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BY THE HEALTH, EDU CA T I O N  A N D
1 IN T H E S E N A T E  SOCIAL S E R V I C ES  COM M IT T E E

2 CS FO R SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 29 (HESS)

3 IN TH E  L E G I S LA T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 Relat i n g  to schools o n  m i l i t a r y  bases.

6 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE LEGISL A T U R E OF T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

7 WHER E A S  schools located o n  Fort Richardson, Fort Wainwright, Fort

8 Greely, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Eiel s o n  A i r  Force Base, A d a k  N aval Sta-

9 tion, a n d the Kodiak Coast Guard Support C e n t e r  are o p e r a t e d  by the local

10 school district; and

11 W H E R E A S  the federal government owns these schools; and

12 W H E R E A S  most of these school buildings do not m eet local or state

13 b ui l d i n g  codes and are s i g n ificantly below building s t andards w h e n  c o m p a r e d

14 to o t h e r  schools within these areas; and

15 W H ER E A S  the local school dis t ri c t s  are limited to p e r f o r m i n g  m i n o r

16 m a i n t e n a nc e  and repair work, and are expressly p r o h i b i t e d  from s e l l i n g

17 general obligation bonds to raise money for military b a s e  schools; and

18 W H E R E A S despite not owning the land or buildings, the state has spent

19 several milli o n  dollars on repair and maintenance; and

20 WHER E A S  the state cannot continue to meet the r e m a i n i n g  large capi t a l

21 needs of schools due to a severe decline in state revenue; and

22 W H E R E A S  the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Impact A i d  has

23 made a commitment to provide m a j o r  assis t a nc e  for m i l i t a r y  base sc ho o l

24 maintenance; and

25 W H E R E AS  improvements to m i li t a r y  base schools in the state are the

26 se c o n d  highest national priority of the U.S. Department of Education; and

27 WHEREAS federal funding to repair m i l i t a r y  base schools is d e p e nd e n t

28 on c ompletion of a study by the U.S. Department of E d u c a t i o n  and the U.S.

29 D e p a rt m e n t  of Defense that may not be completed for several years; and
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1 WHERE A S  p a re n t s  of c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d in g  m i l i t a r y  bas e  schools have

2 r e q u e s t e d  the federal g overnment to bring t h e s e  schools u p  to the same

3 p h y s i c a l  standards as other schools in the local school district;

4 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the U.S. D e p a r t -

5 m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  and the U.S. Department of D e f e n s e  are requested to

6 e x p e d i t i o u s l y  complete t heir study of m i l i t a r y  bas e  scho o l s  in the state;

7 a n d  be it

8 FURT H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the U.S. D e pa r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  is r e q uested to

9 s e e k  and secure the appropr i a ti o n s  n e c e ss a r y  to r e p a i r  and upgrade m i l i ta r y

10 b a s e  schools in the state, and to bring f acilities up to state and local

11 b u i l d i n g  codes; and be it

12 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that after nec e s s a r y  rep a i r an d  upgrade w o r k  is

13 c o m p l e t e d  the ow nership of the schools sh o u l d  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to the local

14 m u n i c i p a l i t y  u p o n  their request.

15 COPIES of this reso l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Ge o rg e  Bush,

16 Pre s i d en t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  Dan  Quayle, Vic e -P r e s i d e n t of

17 the Uni t e d  States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Hon o r ab l e  J i m

18 Wright, Speaker of the U.S. House of R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s ;  to the Hon o r ab l e  Ted

19 Stevens and the Hon o r a bl e  Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hono r a b l e

20 D o n  Young, U.S. Representative, members of the A l a s k a  d e l eg a t i o n  in Con-

21 gress; to the H o norable R i c h a r d  Cheney, S e c r e t a r y  of the U.S. Depar t m e n t  of

22 Defense; to the Hon o r a b le  Lauro Cavazos, S e c retary of the U.S. D epartment

23 of Education; to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l ia m  G. D e m m e r t , Comm i s s i o ne r  of the

24 A l a s k a  D epartment of Education; and to the supe r i n t e n d en t s  of the

25 Ancho r a g e , Kodiak, and Fairbanks school districts.
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