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BY THE SENATE S P E C I A L COMMITTEE
1 IN THE SENATE ON INTERNATIONAL T R A D E  AN D  TOURI S M

2 SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 32

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LE G I S L A T U RE  - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to a celebration of the 2 50th

6 an n i v er s a r y  of the R u s s i a n  d i s covery of

7 Alaska.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L EGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS the year 1991 marks the 2 50th anniversary of the Europ e a n

10 discovery of Al a s k a  by an expedition commanded by Vitus Bering; and

11 WHEREAS the first documented landing of a European o n  A l a s k a  soil took

12 place at K a y a k  Island in the Gulf of Alaska, 65 miles southeast of Cordova;

13 and

14 WHEREAS the first European to set foot on Alaska soil was the natural-

15 ist, G eorg W i lh e l m  Steller; and

16 WHEREAS this event, undertaken through sponsorship by the R u s si a n

17 government, marks the b e ginning of A l a ska's recorded history; and

18 WHEREAS the State of Alaska recognizes its Russian h e r itage and the

19 long history of discovery, exploration, and development of the Al a s ka

20 territory that it shares w i t h  the Soviet Union; and

21 WHEREAS the Bering Expedition Land i n g  Site is on the National Register

22 of Historic Places and is classified as a National H i s t o ri c  Landmark; and

23 WHEREAS the State of Alaska wi s h e s  to foster w a r m  relations w i t h  its

24 Soviet neighbors and promote cooperative exchanges in the areas of trada

25 and tourism; and

26 WHEREAS the goodwill and cultural and historical exchanges that may

27 take place in honor of the 250th anniversary of the R u s s i a n  landing in

28 Alaska will h elp build strong A la skan-Soviet ties;

29 BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor is encouraged to d e v e l o p  a b i l ateral
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1 cel e b r a t i o n of the 2 5 0 t h  an n i v e r s ar y  of the R u s s i a n  d i s c o v e r y  of A l a s k a

2 w i t h  G o v e r n or  K o b e t s  of Magadan, Soviet Uni o n ;  an d  b e  it

3 FURT H ER  R E S O L V E D  that the c e l e b r a t i o n  w i l l  take place in 1991 to

4 commemorate the first R u s s i a n  land in g  i n  A l a s k a  at K a y a k  Island.

5 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  V y a c h e s l a v  I.

6 Kobets, G o v e r n o r  of M a g a d a n  Territory, Soviet Union; and to the Hon o r a b le

7 Ted Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i , U.S. Senators, and the

8 Hon o r ab l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n ta t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g at i o n

9 in Congress.
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