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B Y  FAHRENKAMP, S T U R G U L E W S K I ,
ZHAROFF, DUNCAN, KERTTULA,
P OURCHOT, RODEY, SZYMANSKI, FRANK,

1 IN THE SE N A T E  HALFO R D ,  F AIRS A N D  K E L L Y

2 S E N A T E  J O I NT  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 21

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 E n c o u r a g i n g  favorable c o n s ideration of a

6 state grant ap p l ic a t i o n  by the d i v ision

7 of v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l it a t i o n  of the

8 D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a ti o n  for federal

9 funds to provide assistive technology

10 d e v ic e s  and services.

11 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

12 WHER E A S  there have be e n  m a j o r  a d v an c e s  in the development of techno-

13 logical devices and se r v i c e s  that can assist individuals who h ave d i s a b i l i­

ty ties w i t h  man y  tasks; and

15 WHERE A S  a ssistive t echnology w o u l d  enable some individuals w i t h

16 disabilities to have g r e a t e r  control o v e r  their ow n  lives; to par t i c i p a t e

17 in and c ontribute more fully to a c tivities in their home, school, and w o r k

18 environments, and in t h e ir  communities; to interact to a g r ea t e r  extent

19 wit h  n o n d i s a b l e d  individuals; and to o t h e r w i s e  benefit from o p p ortunities

20 that are taken for g r a n t e d  by i ndividuals who do not have disabilities; and

21 W H E R E A S  the use of a s sistive t e c h n o l o g y  devices and services by indi-

22 viduals w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  can reduce the costs of the di s a b ilities to

23 society, individuals w i t h  disabilities, and families of individuals w i t h

24 dis a b i l i t i es  by r e d uc i n g  e x p e n ditures assoc i a t e d  w i t h  early intervention,

25 education, r e h abilitation, h e a l t h  care, transportation, t e l e c o m m u n ic a t i o n

26 services, and other services required by individuals w i t h  disabilities; an d

27 W H E R E A S  many i ndividuals w i t h  dis a b i li t i e s  do not have a cce sa  to the

28 assistive t e chnology d e v i c e s  and se n s i ti v e  technology services that they

29 need to f un ction in soci e t y  c o m m en s u r a t e  w i t h  their abilities; and



1 WHEREAS A l a s k a  does not have a comprehensive program for making tech-

2 nology-related assistance available to individuals with disabilities

3 because the state lacks the resources to pay for the devices and services

4 and to pay trained personnel to provide assistance, information, and coor-

5 dination of services to those in need of the technology; and

6 WHEREAS, on January 25, 1988, Congress enacted the Technology-Related

7 Assistance for Individuals w i t h  Disabilities Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-407);

8 and

9 WHEREAS the Congress has made available 10 grants of $500,000 each so

10 that the states wil l  have the financial resources to b egin to provide

11 assistive technology devices and services to its citizens in need of the

12 technology; and

13 WHEREAS d i sa b l e d  Alaskans and their families would greatly benefit

14 from the establishment of such a program;

15 BE IT R ES O L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature strongly supports and

16 encourages efforts made by the state to be among the first 10 states to re-

17 ceive a grant to establish a program to provide assistive technology de-

18 vices and services as set out in P.L. 100-407; and be it

19 FURTHER R E S O LV E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully re-

20 quests the Secretary of Education to give positive consideration to the

21 State of Alaska's request for a grant this year and in future years; and be

22 it

23 FURTHER R E SO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature requests the Alaska

24 Congressional delegation to support the state's grant application through

25 all appropriate means.

26 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Lauro F.

27 Cavazos, Secretary of Education; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the

28 Honorable F rank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

29 Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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