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BY  B I N K L E Y ,  RODEY, K E R T T U L A
1 IN THE SENATE A N D  S T U R G U L E W S K I

2 SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

A SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to F e t a l  Alcohol S y n drome

6 A w a r e n e s s  Week.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS a l c o h o l - re l a t e d  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  are a m a j o r  hea l t h  p r o b l e m  in

9 Alaska; and

10 WHEREAS the most severe a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  b i r t h  def e c t  is fetal alcohol

11 syndrome, w h i c h  includes p e r m a n e nt  g r o w t h  r e t a r d a t i o n  in weight, length,

12 and head c i r c u m f e r e n c e ; a l t e r e d  mo r p h o ge n e s i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h a r a ct e r i s t i c

13 facial abnormalities; and central n e r v o us  system damag e ,  often w i t h  mental o 1A retardation; and

15 WHEREAS fetal alcohol s y n d r o m e is o ften a c c o m p a n i e d  by o t h e r  severe

16 medical probl e m s  such as h eart defects or defects in other organs; and

17 WHEREAS pregnant w o m e n  wh o  consume alcohol a l s o  risk h a v i n g  babies

18 with  other m i l d  or intense damage, called fetal a l c o h o l  effects, w h i c h  ma y

19 include central nervous s y s t e m  involvement wit h  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  delay, learn-

20 ing disabilities, b e havioral problems, growth retardation, or abnormal

21 facial characteristics; and

22 WHEREAS research has a lso s hown that a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  of a w o m a n

23 who has p r e v i o u s l y  given b i r t h  to a child w i t h  a n  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  b i r t h  

2A defect w ill be born w i t h  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  b i r t h  defe c t s  in succ e s s i v e l y

25 severe degr e e s  if the w o m a n  continues to d rink d u r i n g  pregnancy; and

26 WHEREAS a l c o h o l -r e l a t e d  b irth defects can b e  totally p r e v e n t e d  if

27 pregnant w o m e n  and w om e n  w h o  pla n  to become p r e g n a n t  abst a i n  from alcohol

28 consumption;

29 BE IT RE S O L V E D  that the Ala s k a State L e g i s l a t u r e  resp e c t f ul l y  requests
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1 the G o v e r n o r to p r o c l a i m  M a y 14 - 20, 1989, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Aware-

2 ness Week, and to request that schools, h e a l t h  care organ i za t i o n s  and

3 practitioners, a n d  o t h er  public and p r i v a t e  agencies and individuals ob-

4 serve the wee k  w i t h  appropriate activities.
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