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6-062 0A

BY FAIRS, COGHILL, HALFORD,
1 IN THE SENATE JONES, F R A NK  AND ZHAROFF

2 SE N A T E J OINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 22

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to federal wilderness areas in

6 Alaska.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is n ow  the r e p o s i t o ry  of 62 percent of all f e d erally

9 d e si g n a t e d  wilderness; and

10 W H E R E AS  federal agencies have r e c o m m e n d e d  join t l y  that 12,100 , 0 0 0

11 acres be added to the w i l de r n e s s  system, spec i f i c a l l y the N a t i on a l  P a r k

12 Service (6,900,000 acres), the U.S. Fis h  a n d  W i l dlife Service (3,500,000

13 acres), the U.S. Forest Service (1,700,000 acres) and the Bureau of L a n d

14 Manag em e n t  (42,000 acres); and

15 WHEREAS Alaskans believe the pres en t  5 6,700,000 acre w ilderness b l o c k

16 in A l a s k a  is en o u g h  to satisfy the W i l d e r n e s s  Pr e s e rvation Act and the

17 Alaska National Interest Lands C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act; and

18 WHER E A S  the land u n d e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  is p resently m a n a g e d  as "de

19 facto" w ilderness and there is no c lear o r  compelling evidence that an

20 additional layer of p r o t e c t i o n  is needed; and

21 WHEREAS Alaska, w i t h  its ge o g r a p h y a n d  physical nature, along w i t h  its

22 climate, has an a b u ndance of nat u r a l l y  w i l d  land to satisfy all but the

23 most intrepid solitude seeker; and

24 WHEREAS Alaska is actively i n v o l v e d  in economic d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n

25 efforts to bring a bet t e r  quality of life to both u r b a n  and rural citizens;

26 and

27 WHEREAS traditional and customary uses, including but not limited to

28 subsistence, h u n t i n g  and fishing, g u i d i n g  and camping require access and

29 use of the land; and
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1 W H E R E A S  part of A l a s k a’s d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  effort depends u p o n  t o u r i s m

2 to h e l p  cr e at e  a n d  susta i n  r e c r e a t i o n - b a s e d  indus t r y and that i n d u s t ry  also

3 requires access, permits, bu i lding sites, and o t h e r  upgrades; and

4 W H E R E A S  fed e r a l l y- d e s i g n a te d  w i l d e r n e s s  ha s  b e e n  p r o v e n  to limit

5 access, s i t e - e n h a n c e me n t  and r e c r e a t io n a l  oppor t u n i t ie s  for the m a j o r i t y  in

6 o r d e r  to b e ne f i t  solitude requirements of the few; and

7 W H E R E A S  A l a sk a n s  still hold to t h e  p r o m i s e s  of sta t e h o od  in the state

8 c o n s t i t u t i o n  that m a n da t e s  in art. V II I ,  sec. 1, "It is the p o l i c y  of the

9 state to e n c o u r a g e  the settlement of its land a n d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of its

10 r e s ources by m a k i n g  them available for m a x i m u m  use consistent w i t h  the

11 p u b l i c  interest";

12 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t ur e  declar e s  that the

13 increase of federal wilderness area lan d  in the State of A l a s k a  is unneces-

14 sary, u n a c ce p t a b l e ,  and against the b est i n terests of the r e sidents of the

15 state; and be it

16 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior and the Secretary

17 of A g r i c u l t u r e  are requested to state a n  ag r eement w i t h  the gene r a l  po li c y

18 stated in this resolution.

19 C O P I E S  of this resolution shall be sent to the H o n o r ab l e  M a n u e l  Lujan,

20 J r . , S e c r e t ar y  of the Interior; and the H o n o r a b l e C l a y t o n  K. Yeutter,

21 Se c retary of Agriculture; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted Stevens and the Honor-

22 able F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, a n d  the H o n orable D o n  Young, U.S.

23 R e p r e se n t a t i v e , members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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