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Introduced: 1/19/89 6-0576A
Referred: Resources

BY COGHILL, ZHAROFF
1 IN THE SENATE A N D  K ELLY

2 SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION NO. 14

3 IN TH E  L E GI S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALA SK A

4 SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 Relating to solid waste management in

6 remote and isolated Arctic communities.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS the Environmental Prote c t i on  Agency has proposed new  rules to

9 regulate the disposal of solid waste; and

10 WHEREAS the changes proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency

11 will have substantial effects in each community in the state; and

12 WHEREAS many communities in the state affected by the proposed rules

13 are remote and isolated; and

14 WHEREAS ideally suited sites for solid waste disposal are limited by

15 the realities of an Arctic environment; and

16 WHEREAS diverse and severe climactic conditions in Alaska, particular-

17 ly in the Arctic, can severely limit the development and operation of

18 facilities for the disposal of solid waste; and

19 WHEREAS less than three percent of the total number of landfills in

20 the state can use the Environmental Protection Agency cost analysis model

21 to estimate cost compliance w i t h  the proposed Environmental Protection

22 Agency rules; and

23 WHEREAS the proposed rules of the Environmental Protection Agency

24 contain no special provisions for small or remote facilities; and

25 WHEREAS the state is n o w  work i n g  with unorganized communities not

26 wit h i n  a borough of the state to devise regional plans for the collection

27 and transportation of solid w a s t e  to regional facilities that can comply

28 w ith the regulations of the A l a s k a  Department of Environmental Conservation

29 on the management of solid waste; and
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1 WHER E A S the clos u re  of e x i s t i n g  s o l i d  w a s t e  facilities b ef o r e  th e

2 impleme n t a t i on  of the p l a n s  for the re g i o n a l  facil i t i e s  wi l l  be c o u n te r p r o -

3 duct iv e  to solutions to solid w a s t e  m a n a gement; and

4 WHEREAS the clos u r e  of e x i s t i n g  facil i ti e s  w o u l d  impede the p r o g r e s s

5 that the state is m a k i n g  i n  its effo r t s  to assist small communities i n  the

6 mana g e m e n t  of t heir s o l i d  waste;

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  requests the E n v i r o n -

8 mental Pr o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  to exempt the remote and i s o l a te d  co m m u n i t ie s  in

9 the state from the rules p r o p o s e d  by the E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y

10 for s olid w aste m a n a g e m e nt ;  and be it

11 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the E nv iron-

12 me n t a l  P r o t e ct i o n  A g e n c y  w o r k  w i t h  the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l

13 C o n s e r v a t i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  and enfo r ce  special standards for solid w a s t e

14 m anagement t a i lored to remote and isolat e d  com m u n i t i e s in the state.

15 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to W i l l i a m  K. Reilly,

16 A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of the E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency, and to the H o n o r a b l e

17 Ted Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Murko w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, a n d  the

18 Hon or a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e presentative, m e m b er s  of the Al a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n

19 in Congress.
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