince W i l l i a m  Sound and Cook Inlet can hel p  ensure that the k n o w l e d g e

28 and resources of citizens of adjacent c om m u nities are a v a i l a b l e  in the case

29 of a n o t h e r  emergency; and
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1 W H E R E A S  the Alaska State L egislature desires to see the creation in

2 law of independent and properly funded regional citizens' advisory commit-

3 tees for Prince Will ia m  Sound and C ook Inlet to m o n i t o r  and advise on oil

A dis c h ar g e  p r e v e n t i o n and response, port operations, and environmental

5 effects of terminal operations an d  marine oil transportation; and

6 WHEREAS, in cooperation w i t h  A l y e s ka  Pipeline Service Company, citi-

7 zens o f  Prince Will i a m  Sound and adjacent areas have formed a regional

8 citizens' advisory committee to advise Alyeska on the oil spill and preven-

9 tion response pl a n  being de v e l o p e d  for Prince Will i a m Sound; and

10 W H E R E A S  the Regional Citizens' Advisory Committee is comprised of

11 repre s e n t a t i ve s  of Kodiak, K o d i a k  Island Borough, K o d i a k  Island Village

12 Mayors, Kenai Peninsula Borough, Valdez, Seward, Homer, Cordova, Whittier,

13 Seldovia, the Prince William Sound Aquaculture Association, Cordova Dis- 

1A trict F i s h er m e n  United, Chugach Al a sk a  Corporation, and the National Wild-

15 life Federation; and

16 WHER E A S  consensus legislative language for a citizens' advisory com-

17 m i t t e e  has be e n  developed among the community representatives and fishing

18 in d ustry groups that are r epresented on the Regional Citizens' Advisory

19 Committee, A l y e s k a  Pipeline Service Company, and other community groups,

20 b u i l d i n g  upon the amendment contained in Title V of S. 686 that has been

21 p a s s e d  by the Un i t e d States Senate; and

22 WHEREAS this consensus language was passed by the House of Representa-

23 tives in H.R. 2A59, the Coast G u a r d  A u t h orization Bill, and will be con-

2A side re d  by a conference betw e e n  the Senate and House on S. 686 and H.R.

25 J.A65, oil spill legislation;

26 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State Legislature fully endorses and

27 ur g e s  the Senate and H ouse conferees on S. 686 and H.R. 1A65 to adopt the

28 consensus language for citizens' advisory committees in oil discharge

29 legislation now  pending in the Congress; and be it
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1 FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Alaska will w o r k  closely w i t h  the

2 U.S. Government, local citizens' advisory groups, and participating indus-

3 try groups to ensure the success of this pilot program.

4 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Walter B.

5 Jones, Chairman, House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries; the

6 Honorable Glenn M. Anderson, Chairman, House Committee on Public Works and

7 Transportation; the Honorable Quentin N. Burdick, Chairman, Senate Commit-

8 tee on Environment and Public Works; the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings,

9 Chairman, Science and Transportation; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and

10 the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Do n  Young,

11 U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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