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1 IN TH E  SENATE BY TH E  RES O U R C ES  COMMITTEE

2 CS FO R SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 52 (Resources)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L EG I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the N a t i o n a l  Marine Fisheries

6 Service to approve a g r o un d f i s h  o b s erver

7 t r a ining p r o g r a m  at the U n i v e r s it y  of

8 A l a s k a  for federal fishery o b s erver

9 programs off Alaska.

10 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 WHEREAS the d o mestic g r o u n d f i s h  fishery off A l a s k a  has rapidly ex-

12 panded in recent years and continues to grow; and

13 WHER E A S  there is a requir e m en t  for the use of t r a i n e d  observers on

14 board g r o u n d f i s h vessels to collect essential scientific data n e c essary to

15 manage the d o mestic g r o u n d f i s h  fishery; and

16 WHEREAS there have b e e n  several recent proposals to greatly increase

17 the num b er  of observers on b o ar d  domestic g r ou n d f i s h  v e s s e l s  off Alaska;

18 and

19 WHEREAS the ex i s t i n g  training p r o g r a m  conducted by the National Marine

20 Fisheries Service at its Seattle facilities will not be able to generate

21 the number of trained p e r s o n n e l  ne cessary to e f f e ct i v e l y  implement the

22 g roundfish o b s erver program; and

23 WHEREAS Sea Grant colleges, such as the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, hav e the

24 technical capability to t rain d o m estic grou n d f i sh  observers, thus p roviding

25 an important service to the federal government; and

26 WHEREAS the U n i ve r s i t y  of Al a s k a  has experience in training observers

27 for domestic fisheries and has expressed interest in b e c o m i n g  an observer

28 training center in a letter to the National Marine Fis he r i e s  Service dated

29 February 23, 1990; and
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1 WHEREAS an o b s e r v e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  w o u l d

2 provide the Al a s k a  fish i n g  industry w i t h  a n  al t er n a t i v e  source of trained

3 observers, thus i n cr e a s i n g  the a v a il a b i l i t y  of t r a i n e d  observers and fos-

4 tering price c o m p e t i t i o n  for o b s erver services; and

5 WHEREAS the lower o p e r a t i n g  costs of the o b s e r v e r  prog r a m  that will

6 result from co m p e ti t i o n  w o u l d  reduce the costs of a mandatory o b s erver

7 p r o g r a m  that are a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o b s e r v e r  training; and

8 WHER E A S  an a p p r o v e d g r o u n d f i s h  o b s erver t r ai n i n g  p r o g r a m  at the Uni-

9 vers i t y  of Ala s k a can be u s e d  by the N a t i on a l  M a r i n e  Fisheries Service as a

10 m odel for other Sea G rant colleges that are i nt e r e s t e d  in conducting train-

11 ing for observers d e p l o y e d  in other fisheries throughout the nation;

12 BE IT R E SO L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  respectfully requests

13 the National M a r i n e  F i s heries Service to approve the University of Al a s k a

14 groun d f i s h  o b s erver t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  and e s t a b l i s h  procedures for certify-

15 ing the Alaska trainees in time for the g r o u n d f i s h  fishery off A l a s k a  in

16 the fall of 1990.

17 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the Honorable Robert A.

18 Mosbacher, Sr., U.S. S e cretary of Commerce; J o h n  Knauss, A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of

19 the National Ocea n i c  and A t m o s p h e r i c Admi n i s tr a t i o n ;  Will i a m  W. Fox, Jr.,

20 Assistant A d m i n i s t r a t or  for Fisheries, N at ional Mari n e  Fisheries Service;

21 Steven Pennoyer, R e g i on a l  Director, Ala sk a  Region, National Mar i n e  Fisher-

22 ies Service; and to the Hon o r a b l e  Ted Stevens and the H o n o r a b le  Frank

23 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b le  D o n  Young, U.S. Representative,

24 members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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