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B Y  THE SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
1 IN THE S E N A T E  ON  INTERNATIONAL TRADE A N D  T O U R I S M

2 SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 32 am

3 IN TH E  L E GI S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to a celebration of the 250th

6 a n n i ve r s a r y  of the Russian dis c o ve r y  of

7 Alaska.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L EG I S LATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the y e a r  1991 marks the 2 5 0 t h  anniversary of the E u ro p e a n

10 di scovery of A l a s k a  by an e x pedition commanded by Vitus Bering; and

11 W H E R E A S  the first d o cumented landing of a E u r opean on Alaska soil took

12 place at K a y a k  Is l a nd  in the Gulf of Alaska, 65 miles southeast of Cordova;

13 and

14 WH E R E A S  the first Eu r opean to set foot on Al a s k a  soil was the natural-

15 ist, G e o r g  W i l h e l m  Steller; and

16 W H E RE A S  this event, under t a ke n  throu g h  sponsorship by the R u s s i a n

17 government, marks the beginning of A l a s k a ' s  recorded history; and

18 W H E R E A S  the Be r i n g  E x pedition L a n d i n g  Site is on the National R e g ister

19 of H i s t o r i c  Places and is classified as a National Historic Landmark; and

20 W H E R E A S  the State of Alaska recognizes the often mutually beneficial

21 interchanges b e t w e e n  the Russian colonists and the already existing Al a s k a

22 Native p o p u l a t i o n  that led to the enrichment of b oth cultures; and

23 W H E R E A S  the State of Alaska r ecognizes its Russ i a n  heritage and wishes

24 to g e n e r a t e  further w a r m  relations among Ala s k a  residents, Alaska's

25 indigenous peoples, and its Soviet neighbors and promote cooperative ex-

26 changes in the areas of trade, tourism, and traditional culture; and

27 W H E R E A S  the goodwill and cultural and historical exchanges that may

28 take p l a ce  in h o n o r  of the 250th a nniversary of the Russian landing in

29 A l a s k a  wi l l  hel p  build strong Alaskan - S o v ie t  ties;
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1 B E  IT RESOLVED that the Governor is encouraged to develop a bilateral

2 celebration of the 250th anniversary of the Russian discovery of Alaska

3 with G o v er n o r  Kobets of Magadan, Soviet Union; and be it

4 FURT H E R  RESOLVED that the c elebration will take place in 1991 to

5 commemorate the first Russian landing in Alaska at K ayak Island.

6 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Nikolai

7 Ivanoich Kashtikan, First Secretary, Chukotka District Communist Party,

8 Soviet Union; Honorable Vyacheslav I. Kobets, Governor of Magadan Territo-

9 ry, Soviet Union; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank

10 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative,

11 members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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