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BY SEN. BINKLEY, Zharoff, Coghill, Pourchot, Eliason, Faiks, Jones,
Pearce, Uehling, Adams, Kelly

1 IN T H E  SENATE

2 SE N A T E  CONCU R R E NT  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 44

3 IN TH E LE G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to A l c o h o l - R e l a t e d  B i r t h  De-

6 fects A w a r e n e s s  Week.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS fetal alcohol syndrome is the n u m b e r  two cause in the United

9 States of b i r t h  defects ac c o m p a n i ed  by mental retardation, and the only

10 p r e v en t a b l e  one; and

11 WHEREAS fetal alcohol syndrome results in p e r manent gr o w t h  retarda-

12 tion, physical malformations, and permanent central nerv o u s  sy s t e m  damage,

13 including de v e lopmental delay, learning disabilities, and beha v io r a l  prob-

14 l e m s , and is most o ften a ccompanied by mental retardation; and

15 WHEREAS pregnant w o m e n  who consume alcohol also risk ha v i n g children

16 w i t h  fetal alcohol effects, w h i ch  most often include permanent develop-

17 m e nt a l  delays, learning disabilities, and beha v i or a l  problems; and

18 WHEREAS alcohol- r e l a te d  birth defects hav e only recently b e e n  dis-

19 c o v e r e d  to be a major he a l t h  problem, and m a n y  questions r e g a r d i n g  them

20 re m a in  unanswered; and

21 WHEREAS the latest research shows that children w i t h  fetal alcohol

22 syndrome and fetal alcohol effects are often unable to live totally in-

23 dependent lives; and

24 WHEREAS the r e s earch has also s h o w n  that additional c h i l d r e n  of a

25 w o m a n  who has previously given b i r t h  to a c h i l d  w i t h  an a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d

26 b i r t h  defect are most o ften bor n  w i t h  a l c o h o l - r e l a te d  b irth defects in

27 su c c e s s i v e l y  severe degrees if the w o m a n  continues to drink dur i n g  h e r

28 pregnancies; and

29 WHEREAS, without exception, moth e r s of infants b o m  with fetal alcohol
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syndrome consumed alcohol during pregnancy; and

WHEREAS alcohol-related b i r t h  defects can be prevented if pregnant 

w omen and w o me n  w h o  p l a n  to become pregnant abstain from alcohol consump­

tion; and

W HEREAS the Surge o n  General has issued a n  advisory that pregnant women 

and w om e n  who pla n  to become pregnant should not consume alcohol;

BE IT RESOLV E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor to p r o c l ai m  May 13 - 19, 1990, Alcohol-Related B i r t h  Defects 

Awareness Week, and to request that schools, health care organizations and 

practitioners, and other public and priv a t e  agencies and individuals o b­

serve the week w i t h  appropriate activities.
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