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R e f er re d:  Re s o u r c e s

6 - 1 7 1 8 A

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

1 IN  T H E  SENATE

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 422

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIX TE EN TH L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESS ION

5 A  B IL L

6 F o r  a n  Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  use a r e a  permi ts ,

7 the Big G a m e  Co mme r c i a l  Services Board, a n d  guide-

8 outfitters, transporters, and prov id er s of o t h e r  b i g

9 game c om me r c i a l  services."

10 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E STATE OF  ALASKA:

11 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS A ND PURPOSE. (a) The l egislature f in ds  that

12 (1) u n r e g u l a t e d  access to game m a n a g e m e n t  units by guide- ou t-

13 fitters

14 (A) can p o t e n t i a l l y  h a r m  the state's v a l u a b l e  b i g  ga m e

15 r es ources by  allowing o ve r h a r v e s t  of big  game species o r  p o p u l a t i o n s

16 that ha v e  a low recovery c a p a c i t y  or that exist in low ab un d a n c e ;  and

17 (B) has h i n d e r e d  m a n a g e m e n t  of hunters g u i d e - o u t f i t t e d  by

18 g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r s , led to c o n f lic ts  among g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r s , an d de-

19 creas ed  the quality of the h u n t i n g  e x per ie nc e for clie nt s of guide-

20 o ut fit te rs  and other hunters;

21 (2) an e c o no mi ca lly  v i a b l e  g uid e - o u t f i t t e r  i nd us try  c a n  o f f e r  a

22 q u a l i t y  h u n t i n g  e xperience to h u n t e r s  from throughout the w o r l d  w h o  s e e k  a

23 u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to pursue and take trophy b i g  game anima ls i n  the s ta te

24 an d can c on tr i b u t e  s i g n i f ic an tly  to the state's econo my b y  i n c r e a s i n g

25 t o ur is m an d s up po rt in g a v a r i e t y  of b u si ne sse s a sso ci at ed  w i t h  the guide-

26 o u t f i t t e r  industry;

27 (3) the g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  in dustry pr ov id es  an o p p o r t u n i t y  for

28 e n h a n c i n g  the state's economy, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  e c o n o m i e s  of

29 the rural r e g i o n s  of the state;
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1 (4) i nt ens e co mp et it ion  exists for b i g  game in many parts of the

2 state an d the a l l o c a t i o n  of access to big  game hunti ng  opportunities among

3 gu i d e - o u t f i t t e r s  w i l l  prevent overharvest of big  game in those areas and

4 w il l  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u e d  op e n  access to the b i g  game resource by all users;

5 (5) a r e s o u r c e - b a s e d  management sys te m for allocating access to

6 b i g  game h u n t i n g  o p p o r tu ni tie s among g ui de -outfitters will alleviate con-

7 flicts among g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r s , will provide an effective basis for regulat-

8 ing g u i d e - o u tf it ter s,  and wi l l  enhance c o n s e r v a t i o n  and management of big

9 g a m e ;

10 (6) a lo n g - t e r m  interest in the c on se rvation of wildli fe encour-

11 ages s ound m a n a g e m e n t  practices among users of wildlife and fosters a

12 m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  r e l ati on sh ip  betwee n w i l d l i f e  and the users of wildlife

13 b e c a u s e  the u s e r  u n d e r s t a n d s  that the user 's  own  future well-being is

14 dep en de nt  upon  w i s e  use of the resource in the present.

15 (b) The p u r p o s e  of this Act is to

16 (1) e s t a b l i s h  a resource-based sys te m of allocating access to

17 b i g  game h u n ti ng  opport un iti es  among gu id e-o utfitters that is fully con-

18 sistent wi t h  c o m m o n  use principles of the Cons ti tut io n of the State of

19 Alaska; and

20 (2) support the conservation and management of the state's

21 wildlife, p r o v i d e  e co nomic and noneconomic benefits to the state and to the

22 citizens of the state, a nd generate revenue for the state from the wise use

23 of wi ldl if e for comme rc ial  purposes.

24 (c) This Ac t does not affect the e xi s t i n g  rights and privileges of

25 subsistence an d resident sport hunters to take game in the state.

26 * Sec. 2. A S  08.54 is amended by add in g n e w  sections to read:

27 A R T I C L E  5. GU ID E - O U T F I T T E R  US E AREAS.

28 Sec. 08.54.610. G UID E- OUTFITTER U S E  AREAS, (a) The board shall

29 e s t ab lis h g u i d e - o ut fi tt er  use areas throughout the state. The board
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1 shall consider the recommendations of the Department of Fish and Game

2 in identif yi ng  the boundaries of the use areas. The board shall adopt

3 the recommendations of the Department of Fish and Game for each use

4 area unless the board obtains a finding from the Department of Fish

5 and Game that an amended use area boundary as pr oposed by the board

6 will not adversely affect wildlife conservation and management.

7 (b) The board may amend the boundaries of use areas adopted

8 u n d e r  (a) of this section if

9 (1) the Department of Fish and Game finds that the proposed

10 amendment will not adversely affect wildlife conservation and manage-

11 m e n t ; and

12 (2) the board notifies all guide-outfitters who hold use

13 are a permits for the affected use areas of the proposed amendment and

14 provides those guide-outfitters with an opportunity to comment on the

15 pr opo se d amendment.

16 Sec. 08.54.620. OFFERINGS OF GUIDE-OUTFITTER USE AREAS. (a)

17 The board shall annually offer available use areas to qualified guide-

18 outfitters. The board shall stagger the offering of use areas.

19 (b) The board may request recommendations from the public for

20 use areas to be offered at the next offering of use areas.

21 (c) The board shall decide whether a use area will be offered

22 for sole or joint use before offering the use area. In making its

23 decision, the b oard shall consider for each use area

24 (1) information provided by the Department of Fi s h  and Game

25 on the status of b ig  game populations, historical harvests of big

26 game, and uses of wildlife in the use area;

27 (2) information gathered from previous use by guide-outfit-

28 ters that would facilitate big game management and planning;

29 (3) requirements for economically viable guide-outfitter
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operations;

(4) the n u m b e r  of econ om ic all y v i a b l e  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r

operations that the u s e  area could support;

(5) the effect of guide- ou tf it tin g ac tivities o n  resident 

hunters; and

(6) o t h e r  relevant factors, i ncluding land o w n e r s h i p  

c o n c e r n s , land m a n a g e m e n t  c o n c e r n s , an d law enforcement c o n c e r n s .

(d) Use areas for w h ic h use area permits have e x p i r e d  or  been

relinquished by the permittee or revo ke d by the b o a r d  m a y  be offered

at the next o f f e r i n g  of use areas.

(e) The n ot i c e  of the offering of use areas m u s t  i n cl ud e for 

each use area

(1) the location and a b r i e f  d e s c r i pt io n of the u s e  area;

(2) w h e t h e r  the use area is available for sole o r  joint

u s e .

Sec. 08.54.630. G U I D E - O UT FI TT ER  USE A R E A  PERMIT; R E G I S T R A T I O N  

PERMIT. (a) A  g u id e- ou tfi tt er  use area permit or r e g i s t r a t i o n  permit 

authorizes a g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  to guide-outfit h unts in the use ar e a  for 

those big game species specified by the permit and ma y limit the

number of clients that may be g uide-outfitted in the use a r e a  each

year.

(b) A  sole use area permit grants to the p e r m i t t e e  the sole

privilege to g u id e- ou tf it hunts for all big game species that occur

within the use area. A  joint use area permit grants to the per mi tt ee  

the privilege to guide-outfit hunts in the us e area  for the b i g  game 

species specified in the permit; however, all j oint use  a r e a  permits 

for a use area, w h e n  considered together, must grant p r i v i l e g e s  to 

guide-outfit h un ts  for all big game species that o c c u r  w i t h i n  the use 

area.
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(c) A  use a r e a  that is not aw a r d e d  to a  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  u n d e r  

AS 0 8 . 5 4 . 6 5 0  is o p e n  to u s e  by  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r s  w h o  a r e  c e r t i f i e d  to 

g u i d e - o u t f i t  h u nts  i n  the g a m e  ma nag e m e n t  u n i t  in w h i c h  th e u se  a rea

is l o c ate d and w h o  o b t a i n  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  p e r m i t  for the  u s e  area. The

b oa rd  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  the  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  p e r m i t s  that w i l l  be

issued for ea c h  u s e  area. R e g i s t r a t i o n  p e r m i t s  are v a l i d  for  the

c a l e n d a r  y e a r  in w h i c h  the y are issued. A  r e g i s t r a t i o n  pe rm i t  mus t 

spec if y the big  ga m e  spec ie s for w h i c h  h u nt s m a y  b e  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e d  

u nd er  the a u t h o r i t y  of the permit.

(d) A  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  m ay  not g u i d e - o u t f i t  a h u n t  f o r  a b i g  game 

spec ies  in a use area, un l e s s  the g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  has a u s e  area

permit or r e g i s t r a t i o n  p er m i t  that e nt i t l e s  the g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  to

g u i d e - o u t f i t  h un ts  for that species in that use  area.

(e) A  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  shall p h y s i c a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in field

o p er at io ns  w hile g u i d e - o u t f i t t e d  hunts are c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  the a u t h o r­

ity of a use area  p e r m i t  or  re gi s t r a t i o n  pe rm i t  h e l d  b y  the guide- 

outfitter.

Sec. 08.54.640. A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR  A  G U I D E - O U T F I T T E R  U S E  A R E A

PERMIT. (a) A  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  who  is l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 5 4 . 3 5 0  and 

is ce r t i f i e d  by t h e  b o a r d  to guid e- ou tf it h unt s in the g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  

unit in w h i c h  the u s e  area is located m a y  a p pl y for a g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  

use ar e a  permit.

(b) A  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  shall submit a se pa r a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  for 

each  use area p e r m i t  sought. The a p p l i c a t i o n  shall be m a d e  on  a form 

p r o v i d e d  by the b o a r d  a nd  shall be a c c o m p a n i e d  by  the a p p l i c a t i o n  fee 

and a p ro p o s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  pl a n  for the cond uc t of g u i d e - o u t f i t t e d  

hunts u n d e r  the u s e  are a permit, i n c l u d i n g  loca ti ons  of base  camps, 

the n u m b e r  of c li ents, a n d  the b i g  game  speci es  to b e  hunted.

(c) T he  d e p a r t m e n t  shall set the a p p l i c a t i o n  fee fo r a guide-
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w m m m

outf it ter  use area permit u n d e r  AS 08.01.065.

Sec. 08.54.650. PROCEDURES FOR AW AR D I N G  GUIDE-OUT FIT TE R USE A R E A  

PERMIT, (a) The board shall adopt procedures for evaluating the 

qualific at io ns of applicants for gui de - o u t f i t t e r  use area permits. 

The proc edu re s must appropriately b a l a n c e  the criteria included under 

(b) of this section to ensure that n e w  guide-outfitter licensees under 

this chapt er are not unfairly d i s a d v a n t a g e d  or denied an opportunity 

to obtain a use area permit in those ga m e  management units for w hi ch  

the licensee is certified by the board.

(b) The board shall evaluate e a c h  application and determine 

w h e t h e r  the applicant is q ualified fo r a guide-outfitter use area p e r­

mit under  criteria adopted by the board, including

(1) the applicant's a b i l i t y  and means to provide the type 

and qualit y of guide-outfitting servic es  proposed by the applicant, as 

demo ns tra te d by the applicant's p r o p o s e d  operations plan;

(2) whether the applicant has proposed a g uide-outfitting

o peration in the use area that is economically feasible given the 

economic resources of the applicant;

(3) the applicant's h i s t o r y  of safety in guide-outfitting

hunts or demonstrated ability to guide-outfit hunts safely;

(4) the applicant's h i s t o r y  of compliance w i t h  state and

federal fish and game and g u i d e - ou tf itt in g statutes and regulations;

(5) the applicant's e x pe rie nc e in or knowledge of the use

area;

(6) the applicant's h i s t o r y  of compliance w i t h  AS 08.54.- 

520(a) in regard to prior a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to enter or remain on state, 

federal, or private land;

(7) whether the applicant has obtained those p r i o r  a u t h o­

rizations to guide-outfit hunts on  state, federal, or private land in

422 -6- Sb0422a



,:*ragl

1 the use area from the significant or ma jo r landowners in the use area

2 or has demonstrated the ability to acquire those authorizations;

3 (8) whether the applicant holds all permits and licenses

4 necessary to guide-outfit hunts in the use area or has demonstrated

5 the ability to obtain the necessary permits and licenses.

6 (c) If the board determines that m or e  applicants are qualified

7 to receive a use area permit for a use area than there are use area

8 permits available, then the board shall reevaluate the applications of

9 the qualified applicants and, with or without requesting additional

10 documentation, shall select the best qualified applicants to receive

11 the available permits. The board may request the qualified applicants

12 to appear before the b o a r d  to discuss the applicant's application in

13 regard to the criteria in (b) of this section.

14 (d) The board shall award a use a rea permit only to a qualified

15 applicant.

16 (e) If a successful applicant does not provide, at the time the

17 board awards the use area permit, proof of the permits and licenses

18 necessary to guide-outfit hunts in the use area or the authorizations

19 to guide-outfit hunts on state, federal, or private land in the use

20 area from the significant or major landowners in the use area, the

21 board shall issue a conditional use area permit that is valid for 120

22 days. A  conditional use area permit does not entitle the permittee to

23 guide-outfit hunts w i t h i n  the use area. If the successful applicant

24 provides proof satisfactory to the board wi thi n 120 days after issu-

25 ance of the conditional use area permit that the applicant has re-

26 ceived the necessary permits and licenses and land use authorizations,

27 the applicant shall be awarded a use area  permit. If the successful

28 applicant does not provide the required proof within 120 days after

29 issuance of the conditional use area permit, the conditional use area
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permit is void. If a condit ion al  use area permit is v o i d e d  u n d e r  this 

subsection, the b o a r d  shall of fe r the use area pe r m i t  to the n e x t  best 

q u a li fi ed  applicant for the use area.

Sec. 08.54.660. T E R M  A N D  SUSPE NS ION  O R  R E V O C A T I O N  OF  GUIDE- 

O U T F I T T E R  US E A R E A  PERMIT; OP ER A T I O N S  PLAN. (a) T h e  b o a r d  shall 

grant g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  use  are a permi ts  for a term not to e x c e e d  10 

years, unless the  b o a r d  determines, a fter c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the D e­

partment of F i s h  an d Game, that a longer term wi l l  f u r t h e r  p r o m o t e  the 

w il dl if e c o n s e r v a t i o n  an d m ana ge me nt  objectives of the u s e  areas. The 

term  of a use a re a  permit m a y  not in any instance e x c e e d  15 years.

(b) The b o a r d  m a y  after a he a r i n g  suspend or  rev o k e  a u s e  area 

permit for

(1) v i o l a t i o n  of the conditions of the use a r e a  permit;

(2) failure to e xe rcise the privileges c o n f e r r e d  by the use 

area permit for  one year;

(3) a significant u n a u t h o r i z e d  deviation, as d e f i n e d  by the 

board, from a n  opera ti ons  plan;

(4) fraud in a pp lying for a use area p e r m i t  or assignment 

of a use area permit; or

(5) o the r good cause, as defined by the board.

(c) The b o a r d  may  suspend or revoke a u s e  ar e a  p e r m i t  upon 

conviction of the p e r m itt ee  of an unlawful act u n d e r  AS  08.54.520.

(d) A  u s e  area  permit is su spended au to m a t i c a l l y  if the p e r m i t­

tee fails to p a y  the wildli fe c ons ervation fee w h e n  due. T he s u s p e n­

sion remains in effect until the w il dl ife  c o n s e r v a t i o n  fee is paid.

(e) A  u s e  a r e a  permit is revoked a ut om ati ca ll y u p o n  r e v o c a t i o n  

of the p er m i t t e e ' s  gu id e - o u t f i t t e r  license. A  use  a r e a  permit is 

suspended a u t o m a t i c a l l y  u p o n  suspe ns ion  of the p e r m i t t e e ' s  guide- 

outfitter license.
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(£) If the l i c e n s e  of a g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  is summ ar il y s u s pe nd ed 

u n d e r  AS 08 .0 1. 07 5(c ),  the use ar e a  permit s h e l d  by  the g u i d e - o u t­

fitter are s u s p e n d e d  aut o m a t i c a l l y  until a f t e r  the final d i s p o s i t i o n  

of the d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  by the board.

(g) A  h e a r i n g  to suspend or revoke a u s e  ar e a  permit m a y  be 

co mb i n e d  w i t h  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  A S  08. 01. 07 5 or A S  08.- 

54. 50 0 i n v ol vi ng the u s e  area permittee.

(h) A  u s e  a rea pe rm i t  may b e  r e vo ked  or the terms of the use

area  permit or  an o p e r a t i o n s  p l a n  ma y be a l t e r e d  by the b o a r d  for

w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  manage me nt  considerations.

(i) A  u se area pe r m i t t e e  shall submit a n  am e n d e d  opera ti on s pla n  

if the pe r m i t t e e  in t e n d s  to v a r y  the p e r m i t t e e ' s  g u i d e - o u t f i t t i n g  

o p e r a t i o n  from  that s t a t e d  in the plan. A n  a m e n d e d  o p er at io ns  p l a n  is 

not e f f e ct ive  until a p p r o v e d  by the board. A  p e r m i t t e e  m a y  not  c o n­

duct a g u i d e - o u t f i t t i n g  o p e r at io n outside of the terms of a n  a pp ro ved  

operations plan.

Sec. 08.54.670. A S S I G N M E N T  OF G U I D E - O U T F I T T E R  U S E  A R E A  PERMIT,

(a) A  use a rea p er m i t  may be a s s i g n e d  by the b o a r d  u n d e r  re gul ations

of the b o a r d  if the a ssignment is

(1) co nsi s t e n t  w i t h  the p ur pos es  of AS 08 . 5 4 . 6 1 0  - 08.-

54.690;

(2) not fo r c o n s i de rat io n to the fo r m e r  permittee;

(3) to a g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  to recei ve  the u s e  area

p e r m i t ; and

(4) due to the d e a t h  or d i s a b i l i t y  of the former pe r m i t t e e  

or for o t h e r  good cause, as d e f i n e d  by the board.

(b) T h e  sale of g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  facili tie s and equipment b e t w e e n  

the former p e r m i t t e e  an d the ass ig ne e of a u s e  ar e a  pe rmi t m a y  not be

for an amount that excee ds  the replac em en t v a l u e  of the property. The
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1 sale of p ro perty between the former permittee and the assignee of a

2 use area permit for an amount in excess of the replacement v a l u e  of

3 the property voids the assignment of the use area permit.

4 (c) A n  assigned use ar e a  permit is valid only for the p e r i o d  for

5 w hi ch  the use area permit w as originally issued.

6 (d) If proceedings in w h i c h  a guide-outfitter license m a y  be

7 revoked or suspended u nder this chapter are pendin g against a guide-

8 outfitter, the guide-outfitter's use area permits m a y  not be assigned

9 unless allowed for good cause by the board. Du r i n g  the period' for

10 wh ic h a guide-outfitter's license is suspended u nde r this chapter, use

11 area permits h e l d  by the g u i d e - out fi tt er  may not be assigned.

12 (e) If proceedings in w h i c h  a guide-outfitter use a r e a  permit

13 may be revoked or suspended u nd er  AS  08.54.660 are pending against a

14 guide-outfitter, the use area  permits that are the subject of the

15 pend ing  proceedings may not be assigned. During the period for wh ic h

16 a use area permit is su spended u nder AS 08.54.660, the use a re a  permit

17 may not be assigned.

18 Sec. 08.54.680. IN FO RMATION ON GUIDE-OUTFITTER USE AREAS. (a)

19 The board shall maintain and  p u bl is h on a regular basis a comprehen-

20 sive list of all unawarded g uide-outfitter use areas that are op e n  to

21 a ppl ication for use by q u a l if ie d guide-outfitters.

22 (b) The board shall m a i n t a i n  a centralized information center

23 where information on g u ide -o ut fi tte r use areas and all commercial use

24 permittees can be readily obtained by guide-outfitters, government

25 o agencies, and the public.

26 Sec. 08.54.690. DEFINITIONS. In AS 08.54.610 - 08.54.690

27 (1) "Joint use"  means the utilization of a gui de -o utfitter

28 u se  area by  more  than one us e area permittee;

29 (2) "sole use" m ea ns  the utilization of a g uid e- outfitter O
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use area by one use area permittee.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.54.310(a) is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(11) certify guide-outfitters to conduct guide-outfitting  

activities within a game management unit;

(12) establish by regulation a system of guide-outfitter use 

areas for allocating access to b i g  game hunting opportunities among 

g ui de -o ut fit te rs .

* Sec. 4. AS 08.54 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 08.54.355. GAME M A NA GEM EN T U NIT CERTIFICATION. (a) The 

board shall certify guide-outfitters licensed under AS 08.54.350 to 

guide-outfit hunts within a game management unit.

(b) A  guide-outfitter may not guide-outfit hunts in a game 

management unit unless the guide-outfitter is certified by the board 

to guide-outfit hunts in the game management unit.

(c) The board shall allow a guide-outfitter to prequalify for 

certification for each game management unit in w h ic h the g u i d e - o u t­

fitter is competent to guide-outfit hunts. The board shall allow a 

guide-outfitter to transfer a certification between game management 

u n i t s .

* Sec. 5. AS 08.54.370(a) is amended to read:

(a) A n  applicant for renewal of a guide-outfitter license or a 

marine mammal guide-outfitter license shall submit wit h  the a p p l i c a­

tion for renewal

(1) the hunt record required under AS 08.54.550 for the 

period covered by the current license;

(2) the license fee for the next licensing period; [AND]

(3) the commercial use permit fee for the next licensing

period^

(4) an amended Ruide-outfitter use area permit operations
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1 plans, if ap pro priate; and

2 (5), the w i l d l i f e  c o n s o l a t i o n ,  fee f or  the p e r i o d , cov e r ed by

3 the currant l i c e n s e .

4 * Sec. 6. A S  08.54 is amended by add ing  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  2 to

5 read:

6 Sec. 08i.54.480>. WILDLIFE CO NS ER V A T I O N  FEE. (a) E a c h  guide-

7 o u t fit te r licensed u n d e r  AS 08 .54.350 and t r a n s p o r t e r  shall p a y  annu-

8 ally a w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  fee.

9 (b) T he  w i l d l i f e  co ns ervation fee p a i d  by a g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  is

10 the su m of $25 fo r e a c h  bi g game animal o t h e r  t h a n  de e r  a nd  $5 for

11 each de e r  t aken b y  a  client d u r i n g  the year. A  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  shall

12 pay t h e  fee at the time  for r e n ew al of guide-outfitters.’ licenses.

13 Failure to renew a g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r’s license d oe s  not ex cu s e  payment

14 of the fee.

15 (c) The w i l d l i f e  co ns ervation fee p ai d  b y  a  t ra n s p o r t e r  is the

16 sum of $25 for e a c h  b i g  game animal other t h a n  d e e r  and $5 for  each

17 deer that is (1) t a k e n  on a n o n - g u i d e - o u t f i t t e d  hunt by a c u s t o m e r  of

18 the transporter, a n d  (2) tra ns ported by the transporter. Tra ns p o r t e r s

19 shall pay  the fee at the time set by the department.

20 (d) The com mi s s i o n e r  of ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall s ep ar at el y account

21 for w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  fees d e p o sit ed  in t he  general f un d  by the

22 department. The  a nn u a l  estimated balan ce  in th e account m a y  be  used

23 by the leg is la tu re to make ap propriations to the  D ep ar t m e n t  of F is h

24 and Ga m e  and the D e par tm en t of Public Safe ty  to carry out t h e i r  re-

25 spective r es pon s i b i l i t i e s  for manag em ent  of g am e  res ou rc es an d en-

26 forcement of g a m e  laws.

27 * Sec. 7. AS 0 8 .5 4. 59 0(1 3)  is amend ed to read:

28 (13) " t r a n s p o rt ati on  services" m e a n s  the c a r r i a g e  for

29 co mp en s a t i o n  of b i g  game hunters, t hei r equipment, or bi g g a m e  animals
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9

1 h a r v e s t e d  b y  h u n ter s to, from, or in the field; " t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ser-

2 vices" do e s  not i n c l u d e  the carriage by air craft of b i g  game hunters,

3 t he ir  eq ui p m e n t ,  or b i g  game animals ha r v e s t e d  b y  hunters

4 (A) o n  nonstop flights b e t w e e n  state or federally

5 m a i n t a i n e d  a i r po rt s;  or

6 (B) b y  an air taxi operator o r  ai r carrier for which

7 the c a r r i a g e  of b i g  game hunters, t h ei r equipment, or b i g  game

8 a n i m a l s  h a r v e s t e d  by hunters is only a n  incidental, as d e f i n e d  by

9 the boa rd , p o r t i o n  of its bus iness u nl e s s  the air taxi operator

10 or a i r  c a r rie r adver ti se s h u n t i n g  ser vices to the p u b l i c ;

11 * Sec. 8. I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  OF PR OP OS ED G U I D E - O U T F I T T E R  U S E  AREAS. (a)

12 The De pa r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game shall propose g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  use areas for

13 use by the B i g  G am e  C o m m e r c i a l  Services Board in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a resource-

14 b a se d m a n a g e m e n t  sys te m f o r  allocating access to b i g  game h u n t i n g  oppor-

15 tunities a m o n g  g u i d e - o u t fit te rs . The department shall identify proposed

16 g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  us e areas fo r appropriate regions an d areas of the state.

17 The d ep ar t m e n t  m a y  set p r i o r i t i e s  for ide nt ify in g use areas and m a y  deter-

18 m ine the exte nt  and n u m b e r  of use areas to be i d e n t i f i e d  at one time. The

19 department s h all  c omp l e t e  the identification of p r o p o s e d  use areas within

20 two years a f t e r  the close of the first public comment per io d presc rib ed

21 u nd er (e) of this section. The department shall complete the identifica-

22 tion of p r o p o s e d  use a r e a s  for a significant p o r t i o n  of the state within

23 nine m on t h s  a f t e r  the c l o s e  of the first public comment peri od  presc ri bed

24 u n d e r  (e) of this section.

25 (b) T h e  B i g  Game Co mm e r c i a l  Services B o a r d  may  r e c om men d to the

26 department t h o s e  areas of the state that should re c e i v e  pr iority in  identi-

27 fying use areas.

28 (c) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall p u b l i s h  a pub l i c  n o t i c e  that it is accepting

29 pu b l i c  comment for id e n t i f i c a t i o n  of areas as p r o p o s e d  g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  use
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1 areas. Th e department shall accept pu bl i c  comment for 60 days after the

2 not ic e is first published.

3 (d) The department shall propo se use areas in light of the following

4 cons iderat i o n s :

5 (1) wildlife m anagement concerns, including abundance and diver-

6 sity of wildlife, historical harvest of wildlife f rom the area, and exist-

7 ing administr at iv e boundaries e st a b l i s h e d  for wi ld l i f e  management purposes;

8 (2) wildlife law enforcement concerns;

9 (3) public comment recei ve d u n de r (c) of this section;

10 (4) land ownership in the area;

11 (5) administrative restrictions;

12 (6) existence of boundar ie s that can be readily identified in

13 the field;

14 (7) accessibility of the are a and other transportation consid-

15 erations;

16 (8) existence of complementary and no nc om plementary land uses

17 with in  the area;

18 (9) existing facilities w i t h i n  the area; and

19 (10) other considerations relevant to the purposes of this sec-

20 tion.

21 (e) The department shall p r ov id e maps or descriptions to the public

22 of the use areas proposed under (d) of this section and shall solicit

23 public comment o n  the p ro p o s e d  use areas. The publ ic  shall have 45 days

24 after the maps or descriptions are distributed to comment on  the use areas

25 pr opo s e d  by the department. At the close of the comment period, the de-

O*-
26 partment shall review the pr op o s e d  use  areas in light of the public comment

27 received and shall then r ec ommend boundaries for the pr op ose d use areas.

28 The department shall transmit its boundary recommendations to the Big Game

29 Commercial Services Board, as the recommendations are m a d e  final.
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1 (f) The actions of the department under this s e c ti on  are exempt from

2 the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62).

3 (g) In this section

4 (1) "department" means the Department of Fish and Game;

5 (2) "public" includes a natural person, corporation, associa-

6 tion, organization, society, company, partnership, or state, federal, or

7 local government agency.

8 * Sec. 9. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY F O R  GUIDE-OUTFITTER

9 U S E  AREA PERMIT, (a) In order to facilitate and expedite the process for

10 issuing guide-outfitter use area permits during the first five years that

11 offerings of guide-outfitter use areas are made under AS 08.54.610 - 08.-

12 54.690, enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, the Big Game Commercial Services

13 B oard shall make preliminary determinations of the eligib il it y of a guide-

14 outfitter to receive use area permits.

15 (b) A guide-outfitter may apply, at times set by the board, for a

16 preliminary determination of eligibility for a use area permit for each

1/ game management, unit in w hi ch  the guide-outfitter is certified or prequal-

18 ified for certification to guide-outfit hunts under AS 08.54.355, enacted

19 by sec. 4 of this Act.

20 (c) A  guide-outfitter is qualified for a preliminary determination of

21 eligibility to receive a use area permit if the board finds that the guide-

22 outfitter satisfies the criteria of AS 08.54.650(b), enact ed  b y  sec. 2 of

23 this Act, that can be satisfied without reference to the characteristics of

24 a specific use area.

25 (d) A  preliminary determination of eligibility to receive a use area

26 permit does not vest a right in the guide-outfitter to receive a use area

27 permit when use areas are offered under AS 08.54.650, enacted by sec. 2 of

28 this Act.

29 * Sec. 10. During the first five years that offerings of use areas are

S*0422a -15- SB 422



1 mad e  u n d e r  AS 08. 54. 61 0 - 08.54.690, e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act, th e B i g

2 G am e  C o m me rc ial  Services B o a r d  shall o f f e r  all g u i d e - o u t f i t t e r  use areas.

3 * Sec. 11. SEVERABILITY. If a p r o v i s i o n  of this A c t  o r  the a p p l i c a t i o n

4 of this Act to  a per s o n  o r  circ um st anc e is h e l d  invalid, the re m a i n d e r  of

5 this Act and the a pp l i c a t i o n  of this Act  to o t h e r  p e rso ns  or  c ir cu ms ta nce s

6 are not a f f e c t e d  b y  the invalidity.

7 *  Sec. 12. A S  08 .5 4.3 10(b)(1) is repealed.
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