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1 IN THE S E N A T E  BY THE STATE A F F A I R S  COM M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. I (State A f f a i r s )

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E OF A L A S K A

4 SIX T E EN T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  an amendment to the Constitu-

6 t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to

7 o p e n  meetings.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U RE  OF T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. Article I, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska, is amen d e d

10 by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

11 SECT I O N  24. M E E TI N G S  OPEN. (a) Except as p r o v i d e d  in (b) of

12 this section, priva t e  and s u b s t a n t i v e  discus s i o ns  o r  d e b a te s  o n  legis-

13 l a t i o n  u n de r  its j u r i s d i c t i o n  by a q u o r u m  of a ho u s e  of the legisla-

14 tur e  or of a committee are prohib i t ed .

15 (b) The legislature or a c o m m i t t e e  of the l e g i s la t u r e  ma y  meet

16 in e x e c u t i v e  sessions a u t h o r i z e d  by law.

17 (c) A  court may not p r e s c r i b e  rules or p r o c e d ur e s  for the con-

18 duc t  of legislative business or i n v a l i d a t e  legisl a t i o n b e c a u s e  of a

19 v i o l a t i o n  of this section.

20 (d) A court may impose a civil fine upon a m e m b e r  of the legis-

21 lature for a wilful v i o l a t i o n  of this sect io n  and m a y impose o ther

22 s a n c t i o n s  authorized by law.

23 (e) The legislature may i m plement this section.

24 * Sec. 2. INTENT. (a) The p u r p o s e  of the amendment to art. I, Consti-

25 tut i o n  of the State of Alaska, p r o p o s e d  in sec. 1 of this r e s o l u t i o n  is to

26 make o p e n n e s s  in government the rule and secrecy the exception. The amend-

27 ment e n s u r e s  that the public is not e x c l u d e d  during the s u b s t a n t i ve  delib-

28 erat i ve  and  deci si o n - m a k i ng  stages of the b u dgetary an d  l a w m a ki n g  process.

29 (b) This amendment provides a basis for judicial e n f o r c e m en t  of the
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1 existing o pen m e e tings law (AS 4 4 . 62.310 - 44.62.312) o r  an amendment to

2 the extent that the provisions are consistent w i t h  the amendment proposed

3 in sec. 1 of this resolution, no t w i t h s t a n d i n g  art. II, secs. 6 and 12,

4 C o n s t i t u t i on  of the State of Alaska. The amount of civil fines authorized

5 by this amendment may be established by law.

6 (c) This amendment is not intended to prevent the free flow of ideas

7 among legislators or their p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p u b l i c  forums, community

8 events, site visitations, or social events.

9 (d) In the p re p a ration of its n e u t r a l  summary u n d e r  AS 15.58.020(6)-

10 (C), the L e g i s l at i v e  Affairs Agency shall consider the statement of legis-

11 lative intent c o ntained in (a) - (c) of this section.

12 * Sec. 3. The amendment proposed by this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be placed

13 before the voters of the state at the next general e l e c t i o n  in conformity

14 with art. XIII, sec. 1, Constitution of the State of Alaska, and the elec-

15 tion laws of the state.
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