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BY ZHAROFF, S T U R G U L E W S K I ,
1 IN THE SENATE BINKLEY, A N D  ELIASON

2 SENATE J O I N T  RESO L U T I O N  NO. 48

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF AL A SK A

4 SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A TU R E  - F IRST SESSION

5 Relating to a preference for shore-based

6 processors in the alloc a t i o n  of the

7 fishery resources of the N o r t h  Pacific.

8 B E  IT RESOLVED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS the United States Exclusive E c o nomic Zone (16 U.S.C. 1802)

10 contains fishery resources of tremendous value, both economically and

11 biologically, to the people of the United States; and

12 WHEREAS shore-based s e af o o d  processing plants in the state, thro u gh

13 employment, secondary processing, and fishery product sales, contribute

14 significantly to the economies of the Pacific Coast states; and

15 WHEREAS the ownership of shore-based seaf o o d  p r ocessing plants in the

16 state is highly diversified and broadly based, ranging from state residents

17 to multinational corporations; and

18 WHEREAS the people e m p l o y ed  in the state's shore-based plants are a

19 large, diverse group that includes residents of Alaska, Washington, Oregon,

20 California, and many other states; and

21 WHEREAS the processing of seafood at shore- b a s ed  plants is the founda-

22 tion of the economies of the state's coastal communities; and

23 WHEREAS shore-based seaf o od  processing plants support the local econ-

24 omies, hire local people, buy products from resident fishermen, provi d e  a

25 long-term source of tax revenue for state government, and provide a tax

26 base for local government; and

27 WHEREAS shore-based seaf o o d  processing plants represent a l ong-term

28 capital investment in the fishery resources of the North Pacific and are

29 designed for the stable, continuous, and s u stained yield use of these
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1 reso u r c e s ; and

2 W H E R E A S  shore- b as e d  s e a f o o d  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  have the c a p a b i l i t y  f o r

3 the full u t i l i z a t i o n of th e  h a r v e s t e d  fish and the flexib i l i t y to engage i n

4 the m a n u f a c t u r e  of a w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  v a l uable p r o d u c t s  from the fish; an d

5 W H E R E A S  the d i s c a r d i n g  a n d w a s t e  of a N o r t h  Pacific f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e

6 is u n a c c e p t a b l e  w h e n  it c a n  be m a n u f a c t u r e d  into v a l u a b le  f o o d  pr o ducts;

7 and

8 W H E R E A S  the harvest of N o r t h  Paci f i c  fishery resource is m o r e  re l i a b l y

9 and c o st - e f f e c t iv e l y  m o n i t o r e d  w h e n  the product is del i v e r e d  to s h o r e - ba s e d

10 p r o c e s s i n g  plants, r e s u l t i n g  in m o r e  accurate b i o l o g i c a l  d a t a  o n  w h i c h  to

11 b ase resource manage m e n t  decis i o n s ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  the f a c t o r y - t r a w l e r  and m o t h e r - s h i p  fleet that o p e r at e s  in the

13 E x c l u s i v e  Economic Zon e  of the N o r t h  Pacific is d i f f i c u l t to r e g u l a t e

14 b e c a u s e  of the lack of a d e q u a t e  o b s e r v e r  coverage; and

15 WHER E A S  the f a c t o r y - t r a w l e r  and m o t h e r - s h i p  fleet, w i t h o u t  p r o p e r

16 controls, cannot be a c c u r a t e l y  m o n i t o r e d  to d e t e r m i n e  the act u a l  q u a n t i t y

17 fis h  caught, species c o m p os i t i o n ,  and actual amount of fish d iscarded; and

18 W H E R E A S  this lack of i n f o r m a t i o n  could j e o p a rd i z e  the a c c u r a c y  of the

19 a v a i l a bl e  da t a  on the h e a l t h  of N o r t h  Pacific fishery r e s o u r c e s  and c ould

20 result in the sudden a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  de p l e t i o n  of the r e s o ur c e s ;  and

21 W H E R E A S  the d e p l e t i o n  of the resources w o u l d  cause m a j o r  e c o n o m i c

22 d i s l o c a t i o n  in the s t a t e ' s  c o a s t a l  commun it i e s  and in m an y  c om m u n i t i e s  in

23 the o th e r  states and w o u l d  j e o p a r d i z e  the investments m a d e  to d a t e  in

24 A l a s k a ' s  s hore-based p r o c e s s i n g  plants; and

25 W H E R E A S  the g r o w t h  of the sh o r e - b a se d  p r o c e s s i n g  i n d u s t r y  is con-

26 s t r a i n e d by limited l and avail a b i l i ty ,  lack of i n frastructure, a n d  the

27 limit e d  a v a i l ability of m a r i n e  resources c lose to the s h o r e - b a s e d  opera-

28 tiona; and

29 WHER E A S  the f a c t o r y - t r a w l e r  and m o t h e r - s h i p  fleet doe s  no t  e x p e r i e n c e
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a
1 t h es e  restraints on its growth and can exploit v a s t  areas of the o cean that

2 are not accessible to shore-base operations; and

3 WHER E A S  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  charged w i t h  o v e r s e e i n g and m a k i n g  recommen-

4 d a t i o n s  for the conservation, management, allocation, and u t i l i z a t i o n  of

5 N o r t h  Pacific f i s h e r y  resources in the U n i t e d  States Ex c lusive Economic

6 Zone is the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Fishery M a nagement Council;

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State Le g i s l at u r e  respectfully requests

8 the N o r t h  Pacific Fish er y  Management Council to approve a fishery manage-

9 m e n t  p l a n  amendment that w ould grant shore-based processors a p reference

10 for the a llocation of the h a rv e stable fishery resources of the N orth

11 Pacific; and be it

12 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the Ala s k a  State L egislature respectfully re-

13 qu e s t s  the Se cr e t a r y  of the U n i t e d  States De partment of Commerce to provide

14 final approval for this amendment.

15 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the H o n orable Ro b e r t  A.

16 Mosbacher, Sr., Secretary of the U.S. Department of Commerce; the Honorable

17 W i l l i a m  E. Evans, A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of the National Oceanic and Atmosph e r i c

18 Administration; the Honorable James W. Brennan, Assistant A d m i n is t r a t o r  for

19 Fisheries, N a t i o n a l Marine Fisheries Service; the Honorable John Peterson,

20 C h a i r  of the N o r t h  Pacific Fishery Management Council; and to the Honorable

21 T e d  Stevens and the Honorable Frank M u r k o w s k i , U.S. Senators, and the

22 H o n o r ab l e  Don Young, U.S. Representative, memb e r s  of the Alaska d e l e g a ti o n

23 in Congress.
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