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Introduced: 2/9/90 6-2I51A
Referred: Health, Ed ucation and Social Services

BY SEN. FAIRS, Coghill, Eliason, Fischer, Jones, Sturgulewski, Rodey, 
Kelly, Halford, Uehling, Binkley

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SENATE CONCURRENT RESO LU T I O N  NO. 49

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SE CO N D  SESSION

5 E ndorsing a n  initiative p e t i t io n  amend-

6 ing laws relating to the possession,

7 use, and d i s p l a y  of m a r i j u a n a  that makes

8 p o s s e s s i on  of less than eight ounces of

9 m a r i j u an a  a crime.

10 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 WHEREAS more than 42,000 individuals in Alaska have signed a petition

12 to put before the voters the question of w h e t h e r  use, display, or posses-

13 sion of less than eight ounces of marijuana by an adult should be illegal

14 as a class B misdemeanor: and

15 WHEREAS the current state statutes p e r ta i n i n g  to the possession, use,

16 and display of marijuana do not conform to federal law; and

17 WHEREAS Alaska is the only state in the Uni t e d  States that allows

18 adults up to four ounces of marijuana for personal use in the home without

19 criminal penalty; and

20 WHEREAS the current law indicates to A l a s k a n  youth that the possession

21 and use of marijuana is acceptable adult b e h a vi o r  in contrast to federal

22 laws that make possession and use of mar i j u a n a  a crime; and

23 WHEREAS quantities of marijuana in the home cause a controlled sub-

24 stance to be more accessible to persons u n d e r  19 years of age and sends a

25 harmful and mixed message to the y o u t h  of the state; and

26 WHEREAS the Alaska A ssociation of Student G overnments has adopted

27 resolutions at two different statewide conferences u r gi n g  the legislature

28 to amend the current marijuana law to make the p o s s e s s i o n  and use of less

29 than four ounces of marijuana illegal; and
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1 W H ER E A S  local g overnments throughout the state have ap p r o v e d  resolu-

2 tions u r g i n g  t h e  legislature to amend state law r e l a t i n g to the use of

3 marijuana; a n d

4 W H E R E A S school d istricts and e d u c a t io n a l  o r g a n i z a t io n s  ac r o s s the

5 state have p a s s e d  resolutions e n c o u r a g i n g  the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of mari-

6 juana; and

7 WHER E A S  the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n of Nati v e s  at its 1989 c o n v e n t i o n  took a

8 roll call v o t e  and u na n i m o u s l y  pa s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  r e c o m m e n d i n g the amend-

9 ment of the state's m a r i j u a n a  law to mak e  its po s s e s s i o n  a crime; and

10 WHER E AS  the THC content of c o n f i s c a t e d  m a r i j u a n a  in the state has

11 increased in potency from a p p ro x i m a t e l y one to two p e r c e n t  10 y e a r s  ago to

12 as hig h  as five to 10 percent in 1989; and

13 W H E RE A S  recent research has yiel d ed  findings d e m o n s t r a t i n g  that mari-

14 juana may h a v e  detrimental effects on the brain as well as the h u m a n  respi-

15 ratory, cardiovascular, reproductive, and immune systems; and

16 W H E R E AS  the use of m a r i j u a n a  may impair visual t r a c k i n g  and d e p t h

17 perception an d  may reduce coordination, reaction time, and vigilance,

18 making it dangerous to drive, fly, or operate machinery, as e v i d e n c e d  by

19 the 1987 A m t r a k - C o n r a i 1 t rain crash n e a r  Baltimore that killed 16 peo p l e

20 and injured 175; and

21 W H E R E AS  the President of the U n i t e d  States has called u p o n  government

22 at all levels to enact laws and prov id e  mechanisms to solve the p r o b l e m  of

23 drug abuse in our country;

24 BE IT RE S OLVED that the S i x t e e n t h  Al a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  j o i n s

25 Alaskans statewide in s upporting the initiative w h i c h  w i l l  a p p e a r  on the

26 forthcoming election ballot m a k i n g  possession, use, an d  d i s p l a y  of less

27 than eight ounces of m a r i j u a n a  illegal as a class B m i s d emeanor.

28 CO P I ES  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  M y r a  M.

29 Munson, comm i s s i o n e r of h e a l t h  und social services; the A l as k a  P eace
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Officers Association; Citizens C o a l i t i o n  for the Rec r i m i n a l iz a t i o n  of M a r i­

juana; Alaskans for Drug Free Youth; the Ala s k a  F e deration of Natives; the 

Alaska A s s o c i a t i o n  of Student Governments; to each school board of a school 

district; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 

Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don Young, U.S. Representative, 

members of the Ala s k a  delegation in Congress.
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