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BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  RESOL U T I O N  NO. 56

3 IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 SI XT E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE CO N D  SESS I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to e d u c a t i o n  for students w i t h

6 a t t en t i o n  d e f i c i t  disorders.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E GI S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS, u n d e r  sec. 504 of P.L. 93-112, as a m e n d e d  ( R e h a b ilitation Act

9 of 1973), and P.L. 94-142 (Education of the H a n d i c a p p e d  Act), and regula-

10 tions adopted u n d e r  those Acts, s t u d e n ts  w i t h  h a n d i c a p s  are entitled to

11 equality in e ducational o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and services in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any

12 p r og r a m  or activity that receives or benefits from federal financial assis-

13 tance; and

14 WHEREAS the Le a r n i n g  and A t t e n t i o n  D e f i c i t  D i s o r d e r  Educational

15 Resource o r g a n i z a t i o n  (LADDER) is w o r k i n g  to e n s u r e  that the school dis-

16 tricts of the state comply wit h  the federal laws and regulations; and

17 WHEREAS the federal laws and regulations are i n t e r preted by LADDER to

18 include students w i t h  a t tention deficit d i s o r d e r  (ADD) and a t t e n t i o n

19 deficit d i s o r d e r  w i t h  h y p e r a c t i vi t y  (ADDH) w i t h i n  the d e f i n i t i o n  of handi-

20 capped; and

21 WHEREAS 13 to 20 percent of the national school p o p u l a t i o n  is said to

22 have ADD or ADDH, and five to eight percent is s a i d  to be of average to

23 above average intelligence w i t h  one or m o r e  learning d i sa b ilities and

24 qualify as h a n d i c a p p e d  under federal law; and

25 WHEREAS LADDER'S efforts incl u d e  a d v o c a t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e student to

26 teacher ratios, classes in social skills for q u a l i f i e d  students, the devel-

27 opment of a s si s t a nce/care teams to support and m o n i t o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  stu-

28 dents, i n creased in-service t r a i n i n g  for t e a chers to i de ntify and appropri-

29 ately teach students who qualify as h a n d i c a p p e d  u n d e r federal law, and
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1 b u s i n g  of students to p r o g r a m s  that m e e t  individual n e e d s  of students; and

2 W H E R E A S  full comp l i a nc e  wi t h  the federal laws requires a significant

3 comm i t m en t  of state and local resources and sh o u l d  be coordi n a te d  on a

4 sta t e w id e  b asis to en s u r e  that the state and local school districts are not

5 d i s q u a l i f i e d  from r e c e i v i n g  federal financial assistance;

6 B E  IT R E S OL V E D  that the Alaska State L e g i s la t u r e  a p pl a u d s  the efforts

7 of LADDER; a n d be it

8 F U R T H E R RESOLVED that the D epartment of E d u c a t i o n  is respectfully

9 r e q u e s t e d  to review the p o l icies of school d i s tricts in the state to ensure

10 that the federal laws r e l a t i n g  to the e d u c at i o n  of the h andicapped are

11 b e i n g  c om plied with.
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