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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an Act enti tle d:  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a l e g i s l a t i v e  ethi cs  c o m m i s s i o n

a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o n d u c t  for l egi slators, c a n d i d a t e s

• for t h e  legislature, and l e g i s l a t i v e  em ployees,

former l e g i sla to rs  a n d  emplo ye es,  a n d  lobbyists:

r e q u i r i n g  f i n an ci al d i s c l o s u r e s  by legi sl at or s,  

c a n d i d a t e s  for the leg is la tu re,  and c e r t a i n  l e g i s l a­

tive e m pl oy ees : a m e n d i n g  legislators' c o m p e n s a t i o n

a n d  a l l o w a n c e s :  and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT ENACT ED  B Y  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS KA:

* S e c ti on 1. S H O R T  TITLE. This Act m a y  be k n o w n  as the L e g i s l a t i v e

E th i c s  Act of 1990.

* Sec. 2. A S  24 is a m e n d e d  b y  add ing  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  61. L E G I S L A T I V E  E T H I C S  A C T  O F  1990.

A R T I C L E  1. P U R P O S E  A N D  L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS.

Sec. 24.61.010. P UR POSE. This c h a p t e r  is e n a c t e d  to

(1) assure the  integ ri ty  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d

s us ta in  the co nf i d e n c e  a n d  trust of the pe op l e  o f  this s t a t e  in t h eir

r ep re se nt ati ve s,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  as a who le,  and the l e g i s l a t i v e  

process:

(2) p r o v i d e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  u n i f i e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  the 

ethic al p ri nci pl es , c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  in the 

public t rust the or y o f  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  s p e c i f i c

sta nd ar ds o f  cond uc t to e n s u r e  that t h o s e  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  p u b l i c  au-

t ho ri ty  a v o i d  c o nd uc t t h a t  m i g h t  u n d e r m i n e  the pe op l e ' s  r e s p e c t  f o r
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Che l e g i s l a t u r e i  a n d

(3 ) e s t a b l i s h  a p o s i t i v e ,  effective, a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

e t h i c s  p r o g r a m  that is clear, p r a c t i c a l ,  and fair.

Sec. 24.61 .0 15.  L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N DI NG S. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds

that

( 1 ) h i g h  m o r a l  and e t h i c a l  s t a nda rd s a m o n g  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  

in the l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  of g o v e r n m e n t  are e s s e n t i a l  to the c o n d u c t  

o f  fair, open, a n d  r e s p o n s i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s

(2 ) the p e o p l e  of this s t a t e  n e e d  and d e s e r v e  a l e g i s l a t u r e  

led b y  o u t s t a n d i n g  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  w h o s e  d e v o t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  to 

p u r s u i n g  the p u b l i c  interest t h r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s  

o u t w e i g h  any  c o m p e t i n g  pe rs on al  or p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  5

(3 ) s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e l i e s  h e a v i l y  o n  p a r t - t i m e  c i t i z e n  

p u b l i c  servantsj it is, therefore, e s s e n t i a l  to a t t r a c t  t a l e n t e d  and 

p r i n c i p l e d  peo p l e  w i l l i n g  to p r o v i d e  their time a n d  e n e r g y  to the 

stare, o f t e n  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  p e r s o n a l  and f i n a n c i a l  s a c r i fi ce s;

(4 ) the b e s t  w ay  to a t t r a c t  the right p e o p l e  is to ens u r e  

that the g o v e r n m e n t  is r e s p e c t e d  for  its h o n e s t y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  and 

that the rules g o v e r n i n g  their c o n d u c t  d u r i n g  and  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  pu bl ic  

s e r v i c e  are as c le a r ,  fair, a n d  c o m p l e t e  as p o s s i b l e ;  the rules, 

h o w e v e r ,  shou ld  n o t  impose u n r e a s o n a b l e  or u n n e c e s s a r y  b u r d e n s  that 

w i l l  d i s c o u r a g e  c i t i z e n s  fro m e n t e r i n g  or s t a y i n g  in  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r­

vice;

(5) th e p o l i ti ca l c u l t u r e  of the s tate is the p r o d u c t  of a 

u n i q u e  b l e n d  o f  hi sto ry , g e o g r a p h y ,  climate, p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  eth nic  

i n f l u e n c e s  that m u s t  be taken i n t o  a cc ou nt  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  rules 

a n d  s t a nd ar ds  r e g u l a t i n g  the c o n d u c t  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  

e m p l o y e e s ,  and t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  the l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(6 ) the  s t a t e’s c o m m i t m e n t  to the n o t i o n  o f  a c i t i z e n  
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l eg is la tu re requires ehat  legislators be d r a w n  from all parts of 

societyi they cannot a n d  should not be without personal and financial 

interests in the decisions and  policies of government, and they are 

e x p e c t e d  an d perm it te d to e arn outside income;

(7) as a result o f  the state's small population and close 

sense of community, m o s t  legislators a n d  legislative employees have a 

n e tw or k of relationships in and outside the legislature that creates 

p o t en ti al  conflicts of interest;

(8) the state's vast size requires frequent travel, usually 

by air, w h i c h  increases the expense a nd  burden of public service;

(9) the state's cultural diversity is reflected in gift- 

giv in g and hospitality customs that m a y  clash w i t h  standards p r o h i b i t­

ing acceptance of gratuities;

(10) it is important to preserve the vital ity  of the state's 

cultu re and citizen involvement by assuring that standards of conduct 

a c k n o wl ed ge  real and pr actical needs of individual legislators and 

legisl at iv e employees w i tho ut  compromising vital universal notions of 

public service ethics, including the principle that public office is a 

public trust;

(11) upon taking the oath of office, legislators enter into 

a spec ia l trust w i t h  the people of the state involving extraordinary 

powers a n d  equally extraordinary legal and m or al  obligations; one 

uspect of these obligations requires that those entrusted w i t h  public 

a u t ho ri ty  un fa il in gly  demonstrate that they are wo rt hy  of the public's 

r e spe ct  and are d e vo te d to m ai nt aining the absolute Integrity of 

g o v e r n m e n t ;

(12) effective democratic govern me nt  depends on the will-
, ■ / «■ *

ingness of the people to exercise responsible citizenship by volu nt ar y 

complia nc e wi t h  laws an d b y  active p art ic ip at ion  in the democratic
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process; w h e n  the public's trust in and r e sp ec t for government is 

high, citizens are mor e likely to fully p ar t i c i p a t e  by voting, b e c o m­

ing bett er  informed, and bec o m i n g  mo r e  active in public debate and 

discourse in a w a y  that engenders c ivic p ri de  and m ake s government 

more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , more responsive, and more effective;

(13) unethical or illegal b eh av ior  by a legislator or leg is­

lative employee tinds to di minish the stature of the legislature and 

produce cynicis'i that erodes public c on fi d e n c e  in government; thus, 

all w h o  serve the legislature have a solemn respons ib il it y to avoid 

Improper conduct and prev en t improper b e h a v i o r  by colleagues and 

su b o r d i n a t e s ;

(14) the principles of public service ethics per va din g this 

chapter v ie w  the ethical obligations of public servants in a positive 

way; hig h standards of conduct and specific regulations to enforce 

them are not driven by negative assumptions about the cha racter of 

those wh o serve government, but as expressions of the need for clarity 

and un iformity about the higher duties of public service and the noble 

dimension of democracy;

(15) no code of conduct, h o we ve r comprehensive, can a n t i c i­

pate all situations in w h i c h  the principles and standards apply, nor 

can it prescribe behaviors that are a p p r o pr ia te to those situations; 

in addition, laws and regulations r e g a rdi ng  ethical responsibilities 

cannot legislate morality, eradicate corruption, or eliminate bad 

judgment;

(16) legislators a n d  legislative employees wh o are committed 

to the ethical principles embodied in the pub l i c  trust concept of 

government must exercise considerable di sc r e t i o n  a n d  judgment so as to 

adhere to the spirit of the rules an d laws; in exerci sin g this j u d g­

ment it is essential to r ecognize that an act is not ethical simply
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b e c a u s e  it is l eg al  a nd that c o n d u c t  is n o t  p r o p e r  s im p l y  b e c a u s e  it 

is p er mi ssiblei

(17) l e g i s l a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  m u s t  be m a d e  in a c on te xt  of 

c l a s h i n g  interests! the g r o w i n g  e f f e c t  of state laws and  r e g u l a t i o n s  

c r ea te s i n c e n t i v e s  for c o m p e t i n g  s p ec ial  i n t er est s to seek to i n f l u­

ence the e l e c t i o n  and p o l i c y - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s  t h r o u g h  o r g a n i z e d  a d v o­

ca c y  and  t h r o u g h  the use  of c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ;

(18) the cost of r u n n i n g  for o :fice has r i s e n  d r a m a t i c a l l y  

in rec en t years; as a result, m a n y  pub lic  offic ia ls , i n c l ud in g l e g i s­

lators, spend a n  i nc re a s i n g  a m o u n t  o f  time n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  special 

in t e re st s in a w a y  that m a y  u n d u l y  e n l a r g e  the v o i c e  and p o w e r  of

those interests;

(19) le gis la to rs  and  l eg i s l a t i v e  em p l o y e e s  m u s t  be e x t r e m e l y  

c a u t i o u s  and c i r c u m s p e c t  a bout a c c e p t i n g  a g r a t u i t y  or favor, e s p e c i­

al l y  fr o m  p e r s o n s  or e nt it i e s  that have a s u b s t an tia l in terest in

their legislative, a d m i n i s t ra ti ve , or  p o l i t i c a l  actions; e ven w h e r e  

there is a g e n u i n e  p e r s o n a l  friendship, the a c c e p t a n c e  of p er sonal  

b e n e f i t s  from  those w h o  c oul d g a i n  a d v a n t a g e  by i nf l u e n c i n g  official 

ac t io ns  rais es  s us pic io ns  that tend to u n d e r m i n e  p u b l i c  trust;

(20) therefore, the state n e e d s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  et hic s

p r o g r a m  that r e s p o n d s  to the c h a l l e n g e s  of the c o n t e m p o r a r y  p o l i t i c a l  

climate, p r e s e r v e s  a n d  p r o t e c t s  the i n t e g r i t y  of the legislat' ,* 

process, a nd  r e s p e c t s  the n e e d s  of those w h o  serve the legislature.

A R T I C L E  2. S T A N D A R D S  OF  CONDUCT.

Sec. 24.61 .100. M I S U S E  O F  O F F I C E  FOR P R I V A T E  GAIN: GENEP.A1,

PRINCIP LE . I nhe r e n t  in the c o n c e p t  that pu bl i c  o f f i c e  is a p ub l i c  

trust is the p r i n c i p l e  that le gis la to rs  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s  

r e f r a i n  fr o m  u s i n g  or a t t e m p t i n g  to use  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  p o s i t i o n  to 

at ta in
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(1) p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  gain, o t h e r  th a n  o f f i c i a l  l e g i s l a­

tive c o m p e n s a t i o n !

(2) b e n e f i t s ,  a d v a n t a g e s ,  o r  p r i v i l e g e s  n o t  a v a il abl e to 

the p u b l i c  at large, e i t h e r  for c h e m s e l v e s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  their im mediate 

families, or t h e i r  friendsj or

(3) p o l i t i c a l  a d v a n t a g e s  w h e r e  the u s e  of o f f i c e  is i n c o n­

sis t e n t  wi t h  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  to u s e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  o n l y  to adva nc e the 

p u b l i c  interest.

Sec. 24.61.110. I M P R O P E R  B E N E F I T  F R O M  P E R F O R M A N C E  OF  PUB LIC 

DUTIES. (a) A  l e g i s l a t o r  or l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  m a y  not solicit, 

a g r e e  to accept, or a c c e p t  a b e n e f i t  o t h e r  than o f f i c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

for the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  pu bl i c  d u tie s.  Th i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  not be 

c o n s t r u e d  to p r o h i b i t  la wfu l s o l i c i t a t i o n  for and a c c e p t a n c e  of c a m­

p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  or the a c c e p t a n c e  of a lawful g r a t u i t y  tinder 

AS 24.61.350. A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s u b s e c t i o n  is guilty of 

r e c e i v i n g  u n l a w f u l  g r a t u i t i e s  u n d e r  A S  1 1 . 5 6 . 12 0  a n d  is subject to 

c i v i l  s a n cti on s u n d e r  A S  2 4 . 6 1 . 56 0( a) .

(b) A  l e g i s l a t o r  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  m a y  n o t  ac c e p t  a ny t h i n g  

of v a l u e  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e  the l e g i s l a t o r  or l egislative 

e m p l o y e e  k no ws or r e a s o n a b l y  s h o u l d  k n o w  that it is o f f e r e d  w it h  the 

inte nt  to i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  or p o l i t i c a l  action. 

A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s u b s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of r e c e i v i n g  a b r i b e  

u n d e r  AS  1 1. 5 6 . 1 1 0  and is s u b j e c t  to c i v i l  s a n c t i o n s  u n d e r  AS 24.61.- 

560(a). In this  subsecti on , " a n y t h i n g  of v a l u e "  has the m e a n i n g  givei 

to "b e n e f i t "  i n  AS  11.56.130.

Sec. 24 .61.120. D U T Y  T O  R E P O R T  I M P R O P E R  O F F ER S. (a) L e g i s l a­

tors a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  r e c e i v e  an  o f f e r  of anything >f 

v a l u e  that r e a s o n a b l y  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  b e e n  i n t e n d e d  to i m p r o p e r l y  

i n f l u e n c e  l e gi sl at iv e, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  or p o l i t i c a l  action, shall 
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reject the offer and inf or m the per so n that there may be a violation 

of b r i b e r y  laws.

(b) If the attempt to improperly influence is clear, the person

r e c ei vi ng  the offer shall repor t it to law enforcement authorities.

(c) A  person w ho vio la te s this section is subject to civil

sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.130. M I S U S E  OF STATE P RO PE RT Y AND RESOURCES FOR 

PRIVATE GAIN OR PE RSONAL ADVANTAGE. (a) A  legislator or legislative 

employee m a y  not use  public funds, facilities, equipment, services, or 

any o t h e r  government asset or resource for a nongovernmental purpose 

or for the private gain or advantage of either the legislator, legis­

lative employee, or another person. This subsection does not prohibit

(1) the occasional or limited use of state property and resources for 

personal purposes if the use does not interfere with the performance 

of p ubl i c  duties, the cost or value related to the use is so nominal 

that reimbursement proced ure s would not be justified, and the use does 

not cre at e the appearance of impropriety or improper influences or (2) 

the use of mailing lists, computer data, or other information lawfully 

o bt ained from a gover nm en t agency and available to the public for 

nongovernmental purposes. A  person who  violates this subsection is 

subject to civil sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a) and m a y  be prosecuted 

for theft under AS 11.46.

(b) A  legislator or legislative employee may not seek, accept,

use, allocate, grant, or a ward public funds for a purpose other than 

that a pp roved by law, or m a k e  a false statement in connection wit h a 

claim, request, or ap pl ica ti on  for compensation, reimbursement, or 

travel allowances from pu bl ic funds. A  per so n who violates this 

su bsection is subject to civil sanctions u nd er  AS  24.61.560(a) and m ay  

be subj ec t to criminal pe nalties u nd er  another law.
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(c) A  legislator or legislative employee m a y  not requi re  at any 

time or authorize on government time a legislative employ ee  to p e r f o r m  

pe rs on al  services or assist in a p r i va te  ac ti vit y on gove rnm en t time 

ex c e p t  in unus ua l and infrequent situations w h er e the person's service 

is reasonably n e c e ssa ry  to permit the legislator or legislative e m­

ployee to p e r f o r m  official duties. A  person w h o  vi olates this s u b s e c­

tion is subject to civil sanctions u nder AS 24.61.560(a) and m a y  be 

subject to cr iminal penalties u n d e r  another law.

Sec. 24.61.140. MISUSE OF STATE P R O P E R T Y  AN D RES OU RC ES  FOR 

P O L IT IC AL  PURPOSES. (a) It is the intent of this section to ensure 

that public resources, including funds, facilities, and pe rsonnel are 

u s e d  only for the good of the publ ic at large and not to further 

pa rt is an  campaign purposes or to influence the outcome of an electiont 

that elections are fair and o pen and not d i s tor te d by the use of 

public resources to the advantage of individual candidatesj and that 

taxpayers are not forced to sub si di ze the c am p a i g n  of an incumbent 

legislator.

(b) A legislator or l egislative employee m a y  not use or a u t h o r­

ize the use of public funds, facilities, equipment, services, or 

another government asset or res ou rc e for the p u rp os e of political fund 

rais ing  or campaigning. This subse ct io n does not prohibit the use of 

ma i l i n g  lists, computer data, or other public inform ati on  lawfully 

obt ai ne d from a government age nc y and available to the general public 

for nongover nme nt al  purposes. A  pe rso n who  vio l a t e s  this su bsection 

m a y  be p r os ecu te d for theft u nde r AS 11.46.

(c) A  legislative employee m a y  not on g ov er nm ent  time assist in 

poli ti cal  party activities, campaigning, fund raising, or other p a r t i­

san or personal political activities. A  legis la tor  m a y  not requ ir e an 

employee to p e r f o r m  an act in v i o l a t i o n  of this subsection.
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(d) The l e g i s l a t i v e  c o unc il  shall adopt p o l i c i e s  r e l a t i n g  to a 

l e g i s l a t o r '8 u s e  o f  p u b l i c  funds for the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  n e w s l e t t e r s  or 

s i m i l a r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  for  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to the l e g i s l a t o r ' s  c o n s t i t u­

ents. T h e  p o l i c i e s  m u s t  address the f o r m  a n d  c o n t e n t  o f  t h es e publ i-

. cations.

(e) Unl es s s u p e r s e d e d  b y  p o l i c i e s  r e l a t i n g  to the u s e  o f  g o v e r n­

m e n t  r e s ou rc es for p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  de v e l o p e d  b y  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  

c o u n c i l  an d a d o p t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  as r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  A S  24.61.- 

160, the f o l lo win g p r o h i b i t i o n s  apply:

(1) a le gi s l a t o r  m a y  no t u s e  or a u t h o r i z e  the u s e  o f  p ub l i c 

funds, property, p ersonnel, or o t h e r  res ou rce s to pr od u c e ,  print, 

ph ot o c o p y ,  publish, broadcast, or o t h e r w i s e  d i s s e m i n a t e  m a t e r i a l  

p r i m a r i l y  i nt e n d e d  to influence an election: this p r o v i s i o n  a p p l i e s  to 

n e w s l e t t e r s  and o t h e r  c o n s tit ue nt  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  that  b y  t h e i r  nature, 

content, timing, or u s e  are i nt en d e d  to in fluence an  ele ct io n,  ev e n  if 

the  m a t e r i a l s  do n o t  m a k e  a sp ecific ref ere nc e to the e le ction, b ut 

d o e s  no t a pp ly to n e w s l e t t e r s  and o th er  co n s t i t u e n t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

t h a t  expres s the legi sl at or' s o pi n i o n s  or views o n  issues b e f o r e  the 

legis lat ur e,  or that descri be  the legi sl at or 's votes, l e g i s l a t i v e  

p ro po s a l s ,  or o t h e r  legisl at iv e action.

(2) u n l e s s  a ppr ov ed  by  the commission, p u b l i c  funds m a y  n o t 

b e  u s e d  to print or d i s tr ib ute  a m a s s  m a i l i n g  f r o m  or a b o u t  a l e g i s l a­

to r  w h o  is a c a n d i d a t e  for r e e l e c t i o n  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  a n o t h e r  

s ta te  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  b e g i n n i n g  60 days b e f o r e  the p r i m a r y  

e l e c t i o n  in w h i c h  the legi sl at or  is a candidate, a n d  e n d i n g  the d a y  

a f t e r  a g e ne ral  or  special e l e c t i o n  in w h i c h  th e l e g i s l a t o r  is a 

c a n d i d a t e  j

(3) a legislator, o r  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  on b e h a l f  o f  the l e g i s­

lator, o r  a c a m p a i g n  c o m m it te e of the legislator, m a y  n o t  s o l i c i t  o r
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1 a c c e p t  o r  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  .solicitation o r  a c c e p t a n c e  of, a c a m p a i g n

2 c o n t r i b u t i o n  in a f a c i l i t y  or o f f i c e  o r d i n a r i l y  u s e d  to c o n d u c t  state

3 g o v e r n m e n t  b u s i n e s s ; this  p r o v i s i o n  a p p l i e s  to t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a -

4 | tions, .personal m e e ti ng s,  and s o l i c i t a t i o n s  b y  mail; if an  u n s o l i c i t e d

5 c o n t r i b u t i o n  is o f f e r e d  it s h a l l  be r e f u s e d  or r e t u r n e d  prom pt ly;  if

6 a n  u n s o l i c i t e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is r e c e i v e d  in  the mail, or c l a w f u l l y

7 s o l i c i t e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is m i s d i r e c t e d  to a n  o f f i c e  o r d i n a r i l y  u s e d  to

8 c o n d u c t  s f a t e  bu siness, if o t h e r w i s e  lawful it m a y  be  a c c e p t e d  bu t it

9 m a y  n ot b e  p r o c e s s e d  in that o f f i c e  an d it s ha ll  be d e l i v e r e d  p r o m p t l y

10 to an  a p p r o p r i a t e  location.

11 (f) E x c e p t  for a p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  (e)(1) of this s e c t i o n  or e

1? r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  2 4 . 6 1 . 1 6 0  that  s up er s e d e s  (e)(1) o f  this

13 s e c t i o n  a n d  w h o s e  c o n d u c t  m a y  be p r o s e c u t e d  as theft u n d e r  AS  11.46, a

p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  (c) or (e)(1) - (3) of  this s e c t i o n  or a r e g u­

la t i o n  a d o p t e d  u nd er A S  2 4 . 6 1 . 1 6 0  that s u p e r s e d e s  (e)(1) - (3) of this 

s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a class A  m i s d e m e a n o r .

17 (g) In a d d i t i o n  to c r i m i n a l  pen al t i e s ,  a p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s

18 (b), (c), or (e)(1) - (3) of this se c t i o n  or a r e g u l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to

19 (b), (c), or  (e)(1) - (3) o f  this s e c t i o n  is subj ec t to ci vi l sanc-

30 t io ns u n d e r  A S  24.61.560(a).
I" ' , 1

71 Sec. 24.61.150. O B L I G A T I O N  O F  S U B O R D I N A T E S  T O  R E F U S E  T O  P E R F O R M
' •' ■! * "• * '

77 I M P R O P E R  TASKS, (a) A  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  w h o  k n o w s  or r e a s o n a b l y

73 s h o u l d  k n o w  fhat the e m p l o y e e  ha s b e e n  a s k e d  to p e r f o r m  a p e r s o n a l  or

74 p o l i t i c a l  t a s k  in v i o l a t i o n  o f  A S  2 4 . 6 1 . 1 1 0  - 24 . 6 1 . 4 5 0  shall ref us e

78 to p e r f o r m  the task.

76 (b) If a l e g i s l a t o r  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  w i t h  s u p e r v i s o r y

27 a u t h o r i t y  p e r s i s t s  in r e q u e s t i n g  or d e m a n d i n g  that a le gi slative

2 8 e m p l o y e e  p e r f o r m  p r o h i b i t e d  tasks, or if r e p r i s a l s  a r e  t h r e a t e n e d  or

29 s a n c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  the r e f u s a l  to p e r f o r m  p r o h i b i t e d
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sanctions shall report the matter to the commission.

(c) A  per s o n  w h o  violates this section is subject to civil

sanctions u n d e r  AS 24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.160. REGULATIONS CONCER N I N G  USE OF PUBLIC RESOURCES,

(a) The legislative council shall develop and rec o m me n d  for adoption 

b y  the comm is s i o n  detailed regulations relating to the use of g o v e r n­

ment property, resources, and personnel. The legislative council 

shall annually re v i e w  the regulations and recommend necessary changes 

to the commission.

(b) If the legislative council fails to make recommendations for 

the adoption or modi f i c a t i o n of regulations under (a) of this section, 

the commission m a y  develop and adopt the regulations on its own initi­

ative.

Sec. 24.61.180. MISUSE OF T ITLE OR PRESTIGE OF OFFICE F O R  P R I­

VATE GAIN O R  P E R SONAL ADVANTAGE. (a) A legislator or legislative 

employee m a y  not use or aid, induce, cause, or encourage others to 

use, the authority, title, official letterhead, or prestige of the 

legislator's or legislative employee's office for the benefit of the 

legislator or legislative employee.

(b) A  legislator or legislative employee m a y  not solicit or 

accept a n y thing of value under terms and conditions where the c o m p e n­

sation is not commensurate with the services performed or w h e re  a 

reasonable pe r s o n  w o ul d  believe that the authority, title, or prestige 

of office h a d  b e e n  exploited.

(c) A  legislator or legislative employee ma y not endorse com mer­

cial products by  agreeing to use official letterhead or the legis la­

tor's or employee's title in paid advertisements, unless the e n d o r s e­

ment is for a public purpose and the perso n receives n o  compensation.
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(d) Nothing in this section may  b e  cons tr ue d to prohibit a p p r o­

priate uses of official letterhead. T h e  legisla ti ve  council shall 

adopt a w r i tt en  definition of "official letterhead" and its a p p r o p r i­

ate uses, w h i c h  must  include, but are not limit ed to, letters of 

recommendation for employment, scholarships, fellowships, internships, 

entry into educati on al Institutions, appo in tm en ts to boards or c o m m i s­

sions, and h on or a r y  awards.

(e) Nothing in this section may be construed to prohibit the use 

of a legislator's official title as a part of a pol it ic al  ca mp aig n or 

political endorsement.

(f) A  per so n w ho  violates this section is subject to civil 

sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a) in a ddi t i o n  to appropr iat e criminal 

penalties under anoth er  law.

Sec. 24.61.190. POST-SERVICF. R E S TRI CT IO NS  T O  PREVENT M I S U S E  OF 

PUBLIC OFFICE BY FORMER LEGISLATORS. (a) A fo rme r legislator may 

not, during the next regular session of the legislature after leaving

office, act as a lobbyist in seeking to influence a

(1) legislator or legislative employee to take or wi thh o l d  

legislative, administrative, or political a c t i o m  or

(2) state agency, public official, or employee to take or

withhold official action.

(b) A  former legislator, within one year a f t e r  leaving office, 

may not solicit or accept anything of v alu e under terms and cond it io ns 

where the com pe ns at ion  by reasonable ob jective standards is not c o m­

mensurate w i t h  the services p e r for me d or where a reasonable per so n 

would believe that the stature of office had been exploited.

(c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  violates of this section is guil ty  of a class A 

misdemeanor and is subject to civil sa nctions u nd er A S  24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.200. ALL OW ABL E USE S O F  CA MP A I G N  FUNDS. C a m p a i g n  
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funds m a y  be  p r o p e r l y  e x p e n d e d  for an ot h e r w i s e  l a w f u l  p u r p o s e  i n t e n d­

ed to i n f lue nc e v ot e r s  to el ec t or reele ct  the l e g i s l a t i v e  ca n d i d a t e  

to the l e g i s la tu re  including, b ut  not  limite d to: p a y m e n t  o f  s taf f

and consultants! ren t a l  of space and rental or p u r c h a s e  of e q u i p m e n t  

for a c a m p a i g n  office; p u r c h a s e  of m e d i a  time a n d  space; des ign  work; 

pr in t i n g  o f  cam pa ig n m at er i a l s ;  postage; taking p o l l s  and i n t e r p r e t i n g  

them; t e l ep ho ne  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and usage; costs of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

materia ls ; a d v e r t i s i n g  in o r g a n iz at io nal  and c l u b  b u l l e t i n s  or o t h e r  

brochures; ins cr ibe d p r o m o t i o n a l  materials, I n c l u d i n g  buttons, p e n­

cils, pens, and items o f  clothing; n e c es sa ry  trav el  and re l a t e d  e x p e n­

ses for the c andidate an d me m b e r s  of the ca n d i d a t e ' s  staff or i m m e d i­

ate fam i l y  pro v i d e d  that the travel and  lodging are di re c t l y  r e l a t e d  

to att em pt s to raise ca mp a i g n  funds or in fluence voters; v i c t o r y  a nd  

thank y o u  celebrations; n ew sle tt er s and mass m a i l i n g s  p r o m o t i n g  the 

candidates and paym ent  of attorney fees and o t h e r  legal e x p e n s e s  

incurre d in the defense of a civil, criminal, or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a ct i o n  

aris ing  d i r e c t l y  out o f  the conduct of the c a m p a i g n  or el ec t i o n  p r o­

cess or out of the p e r f o r m a n c e  of a ctivities w i t h i n  the scope of a 

ca n d i da te 's  legisl at ive  duties.

Sec. 2A .61.205. P R O H I B I T E D  USES OF C A M P A I G N  FUNDS. (a) A  

ca n d i d a t e  for the l eg i s l a t u r e  m a y  not

(1) use funds r a i s e d  and d es ig n a t e d  as ca mp a i g n  funds for 

the pe rs o n a l  b e ne fi t of the candidate or a n o t h e r  person, or for p a y­

men t  of a t t o r n e y  fees and o th er legal e xp en ses  a r i s i n g  fro m civil, 

criminal, or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  actions b a s e d  on  condu ct  not d i r e c t l y  

re l at ed  to the c a m p a i g n  or official duties;

(2) conver t surplus ca mpaign funds or  int er es t e a r n e d  o n  

ca mp ai gn  funds to p e r s o n a l  income;

(3) seek or c l a i m  a tax dedu cti on  or o t h e r  e co no m i c  b e n e f i t
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fo r s u r p l u s  f un ds d i s b u r s e d  to a c h a r i t y  u n d e r  law.

(b) A  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  m a y  n ot  b o r r o w  f r o m  c amp a i g n  funds

or  l o a n  th e m  to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  or group.

(c) A  l e g i s l a t i v e  candidate, or  an o t h e r  p e r s o n  on b e h a l f  of the

l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e ,  or a c a m p a i g n  c o m m i t t e e  of the l e g i s lat iv e

ca nd i d a t e ,  m a y  n o t  k n o w i n g l y  pa y m o r e  than the fair m a r k e t  v a l u e  for 

g o o d s  or s er vi ces  p u r c h a s e d  for the campaign.

(d) C a m p a i g n  f und s m a y  no t be  p a i d  to a m e m b e r  of the c a n d i­

da t e ' s  i m m e di at e f a m i l y  as an e m p l o y e e  or for g oo ds or servic es p r o­

v i d e d  to the c a m p a i g n  unl es s the a m o un ts  p a i d  do no t ex ce e d  the fair 

m a r k e t  v a l u e  of  the g o o d s  or s er v i c e s  provided.

(e) Exc ept  for funds r e c e i v e d  or p o s t m a r k e d  b e f o r e  a g e n e r a l  or 

s p e c i a l  e le ction, a l e g i s l a t i v e  c an di da te,  and a c o m m i t t e e  r e l a t e d  to 

the el ection, m a y  n o t  accept c a m p a i g n  co ntr ib ut io ns.  A  p o s t - e l e c t i o n  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  m u s t  be returned.

(f) A  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  a n d  a c o m m i t t e e  c o n t r o l l e d  by u 

l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  may  not us e c a m p a i g n  funds to m a k e  a c o n t r i b u­

tion to a n o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e  r u n n i n g  for of fi ce  or to a c o m m i t t e e  s u p­

p o r t i n g  or o p p o s i n g  a ca n d i d a t e  for office.

(g) C a m p a i g n  f unds m a y  not be us e d  to pay  fines or o t h e r  m o n e­

tar y  p e n a l t i e s  or co st s a s s e s s e d  a g a i n s t  a c a n d i d a t e  b y  a court or

o t h e r  body, u n l e s s  the fine, pe na lty , or cost is a s s e s s e d  as a result

o f  p r o s c r i b e d  a c t i o n s  by a m e m b e r  or em pl o y e e  of a c am p a i g n  co m m i t t e e  

o r  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a c t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  of the c a n d i d a t e  u n d e r  c i r c u m­

sta n c e s  w h e r e  the c a n d i d a t e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  of t hose actions.

Sec. 24.61.210. D I S B U R S E M E N T  O F  S U RP LU S C A M P A I G N  FUNDS. (a) If 

a l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  ceases to b e  a c a n d i d a t e  or if there r e m a i n s  a 

b a l a n c e  in the a c c o u n t  of  the c a n d i d a t e  or a c o m m i t t e e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  

the c a n d i d a t e  a f t e r  the date of the election, u n e x p e n d e d  funds m a y  be 
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used as pr ov id ed in this subsection or to pay for a v i c t o r y  or thank 

you party. Within 60 days after the e n d  of the c a n di da cy  or the 

election, unexpended funds shall be

(1) u sed to retire b o n a  fide loans supported b y  written 

doc umentation including loans ma d e  to a campaign by  the legislative 

candidate or a m e m b e r  of the candid at e' s immediate fa mi ly  provided 

that all o ther o ut st anding loans are p a i d  firsti

(2) returned on a pro rata  basis to those w h o  have made 

contributions in excess of $100 in the aggregate a year j

(3) donated to the general fund of the state or of a m u n i c­

ipality!

(4) donated to one or more or ga nizations that qualify as 

charitable organizations under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) p r o v i d e d  that the 

charity is not one that is controlled b y  the candidate or a me mb er of 

the candidate's immediate family or in w h i c h  the ca ndidate or a member 

of the candidate's immediate family is pe rsonally involved as a d i r e c­

tor, trustee, me mb er  of  the board, officer, or other position of 

responsibility!

(5) transferred to an o ng oin g political account controlled 

by the candidate, bu t only in the amounts and acc or di ng to the r e­

quirements set out in (b) of this section! or

(6) transferred to a legislat iv e office account, for e x p e n­

ditures qualifying as business expenses tinder 26 U.S.C. 162.

(b) A  m a x im um of $2,500 for candidates for the h o u s e  and $5,000 

for candidates for the senate of surplus campaign funds m a y  be tr an s­

ferred to an ongoing political acco unt  contro ll ed  by  the candidate.

(c) Funds carried over u n d e r  (b) of this section m a y  be expended 

for a n y  political purpo se  for w h i c h  ca mpaign funds c a n  ot herwise 

pr op er ly  be used.
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Sec. 24.<51.220. P A Y M E N T  O F  L E G A L  EXPENSES; L E G A L  DEFE NS E FUNDS,

(a) A  legislative candidate, legislator, or legisl ati ve  employee m a y  

e s t a b l i s h  a legal offense fun d to assist w i t h  the paymen t of attorn ey  

fees a n d  other costs a r i s i n g  fr o m  the le gi slator's or employee's 

defense of a civil, criminal, or ad mi ni s t r a t i v e  a ct i o n  brought against 

the legisl at or  or employee. C o n t r ibu ti on s to a legal defense fund 

that m e e t  the re qui r e m e n t s  of  this section are not subject to the 

re st rictions in AS 24.61.350.

(b) A  legislative candidate, legislator, or legislative emplo ye e 

who  w i s h e s  to esta bl ish  a legal defense fund account shall file a 

statement of org an iza ti on  for the legal defense fund w i t h  the c o m m i s­

sion. Th e statement of o r g a n i z a t i o n  mu s t  identify the specific civil, 

criminal, or ad mi ni s t r a t i v e  p roc e e d i n g  or p r o c e ed in gs  for w h ic h the 

legal defense fund is established.

(c) The legal d e fe ns e fund shall esta bl is h a single account at 

an o f f i c e  of a financial in s t i t u t i o n  located in the state. A  d on at ion  

to the candidate, legislator, or legisla ti ve  employ ee  for legal e x p e n­

ses shall be d e p os it ed  into that account if the donati on meets the 

r e qu ir em en ts of (d) of this section.

(d) Only a do na t i o n  that is spec if ica ll y d es ig n a t e d  by the d on or
4

as b e i n g  for the legal defen se  fund and is m a d e  payable to the legil 

defe nse  fund m ay  be d e p o s i t e d  in the legal defense fund account. A 

d o n a t i o n  that the re c i p i e n t  b el ieves is Intended for the legal d e f ens e 

fund b u t  that does no t m e e t  the requ ir em en ts of  this subsection shall 

be r e t u r n e d  to the donor.

(e) Ex pe nditures f r o m  the legal defense fu n d  account m a y  be  m a d e  

on l y  for legal costs di re c t l y  r e l a t e d  to the civil, criminal, or 

adm in is tra ti ve  p r o c e e d i n g  or p r o c e ed in gs for w h i c h  the legal d e f e n s e  

fund is established. E x p e n d i t u r e s  fro m the legal defense fund a c c o u n t
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m a y  no t be  u s e d  to p a y  o r  r e i m b u r s e  fine*;, p e n a l t i e s ,  ju dgments, or 

s et t l e m e n t s  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  or  a c ivil or 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  in w h i c h  the l e g i s l a t i v e  c an di da te , legislator, 

or  l e g i s l a t i v e  em pl o y e e  is found to h a v e  commit te d,  or admits to 

h a v i n g  c o m m i t t e d  a v i o l a t i o n  of the law.

(f) S u rp lu s funds r e m a i n i n g  in the legal d e f e n s e  fund accou nt

after the p r o c e e d i n g  or p r o c e e d i n g s  fo r w h i c h  the a c c o u n t  is e s t a b­

lished h a v e  conc lu ded  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  for an o t h e r  purpose. T h ese  

funds shall, w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  a ft er  the c o n c l u s i o n  o f  the p r o c e e d i n g  

or p r o ce ed ing s,  be

(1) r e t u r n e d  to donors on a p r o  rat a b a s i s  as to c o n t r i b u­

tions in excess of $100 in the aggregate;

(2) d o na te d to the state or to a m u n i c i p a l i t y ;  or

(3) donat ed  to a c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that m e e t s  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 2 4 . 6 1 . 2 1 0 ( a ) ( A ) .

(g) This  section c o n s t i t u t e s  the s ole m e a n s  for legislators,

c a n d i d a t e s  for the legislature, and l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s  to solicit 

or accept do nations for legal costs that m a y  not be p a i d  from c am pa ign  

funds u n d e r  AS 24.61.202. Ex ce pt for A S  2 4 . 61 .24 0( b)  and (c) , the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  r e l a t i n g  to the s o l i c i t a t i o n  an d a cce p t a n c e  

of c a m p a i g n  funds apply to the s o l i c i t a t i o n  and a c c e p t a n c e  o f  c o n t r i­

butions  to a legal d e f e n s e  fund e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  this section. The 

c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  l i m i t i n g  the d o l l a r  am o u n t  of c o n t r i­

butions  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  and shall a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  the 

d i s c l o s u r e  of  donors to a legal d e f e n s e  fund.

(h) Funds r e c e i v e d  from f u n d - r a i s i n g  e v e n t s  m u s t  b e  c l ear ly  

d e s i g n a t e d  in a d van ce  as eit h e r  for c a m p a i g n  p u r p o s e s  o r  for the legal 

d e fe ns e fun d an d all p r o c e e d s  shall b e  d e a l t  w i t h  as r e q u i r e d  b y  this 

c h a p t e r .
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(1) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e ct ion  is g u i l t y  of a class A 

m i s d e m e a n o r  and is s u b je ct  to c i v i l  sanctions u n d e r  A S  24.61.560(a).

Sec. 2 4 .6 1. 23 0. COERCION. (a) A  l eg isl at or  m a y  not, di rectly 

o r  by a u t h o r i z i n g  a n o t h e r  to act o n  the leg is la tor 's  behalf, s tate or 

i mply that the l e g i s l a t o r ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of an issue, cause, or piece 

of legislation, o r  the le gi sl a t o r ' s  wi l l i n g n e s s  to m e e t  w i t h  a person, 

is d e p e nde nt  on the  p e r s o n  m a k i n g  a cam paign co nt ribution, d o n a t i n g  to 

a cause favore d b y  the legi sl at or , or p r o v i d i n g  a thing of v a l u e  to 

the legislator.

(b) A  l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  not  directly, or by a ut h o r i z i n g  a n o t h e r  to 

act on the l e g i s l a t o r ' s  behalf,

(1) a g r e e  to, or t hr e a t e n  to take or w i t h h o l d  a l e g i s l a­

tive, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  or p o l i t i c a l  action, in cl ud ing  but not limited

to support or o p p o s i t i o n  to a bill, employment, nom in at ion s,  and 

appointments, as a result of a p er son 's  d ec is ion  to p r o v i d e  or not 

p r ov id e a p o l i t i c a l  contribution;

(2) s t a t e  or imply that the legisl ato r will p e r f o r m  or

re f r a i n  from  p e r f o r m i n g  a lawful c onstituent servi ce  as a re su lt  of a

person' s d e c i s i o n  to p r o vid e or not provide a pol it ic al  contribution.

(c) U n l e s s  the condu ct v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of AS 11 a nd  the 

pe rs on  is su b j e c t  to p r o s e c u t i o n  u n d e r  that p rovision, a p e r s o n  who 

v io l a t e s  (a) o r  (b) of this s e c t i o n  is gu i l t y  of a class A  m i s d e­

mea n o r  .

(d) In a d d i t i o n  to c r i m i n a l  penalties, a p e r s o n  w h o  violates 

this s e ct io n is subje ct to c i v i l  sanctions u n d e r  A S  24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61. 240 . F U N D  R A I S I N G  LIMITATIONS, (a) A  l e gis la to r may 

not, e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y ,  t h r o u g h  a  c ampaign comnittee, or o t h e r  means, 

solicit or a c c e p t  a c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  or a p r o m i s e  or  p l e d g e  to 

make  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  w h i l e  the l e g i s lat ur e is in re g u l a r  session, nor 
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m a y  a legislator solicit ca mpa ig n funds or hos t a campaign f u n d­

rai s i n g  event for another per son  while the legislature is in session. 

Thi s subsection does not prevent fundraising a ct i v i t y  for a charitable 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  if the activity does not viol at e AS 24.61.230.

(b) A  legislator or a c an didate for the legislature may  not, 

eit he r directly, through a campaig n committee, or other means,- solicit 

or accept a campaign contribution or a promise or pledge to m ake a 

co n t ri bu ti on relating to candidacy for the legislature in an election 

ot he r than a special election un de r AS 15.40 except during the f o l l o w­

ing periods:

(1) legislators, a nd  other incumbent elected public o f f i­

cials intending to run for the legislature, m a y  raise funds from 

June 1 u ntil December 31 in the year bef ore  the year of an election in 

w h i c h  they intend to be a candidate, and from June 1 through the 

general election in November in the year of the election j in this 

paragraph, "public official" m eans a person re qui re d to file n c a m­

pai g n  disclosure statement u nd er AS 15.13;

(2) candidates for the legislature w h o  are not in public 

office at the time of their c an didacy m a y  raise funds from June 1 in 

the year before the year of an el ection in w h i c h  they intend to be a 

cand id ate  through the general e le ction in No ve mbe r in the year of the 

election.

(c) This section does not pro hibit a legislator or a candidate 

for the legislature from m a k i n g  an ot herwise lawful contribution or 

fr o m  attending an otherwise lawful fund-raising activi ty  at any time.

Sec. 24.61.245. E NF OR CEM EN T O F  C AM PAI GN  F U N D  PROVISIONS. The 

A l a s k a  Public Offices Conn iss io n shall enforce AS  24.61.205, 24.61.-

210, and  24.61.240. A  person w h o  be lieves that A S  24.61.205, 24.61.-

210, or 24.61.240(a) or (b) has b e e n  v i o l a t e d  m a y  file a complaint
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m k

un de r A S  15.13.120(d) w i t h  the A l a s k a  Public Offices Commission, w h i c h

2 shall handle the co mp la int  in the same m an n e r  as a complaint allegi ng

3 a v i o l a t i o n  of A S  15.13. T h e  pen al ti es for a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 24.61.-

4 205, 24.61.210, and  24.61.240(a) an d (b) are those set out in A S  15.-

5 13.120(a). In addition, if the A l a s k a  Public Offices C o mm iss io n

6 deter mi nes  after a h e a r i n g  under A S  15.13.120(d), or if a legislator

2 admits, that the l egislator vi ol a t e d  or caused. Induced, aided, or

• e n c o u r a g e d  a v i o l a t i o n  of AS  24.61.205, 24.61.210, or 24.61.240(a) or

• (b), the legislator is subject to civil sanctions under A S  24.61.-

’0 560(a).

tt Sec. 24.61.255. FIN AN CIA L CONFL IC TS  O F  INTEREST DEFINED. A

>2 fi nancial conflict of interest exists w h e n  a per son  or a m e m b e r  of

that person's immediate family has substantial financial interests 

that m a y  be m a t e r i a l l y  affected by an official action or decision they 

m i g h t  make. T h e  interest must be so substantial and the potential 

’6 eff e c t  on that interest mu s t  be so ma terial that a reasonable person

17 is likely to be l i e v e  that the abili ty  of the pers on  wi t h  the financial

,B in terest to ma k e  an objective, fair, and impartial p ro fe ssional j u d g­

me n t  wil l  be impe ded  by self-interest. It is not a conflict of i n t e r­

est as to a sp ec if ic  m a t t e r  if

(1) the pe rson's economic interest is not substantial!

(2) the person's au thority in r elation to the interest is

su c h  that an ac t i o n  or d ec is ion  is no t likely to m a t e r i a l l y  affect the

24 financial interest! or

26 (3) the e co no mic  effect an o ff ic ial  action or decision

m i g h t  have on a per so n' s private financial interests is n o  greater 

22 than the effect on  a substantial c lass of persons to w h i c h  the pe r s o n

28 be l o n g s  as a m e m b e r  of a profession, occupation, industry, or region.

2? Sec. 24.61.260. S U B S T AN TI AL  I NT ER ES T IN LEGISLATIVE,
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AD M I N I S T R A T I V E ,  O R  P O L I T I C A L  A C T I O N  DEFIN ED . Persons, i n c l u d i n g

g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t i e s ,  ha v e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r e s t  in legi sla ti ve ,

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  if th e y

li m it ed

nc i a l  p l a n n e r  to a  client! a 

est ment, b u s i n e s s  e n t e r pri se , 

ner ,  investor, a s s o c i a t e ,  or 

o r  c o - t e n a n t s  s h a r i n g  h o u s i n g  

a, o r  a n o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  in 

HCS C S S B  4 1 5 (Fin)

W**' .....
(1) w i l l  be  d i r e c t l y  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a ff ected, e i t h e r  

f i n a n c i a l l y  or  p e r s on al ly , b y  a  l e g is la ti ve,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  p o l i t­

ica l  a c t i o n  in a w a y  that is g r e a t e r  t h a n  the e f f e c t  on a s u b s t a n t i a l  

c l a s s  o f  p e r s o n s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  p e r s o n  b e l o n g s  as a m e m b e r  of a p r o f e s­

sion, o c c u pa ti on , industry, o r  regioni

(2) h a v e  or s e e k  c o n t r a c t s  in e x c e s s  of $ 1 0,0 00  a n n u a l l y  

fo r g oo ds or s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  or w i t h  an a g e n c y  o f  state 

g o v e r n m e n t  i

(3) a r e  lobbyists! or

(4) r e p res en t,  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  c om pen sa ti on , a p e r s o n  or 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in (1) - (3) o f  this section.

Sec. 2 4. 61 .2 65 . C L O S E  E C O N O M I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  DE FI N E D .  "C los e 

e c o n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n "  r e f e r s  to a f i n a n c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  two 

or  m or e  p e r s o n s  that c r e a t e s  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s  in a l e g i s l a t o r  or 

l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  that e i t h e r  (1) c o n f l i c t  w i t h  p u b l i c  d u t i e s  and 

the o b l i g a t i o n  to e x e r c i s e  o b j e c t i v e  i n d e p e n d e n t  j u d g m e n t !  o r  (2) 

c r e a t e  the a p p e a r a n c e  that t h e  p e r s o n  m a y  h a v e  access to c o n f i d e n t i a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  or o t h e r w i s e  r e c e i v e  f a v o r e d  t r e a t m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  pu bl i c  

actions. " C l o s e  eco n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n” includes, but is not  

to, r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n v o l v i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  as a n  employee, ag en t,  rep 

res en t a t i v e ,  c ou nse lo r,  a d v i s e r ,  or c o n s u l t a n t ,  i n c lu di ng 

s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  a l a w y e r  o r  a  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n n e r  to 

f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a n  i n v e st me nt,  b u s i n e s s  

or i nte re st  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  as a  pa rt ne r, 

m a j o r  s t o c k h o l d e r !  a  l a n d l o r d  a n d  t e n a n t

debt, loan, or loan guarantee! or

' W & M



w h i c h  a l e g i s l a t o r  or l e g i s l a t i v e  em pl o y e e  has a substantial e co no mi c  

i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  a n ot he r person. In this section, "p erson" includes 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  entities.

Sec. 24.61.270. F I N A N C I A L  CONFLICTS. E xc e p t  in the r e l a t i v e l y  

f e w  c ases in w h i c h  c e r t a i n  t ran sa c t i o n s  or r e l a t i ons hi ps  are p r o h i b i t­

ed by  this c h a p t e r  or w h e r e  di v e s t i t u r e  m a y  be o r d er ed  by the c o m m i s­

sion, c o n f l i c t s  o f  i nt ere st  are dealt w i t h  p r i m a r i l y  a»> a m a t t e r  of 

r e q u i r e d  p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  restraint.

Sec. 24.61.290. R E S T R I C T E D  RELATION SH IP S:  NEPOTISM. (a) A

m e m b e r  o f  the imm ed ia te  f a m i l y  of a l egislator m a y  not be e mp loy ed  for 

c o m p e n s a t i o n

(1) in the h o u s e  of w h i c h  the legisl at or  is a me mb er  du ri ng 

the l e g i s l a t i v e  sessiont

(2) in eit he r h o u s e  in the i n te ri m b e t we en legisl at iv e

se ss i o n s  i

(3) b y  an. a g e n c y  of the legislat ur e e s t a b li she d un de r 

A S  2 4 . 2 0 i or

(4) b y  the commis si on , w h e t h e r  for com pe ns at ion  or not.

(b) A  m e m b e r  of the i mm ediate family of a legislative e mployee 

m a y  n o t  be  e m p l o y e d  for c o m p e n s a t i o n  in a p os iti on  over w h i c h  the 

e m p l o y e e  has s u p e r v i s o r y  authority.

(c) In cases w h e r e  a m e m b e r  of the immediate family of a l e g i s­

lator or l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  is u n i q u e l y  q u a l i f i e d  to pe r f o r m  a task, 

or a n o t h e r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e  exi st s u n d e r  w h i c h  it w o u l d  be 

in the s t a te' s interest to w a i v e  the limit at io n of this section, a 

w a i v e r  of a p r o v i s i o n  of this section m a y  be  sought u nd er  A S  24.61.- 

530.

(d) F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  this section, a le gislator is not an e m p l o y­

ee of  the legislature.

H C S  C S S B  415(Fin) -22-



.

12
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
1?

13

14

16

16

17

IB

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

28

(e) A  person who violates this section is subject to civil 

sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.300. RE STRICTED RELATIONSHIPS: LOBBYISTS, L E G I S L A­

TORS, LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES, AND LEGISLA TI VE  ASSISTANTS. (a) A 

legislator or a legislative candidate may not solicit or knowingly 

permit a lobbyist to actively engage in fund-raising activities for a 

legislative campaign or for a legal expense fund u nder AS 24.61.220, 

w h i c h  activities include (1) serving as a campaign m a n a g e r  or d i r e c­

tors (2) serving as a campaign treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer 

on a finance or fund-raising committee; (3) hosting a fund-raising 

event. This subsection m a y  not be construed to p ro hibit a lobbyist 

from making personal contributions to or personally advocating on 

behalf of a candidate. A  legislator or a legislative candidate may 

not seek to evade the purposes of this subsection by soliciting or 

knowingly permitting a mem ber  of a business entity retained to lobby, 

or an employee of a lobbyist to perform similar fund-raising services.

(b) Legislators and legislative assistants wh o have  a close 

economic association wit h a lobbyist shall make a w r i t t e n  disclosure 

of the association in confidence to the commission. The  disclosure 

shall be made during the first week of each session. If a legislator 

or legislative assistant is not in office or employed during the first 

we e k  of the session, or if the a ssociation did not exist during the 

first we e k  of the session, the disclosure shall be mad e wit hi n 30 days 

after taking office or b ein g employed or the creation of the asso ci a­

tion.

(c) The written disclosure must state the name of the persons 

involved, the nature of the association, and a b r i e f  narrative of the 

matters the legislator or legislative assistant is w o r k i n g  on that 

could create an actual conflict of interest. If the commission
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r eq ue st s additional I nf or mat io n n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the 

n a t u r e  of the a s s o c ia ti on creates a c on fl ic t of interest, it shall b e  

p r o m p t l y  provided.

(d) The c o m mi ssi on  shall m a k e  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as to w h e t h e r  the 

as s o c i a t i o n  creates a conflict of  interest that w a r r a n t s  r es tr i c t i o n s  

or disclosure. A fter maki ng  the determination, the  commi ss io n m a y  

elect to

(1) keep the matter confidential)

(2) r e c om me nd some r e s t r i c t i o n  in the activities) or

(3) order full or part ia l d isclosure in the journal of the 

ap pr op ri ate  body.

(e) A  legislator or legislative assistant m a y  not p r o vi de  p e r­

sonal services for c o mp en sa ti on for or on beha lf  o f  a lobbyist or a 

bu si ne ss  entity r et ained to lobby, and m a y  not h a v e  a financial i n t e r­

est in a business that receives a substantial p a r t  o f  its income from 

lobbyists an d business entities re ta i n e d  to lobby.

(f) A  person w h o  violates this section is subject to c ivil  

sanctions u nd er AS 24.61.560(a) and o t he r p e n a l t i e s  au thorized u n d e r  

AS 24.45 (regulation of  lobbying).

Sec. 24.61.310. D 1SCL0SABLE RE LATIONSHIPS) BOARD M E M B E R S H I P S  

A N D  O T H E R  PUBLIC OFFICES, (a) A  l egislator m a y  n o t  serve on a g o v­

ern i n g  or advisory b o a r d  of a n o ng ov er nme nt al  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that r e g u­

larly has a substantial interest in the legislative, ad min is trative, 

a n d  p o l i ti cal  actions of the legislator.

(b) A  legislative as sistant m a y  not s erve in a p o s i t i o n  that 

require s c o nf ir ma ti on b y  the legislature. A  le g i s l a t i v e  a s s ist an t m a y  

s erv e on a board o f  a n  organization, incl ud in g a g o v er nm ent al  entity, 

that r e g ul arl y has a  substantial Intere st in th e legisla ti ve  a c t i v i­

ties of the assistant, if the a s s is ta nt  discloses th e b oa rd  m e m b e r s h i p  
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to the commission. A  l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  m a y  not, as p a r t  o f  the 

a s s i s t a n t ' s  e m p l o y m e n t ,  b e  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in a n  issue o r  t ak e  a 

s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  that d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e s  to an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of w h i c h  the 

a s s i s t a n t  is a b o a r d  member.

(c) In e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  th e c ri t e r i a  f or  a n  e x­

e m p t i o n  exists, a le gi s l a t o r  or  l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  m a y  s e e k  a 

w a i v e r  of a p r o v i s i o n  of this s e c t i o n  u n d e r  A S  24.61.530.

(d) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is subj ec t to c ivi l 

sanc ti ons  u n d e r  A S  24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61 .3 20 . R E S T R I C T E D  F I N A N C I A L  INTERE ST S.  (a) U n l e s s  

r e q u i r e d  by  the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a 

l eg is l a t o r  or l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  m a y  no t p a r t i c i p a t e  in l e g i s l a t i v e ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  or p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  if the l e g i s l a t o r  or l e g i s l a t i v e  

e m p l o y e e  has an e q u i t y  or o w n e r s h i p  i n t e r e s t  in a business, i n v e s t­

ment, real pr o p e r t y ,  lease, or o ther e n t e r p r i s e  if the i n t e r e s t  is 

su b s t a n t i a l  a n d  the effect of the a c t i o n  on th a t  interest is g r e a t e r  

than the e f f e c t  o n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  class of p e r s o n s  to w h i c h  the l e g i s­

lator or l e g i s l a t i v e  e mp l o y e e  b e l o n g s  as a m e m b e r  of a p r o f e s s i o n ,  

oc cu pa ti on,  i ndustry, or region.

(b) In e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  the  cr it eri a for an e x­

em p t i o n  exists, a leg is l a t o r  or  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  m a y  s e e k  a w a i v e r  

of  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this s e c t i o n  u n d e r  AS  2 4.61.530.

(c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is subject to c i v i l  

sa nctions u n d e r  A S  24 .61.560(a).

Sec. 2 4.6 1. 33 0.  R E S T R I C T E D  A C T I V I T I E S  A S  A N  A T T O R N E Y  O R  R E P­

RESENTAT IV E. (a) A  l e g i s l a t o r  or l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s is ta nt m a y  n o t  for 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  repre se nt , as a n  ad vocate, a d v i s o r ,  o r  c o n s u l t a n t ,  a 

p e r s o n  in a m a t t e r  i n v o l v i n g  a n  agency, boa rd , or  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  the 

state, u n l e s s  the agency, board, or  c o m m i s s i o n  is a c t i n g
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q u a s i - j u d i c i a l l y  a n d  there is no  reason abl e b as is to conclude that the 

side  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  the l egislator or l e g i sl ati ve  a ss istant has an 

u n f a i r  advantage. Thi s p r o v i s i o n  does no t pr oh i b i t  an at tor ne y from 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  a cli ent  in a ju di c i a l  ac t i o n  or p r ev en t a l e gi sla to r or 

l eg i s l a t i v e  a s s i st ant  from r e pr es ent in g pe rs on al  interests in an 

o t h e r w i s e  p r o p e r  proceeding. Thi s subse ct io n m a y  not be c on s t r u e d  to 

p e r m i t  co m p e n s a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  for pu rp os es of obtaining or r e t a i n­

ing a state or local license, permit, franchise, grant, loan, or other 

benefit, w h e t h e r  or not other parties c o n t e n d i n g  for the b e n ef it  are 

r e pr es en te d, unle ss  the g ran ti ng  of the b e nef it  is a purely m i n i s t e r i­

al m a t t e r  r e q u i r i n g  little or no  discretion.

(b) ThiB  sect io n may not be cons tru ed  to prohibit a le gislator  

or legislative as sistant from informally ad vi s i n g  a constit ue nt  about 

the proc ed ure s or appro pr iat en es s of b r i n g i n g  an action agai ns t the 

state or a local government. If a legislator or legislative assistant 

in an o t h e r w i s e  pr o p e r  m an n e r  advises a co nst it ue nt  or a n o th er  in an 

a c t i o n  agains t the state or a local g ove rn me nt  or before a state or 

local g ov er nm en t agency, the legislator or legislative assis ta nt  may 

n o t  reveal c o n fid en ti al  information.

(c) In e x t r a o rd in ar y situations w h e r e  the criteria for an e x­

em p t i o n  exists, a legislator or legisla ti ve assistant m a y  seek a 

w a i v e r  of a p r o v i s i o n  of this section u n d e r  AS 24.61.530.

(d) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v iol at es  (a) of this section is subject to 

civil sanctions u n d e r  AS 24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.340. R E S T R I C T E D  TRANSACTIONS; INTEREST IN STATE 

C O N T R A C T S  O R  LEASES, (a) A  legislator, a legisla ti ve  assistant, or a 

m e m b e r  of the imm ed iat e fa m i l y  of a l eg is la tor  m a y  not be a p ar ty  to, 

o r  have  a fina nc ial  interest in, a state co ntr ac t or lease un le ss the 

co nt r a c t  o r  lease is p e r m i t t e d  under ( b ) , (c), or (d) of this section.
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(b) A contract is permissible if the contract is let through 

competitive sealed b i d di ng  under AS 36.30 (State Procurement Code) and 

the legislator or legislative a ss istant files a statement w it h  the 

commission before the contract is ex ecu te d certifying u n d e r  penalty of 

unsworn falsification that the legislator or legislative assistant did 

not ha v e  (1) access to confidential information that r easonably could 

provide an advantage; or (2) discussions or contacts w i t h  state o f f i­

cials involved in letting the contract about the contract that could 

Influence the decision. The statement must also specify the nature of 

the legislator's personal or immediate family interest or the legis­

lative assistant's personal interest, including the percentage or 

share of profits that will  be realized. If the commission requests 

additional information necessary to determine the priority of the 

award of the contract, it shall be promptly provided. If the c o m m i s­

sion believes the nature or circumstances of the contract raise Imper­

missible conflicts of interest, it m a y  recommend that the contract be

voided or that restrictions be p la c e d  on the contractor. The s t a t e­

ment filed by the legislator or legislative assistant regarding the 

contract shall be made part of the public record and published in the 

journal of the appropriate house.

(c) A  contract or lease is permissible if the total amount of 

the contract or lease over the course of a year is less than $1,000

and it was let under circumstances that do not raise a substantial

question of improper influence.

(d) A  contract or lease is pe rmi ss ib le  if it is a standardized 

contract or lease that was deve lop ed  under publicly adopted r e g u l a­

tions or procedures an d is gen era ll y available to the public at large 

or to members of a profession, occupation, or g ro up  to w h i c h  the 

legislator, legislative assistant, or member of the legislator's or
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a s s i s ta nt 's  immediate family belongs.

(e) A  legislator or legislative a s s i s t a n t  m a y  n o t  r e ce iv e a n y­

thing o f  v a l u e  to procur e o r  advocate for a c ontract w i t h  st at e or 

local government.

(f) A  legislator, l egislative assistant, or former legis la to r or 

l eg is lative assistant, w i t h i n  one year of l ea vi ng  legislative service, 

m a y  not seek or accept a co ntract w i t h  a p e r s o n  that does a s u b s t a n­

tial p o r t i o n  of its b us i n e s s  wi t h  the state for goods or pe rs ona l 

services c onc er ni ng  a m a t t e r  on w h i c h  the legis la to r or legislative 

ass is ta nt part ic ipa te d pe rs o n a l l y  and s u b s t a n ti al ly  w i t h i n  the last 

year o f  service if a reasonable per so n w o u l d  conclude that the c o n­

tract c o n s t it ut ed  a re wa rd  for services p e r f o r m e d  whi le  serving as a 

legislator or legislative assistant or o t h e r w i s e  was an improper use 

of the office.

(g) A person who v io lates this s e c ti on  is subject to civil 

sanctions under AS 2 4. 6 1 . 560(a) and m a y  be subj ec t to cr iminal p e n a l­

ties u n d e r  another law.

Sec. 24.61.345. PA R T I C I P A T I O N  IN G E N E R A L  ST ATEWIDE PR OGRAMS 

PERMISSIBLE. (a) A  legislator or l e g i sl at iv e employee may, w i th out  

d isc lo su re  to the commission, p ar t i c i p a t e  in a st atewide bene fi t 

p r o g r a m  or receive a loan from the state if the p r o g r a m  or loan is 

g e n e r a l l y  available to m e m b e r s  of the public, is subject to fixed, 

o b j ect iv e eligibility standards, an d r e q u i r e s  mini ma l d i s c r e t i o n  in 

d et e r m i n i n g  qualification.

(b) The  c ommission shall r e v i e w  a n n u a l l y  state p ro gr a m s  and 

state loans and publ is h a list of p r o g r a m s  and loans, d e s i g n a t i n g 

w h i c h  ones meet  the s tandards of (a) of this section.

(c) A  legislator o r  legislative e m p l o y e e  who  pa rt ic i p a t e s  in a 

p r o g r a m  or receives a loa n  that is not e x e m p t  from di sc l o s u r e  u n d e r
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(a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  fi l e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  by 

the first M o n d a y  in F e b r u a r y  o f  e a c h  y e a r  s t a t i n g  the a m o un ts  of the 

loans or o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  c al en da r year 

from  n o n q u a l i f y i n g  p r o g r a m s .  If t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  r e q u e s t s  additi on al  

i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r m i n e  th e p r o p r i e t y  of p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in 

the p r o g r a m  or r e c e i v i n g  the loan, it s h a l l  b e  p r o m p t l y  provided. The 

c o m m i s s i o n  shall p r o m p t l y  c o mp il e a lis t of the state me nt s i n di ca tin g 

the loans and p r o g r a m s  a n d  a m o u n t s  a n d  s en d  it to the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i­

cer of  e a c h  h o u s e  w h o  s h a l l  ha v e  it p u b l i s h e d  in the sup pl em ent al  

j o u r n a l s  w i t h i n  t h ree  w e e k s  of the f i l i n g  date.

(d) If loan p r o c e e d s  or o t h e r  p r o g r a m  be ne f i t s  a re r e c e i v e d  from 

n o n q u a l i f y i n g  p r o g r a m s  o r  loans a f t e r  J a n u a r y  15, the l eg is l a t o r  or 

le g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  s h a l l  file a s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h i n  

30 days after the b e g i n n i n g  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the state p r o g r a m  or 

r e ce ip t of p r o c e e d s  f r o m  the state loan. If the c o m m i s s i o n  re ceives 

the s t a t e m e n t  w h i l e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  is in session, it shall p r o m p t l y  

forward the s t a t e m e n t  to the c hief c l e r k  of the house o r  the secre ta ry  

of the senate, as a p p r o p r i a t e ,  w h o  s ha ll  c a u s e  it to be p u b l i s h e d  in 

the s u p p l e m e n t a l  j ou r n a l .  If the  c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e s  a statement 

w h i l e  th e l e g i s l a t u r e  is n o t  in s es sio n,  it shall f o r w a r d  the s t a t e­

ment to the c h i e f  c l e r k  o f  the h o u s e  or the s e c r et ar y of the senate 

for p u b l i c a t i o n  w h e n  the l e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  convenes.

(e) If the  c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t hat the n a t u r e  a nd  c i r c u m­

stances u n d e r  w h i c h  the l e g i s l a t o r  o r  leg i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  r e c e i v e d  a 

state b e n e f i t  or  loan  r a i s e s  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  i mp r o p r i e t y  or wa s in 

fact the  resu lt  o f  u n f a i r  or i m p r o p e r  i n f l u e n c e  it s h a l l  be t r e a t e d  as 

a v i o l a t i o n  o f  this  se ction. In a d d i t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  shall report 

the v i o l a t i o n  to the a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  for a c t i o n  u n d e r  other ci vil  or 

c r i m i n a l  laws.
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(f) Th e c o m m i s s i o n  shall a n n u a l l y  reco mme nd  to the Legislative 

Budget and Audit Co m m i t t e e  the p r o g r a m s  a nd  loans to be a u di te d b y  the 

d iv i s i o n  of leg is la ti ve audit d ur i n g  the following year, including the 

scope of the audit. The records o f  the re levant state agencies shall 

be m a d e  a va ilable to the division of legislative audit. The di vi si on  

of legislative a ud it  shall p r ep ar e a rep or t to the L e g i sl at ive  Budget 

and A u d i t  Committee on its findings. T h e  report is conf id en ti al until 

it is released by the committee.

(g) In e x t r a or di nar y situations where the cr it e r i a  for an e x­

emption exists, a legislator or legislat iv e employee m a y  seek a w ai v e r  

of a pro vi si on of this section u n d e r  A S  24.61.530.

(h) A p e r s o n  w h o  violates this section is subject to civil 

sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a) and m a y  be subject to criminal p e n a l­

ties u n de r another law.

Sec. 24.61.350. RESTR IC TE D TRANSACTIONS: GRATUITIES. (a) A

le gislator or le gi slative employee m a y  not accept or receive, di re ctl y 

or indirectory, a benefit as a g r a t u i t y  from a person except as p r o­

vi d e d  in this section. No tw i t h s t a n d i n g  the provi si on s of (b) and (c) 

of this section, this section does not permit the accep ta nce  of a 

b e nef it  in any amount if the a cc ep t a n c e  of the benef it  w oul d viola te 

AS 24.61.110(b).

(b) A  legis la tor  or legisla ti ve  employee m a y  accept gratuities 

in the form of pe rs on al gifts, free or subsidized travel, tickets to 

enterta in me nt  or sporting events, un s o l i c i t e d  su bs criptions to p u b l i­

cations, lodging, pens, calendars, candy, fruit baskets, flowers, or 

an y other benefit, pr ovided that the aggregate v a l u e  in a calendar 

y e a r  m a y  not e x c e e d  $100 f rom a single source except as pr ov ide d in 

this subsection. Th e following b ene f i t s  ma y b e  a c c e p t e d  as gratuities 

w i t h o u t  regar d to $100 limit a n d  they need n o t  be r e p o r t e d  ex cep t as 
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noted:

(1) gifts from immediate family members)

(2) birthday, wedding, anniversary, and similar ceremonial 

gifts if the donor does not have a substantial interest in the legis­

lative, administrative, or political action of the recipient;

(3) unsolicited tokens or awards of appreciation or r ec og­

nition w it h  a value of more than $100 in the for m of a plaque, trophy, 

clock, watch, desk item, wall memento, or similar item if the award 

has been ap pr ov ed  by the commission upon a finding that the gift does 

not create an impermissible conflict of interest;

(A) food or foodstuffs indigenous to the state that are 

shared ge nerally as a cultural or social norm, and meals and beverages 

provided and  consumed at social or fund-raising events, conferences, 

or professional meetings, at a restaurant or club, or as part of 

personal hospitality at the residence or place of business of the 

host) gratuities under this paragraph with a value of more than $100 

shall be reported on financial disclosure formsi this paragraph may 

not be construed to exclude from the $100 limit gifts o f  packaged 

liquor, wine, or foodstuffs, nor does it exclude from the $100 limit 

the acceptance of a restaurant meal not consumed with the person 

pr oviding the gift;

(5) a gift presented by a representative of a foreign 

go vernment that is w o r t h  more than $100 m a y  be accepted only on behalf 

of the legislature and must be turned o ver within 60 days to the 

pre si di ng officer of either house for pu rposes of displaying the gift 

in public areas of the Capitol or other appropriate public location or 

being sold at auction, the proceeds to go to charity or the general 

fund)

(6) reasonable and n e c es sa ry  expenses, including
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re im bu rs eme nt  for travel a n d  r e l ate d food and lodging, w h e n  they are 

i ncidental to a trip p a i d  for by a g o ve rn me nt  ag en cy  or a n o n p r o f i t  

educational, charitable, or political i n s t i tu ti on for e d u c a t i o n a l  

purposes; the c o m m i s s i o n  shall adopt r e g u l a ti ons  i m p l e m e n t i n g  this 

paragraph, including regu la ti on s re la ti ng  to the paym en t of e x p e n s e s  

for the members of a per s o n ' s  immediate family;

(7) payme nt of or rei mbursement for re as o n a b l e  and n e c e s­

sary expenses, incl ud ing  expenses r el ate d to travel and r e la te d food 

and lodging, Incurred in conn ec tio n w i t h  a trip w ho se  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  

is to en a b l e  the le gi s l a t o r  or legislative e mp loyee to ob ta i n  i n f o r m a­

tion on matters of legislative concern; if the expenses ex ce ed $100, 

they shall be r epo rt ed  on financial disclosure forms;

(8) h o s p i t a l i t y  including o ve rnight lodging, food, and 

be v e ra ge s at the r e s i d e n c e  or second hom e o f the host p r o v i d e d  the 

host is present, or, if the host is not present, the per s o n  is s t a y i n g  

as a h o u s e - s i t t e r ; if the host has a substantial interest in the 

legislative, ad mi ni strative, or political actions of the recipi en t,  a 

stay w i t h  a v al ue  of m o r e  than $200 shall be re por te d on fi nancial 

di sc l o s u r e  forms; this paragraph may not be cons tr ued  to per mi t the 

use, o t h e r  than as a h o u se -s itt er  in a res id en ce or a sec ond  home, of 

a summer home, company retreat, resort facility, c o n d o m i n i u m  or a p a r t­

ment, or other lodging w here the host is not p ers on al ly  p r e s e n t  or, 

regardl es s of the p re s e n c e  of the host, the p u rp os e is to p r o v i d e  the 

legisla to r or l e g i sl at ive  employee w i t h  a p a i d  or s ub si di zed  v a c a t i o n  

or si m i l a r  benefit; the host m a y  use c u s to mar y and usual m e a n s  of 

tr an sp or tat io n to tra nsport the le gislator or leg is la tiv e e m p l o y e e  to 

the h os t ' s  res id en ce  or the place of a social event;

(9) leave d o n a t e d  u nd er  AS 3 9 . 2 0 . 2 4 5 ( b ) »

(10) the p o r t i o n  of a student loan fo rgiven u n d e r  former 
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A S  1 4 . 4 3 . 1 2 0 ( j ) .

(c) In e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  the c ri t e r i a  for an e x e m p­

tion exists, a l e g i s l a t o r  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  m a y  se e k  a w a i v e r  of  

a p r o v i s i o n  of  this s e c t i o n  u n d e r  A S  24.61.530.

(d) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e cti on  is subje ct to civil 

s a n c t i o n s  u n d e r  AS  2 4 . 6 1 . 5 6 0 ( a )  a n d  m a y  be s u bj ec t to p r o s e c u t i o n  

u nde r A S  1 1.56.120 ( r e c e i v i n g  u n l a w f u l  gratuities).

Sec. 24.61.360. R E S T R I C T I O N S  ON  E A R N E D  INCOME: O U T S I D E  E M P L O Y­

M E N T  A N D  H ONORARIA. (a) A  l e g i s l a t o r  or leg is la tiv e a ss i s t a n t  m a y  

not seek, accept, or r e t a i n  emp loy me nt , i n c l ud in g as an a d v iso r or  

con su lt ant , that

(1) is li kel y to invol ve  the d i s c l o s u r e  or use  of c o n f i­

dential i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  in the co u r s e  of l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e »

(2) is lik el y to invo lv e the le gis l a t o r  or a s s is ta nt  a c t i n g

as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in a m a t t e r  that m a k e 6  u s e  o f  the authority,

p re stige, or title a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l eg i s l a t i v e  office:

(3) involves p a y m e n t s  that b y  r e a s o n a b l e  o b j e c t i v e  s t a n­

dards are not c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  the services r e n d e r e d  and appear to 

i nv ol ve  a p r e m i u m  as a r e s u l t  of the legi sl at or 's o r  l e g i sl at ive  

a s s i s t a n t ' s  p o s i t i o n  in the l eg islature:

(4) is l i k e l y  to r e q u i r e  the l egi s l a t o r  or l eg i s l a t i v e

a s s i s t a n t ,  u n d e r  c o n f l i c t  of interest an d d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e­

ments, to r e f r a i n  f ro m  t a k i n g  legislative, a d min is tr at ive , or p o l i t i­

cal a c t i o n s  in an u n d u e  n u m b e r  of situations;

(5) w i l l  r e q u i r e  the l e g i s l a t o r  or l eg i s l a t i v e  a s s i sta nt  to 

act as a lobbyist; or

(6) w i l l  r e q u i r e  the l e g i s l a t o r  o r  le g i s l a t i v e  a s s i st an t to 

c o m p r o m i s e  a n o t h e r  e t h i c a l  or  legal duty.

(b) A  l e g i s l a t o r  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  ass i s t a n t  m a y  n o t  r e c e i v e
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c o m p e n s a t i o n  for p e r s o n a l  services from  a state entity o t he r than the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  e xc e p t  as s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  in this c h a p t e r  or a p­

p r o v e d  b y  the commission. A l e g i s l a t o r  o r  l egislative assistant is 

no t p r e c l u d e d  b y  this s ub se cti on  f r o m  e a r n i n g  c omp en s a t i o n  at a state- 

fu n d e d  school or u ni ve rsi ty , p r o v i d e d  th a t  influence w a s  not used to 

o b t a i n  the position.

(c) A  le gi s l a t o r  or l egislative a s s i s t a n t  w ho  accep ts  otherwise 

p e r m i s s i b l e  em plo y m e n t  w i t h  a p e r s o n  that  has a substantial interest 

in legislative, admi ni st rat iv e,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  actions is subject to 

s p ec ia l d i s c l o s u r e  provi si on s un de r AS  24.61.405 an d shall avoid 

c o ndu ct  that w o u l d  lead a r e as ona bl e p e r s o n  to believe that the l eg is­

lator or l e g i s la ti ve  as sistant is u n a b l e  or u n w il li ng to exercise 

independent, o bjective, and i mpartial j ud g m e n t  in co n s i d e r i n g  matters 

that affect the inte re sts  of the legi sl ato r' s or leg isl at iv e a s s i s­

tant's employer.

(d) A  le gi s l a t o r  or legislative a s s i st an t may not seek or accept 

an h o n o r a r i u m  f r o m  a p e r s o n  or entity that has a substantial interest 

in legislative, administrative, or p o l iti ca l action. This subsection 

does not p r e v e n t  a legislator or l egislative assistant from accepting 

an h o n o r a r i u m  from  a g o v er nm en tal  ent it y outs ide  of the state, from a 

u n i v e r s i t y  o t h e r  tha n the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, or fro m another n o n­

pr o f i t  ed u c a t i o n a l  or civic institution, p r o v i d e d  that the amount paid 

is r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  comm ens ur at e w i t h  the services p e r f o r m e d  and that 

the c i r c u m st an ces  u n d e r  wh ic h t he  se rvices are to b e  p e r f o r m e d  do not 

cr e a t e  a c o n f l i c t  of interest or a p p e a r a n c e  of Impropriety. Honoraria 

shall be r e p o r t e d  on re qu ir ed d i s c l o s u r e  forms. U n d e r  other p r o­

vi s i o n s  of  this chapter, a le gis l a t o r  or legislative assistant is 

p e r m i t t e d  to a cc e p t  travel and r e l a t e d  e xp e n s e s  in cu rr ed  as the result 

o f  an o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i s s i b l e  activity.
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(e, In e xt rao rd in ar y situations w h er e the criteria £or an e x­

emption exists, a le gi s l a t o r  or legislative assistant m a y  seek a 

waiver o f  a pr ov is ion  of this section u n de r AS 24.61.S30.

(f) A  pe rs on  w h o  vi ol a t e s  this section is subject to civil 

sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.380. INTERCESSION ON BEHALF OF  CONSTITUENTS, (a) A  

legislator, either d i r e c t l y  or indirectly, should not interfere w i t h  

the a b i l i t y  or w i l l i n g n e s s  of a state or m un icipal government body, 

official, or employee to m a k e  official decisions or take appropriate 

actions on the merits, b a s e d  on independent objective judgment.

(b) A legislator m a y  not directly use or appear to use political 

influence in a w a y  that is likely to cause a public official to c o n­

sider inappropriate factors in exerci sin g public authority. Acts 

either intended to or li ke ly  to be construed as enticement, t r a d e­

offs, ingratiation, threats, intimidation, or coercion are improper. 

A  legislator may not d i r e c t l y  and improperly interfere with or seek to 

influence

(1) the outcome or substantive findings of an adjudicatory 

pr oc e e d i n g  of a go ve rn m e n t a l  regulatory bodyi

(2) a d ec is i o n  regarding the commencement, scope, or t e r­

min a t i o n  of an in v e s t i g a t o r y  process of a governmental agency; or

(3) an action of a governmental agency concerning the

g r a n t i n g  or re voc a t i o n  of a license, permit, franchise, or similar 

entitlement.

(c) This section m a y  not be construed to prevent a legislator

from

(1) e nsu ri ng  that a constituent is being treated fairly

ac c o r d i n g  to e s t a b li sh ed rules and procedures;

(2) m a k i n g  inquiries a bout the status of a matter or
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h e l p i n g  a c onstituent get a bene fit  or service that th e l eg isl at or  b e­

lieves the c onstituent is e n t i t l e d  to as a m a t t e r  of  rights

(3) op e n l y  ad vo c a t i n g  the p osi t i o n  of c o n st it uen ts  o n  the 

meri ts,  pr ovided that no  effort is m a d e  to in fluence the d e c i s i o n  

m a k i n g  process by expres s or i m p li ed po litical p r e s s u r e  in m a t t e r s  

in volving d i s c r e t io na ry decisions o f  a d m i ni st ra ti ve bodies that w il l  

have  direct and sig ni fic an t e co no mi c or social effect on the l e g i s l a­

tor's districts or

(4) exe rc i s i n g  v igi l a n t  o versight w i t h  respect to the 

policies, regulations, procedures, and Impleme nt at io n p r a c ti ce s of an 

agency, provided that the o v e rs ig ht activities are c o n du ct ed through 

the normal committee proc es se s of the legislature and that the focus 

is on the policies, procedures, an d practices of the ag en cy an d not 

the h an dl ing  of a pa rt i c u l a r  matter.

(d) A  person w h o  v io lates (b) of this secti on  is subj ec t to 

civil sanctions u n d e r  AS 2 4 . 6 1 . 560(a) and ma y be subject to c ri minal  

pe nalties under a n ot he r law.

Sec. 24.61.390. CO NF LIC T O F  INTEREST DISCLOSURE: S T A T E M E N T  OF

PURPOSE. The p u r po se of financial disclosure by legislators, c a n d i­

dates for the legislature, and legislative assis ta nt s is to

(1) d isc ou ra ge  legislators and le gi slative a ss is t a n t s  from 

ac t i n g  on a priv at e or bu siness interest in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of a 

pub l i c  duty;

(2) as s u r e  that legislators and  le gis lative a s s i s t a n t s  

ex er ci se  their le gi slative fu nction free o f  the in fluence o f  u n d i s­

cl o s e d  private or b us in ess  interests!

(3) d e v e l o p  pub lic  conf id en ce  in perso ns  seeking or h o l d i n g  

le gi slative office, enhance the d i g n i f y  of the legislature, a n d  m a k e  

it attractive to citizens w h o  are m o t i v a t e d  to p u b l i c  service;
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(4) de v e l o p  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  in g o v e r n m e n t  b y  p e r m i t t i n g  

p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to j u d g e  the c r e d e n t i a l s  and 

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  those w h o  h o l d  p u b l i c  offic e; a n d

(5) p r o v i d e  the p u b l i c  the f i n a n c i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  r e q u i r e d  to 

m e e t  the p u r p o s e s  l i s t e d  in (1) - (4) o f  this s e c t i o n  w h i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  

th e m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  o f  p r i v a c y  to l e g i s l a t o r s ,  c a n d i d a t e s  for the 

legislature, a n d  l e g i sl at iv e as si st ant s.

Sec. 24.61.400. C O N F L I C T  O F  I N T E R E S T  D I S C L O S U R E  B Y  LEGI SLA TO RS , 

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E ,  A N D  L E G I S L A T I V E  A S S I S T A N T S ;  "C A T E G O R Y  

A "  A N D  " C A T E G O R Y  B" IN COM E S O U R C E S  D E F I N E D .  (a) A  l egislator, a

c a n d i d a t e  f or  the l e g is la tur e,  and a l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  shall 

d i s c l o s e  f i n a n c i a l  int ere st s tha t  w o u l d  cause a r e a s o n a b l e  per s o n  to 

b e l i e v e  that t h e  legislator's, c a nd id at e's , or l e g i s l a t i v e  as si st ant 's  

o b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  a b il it y to e x e r c i s e  i n d e p e n d e n t  jud g m e n t  in the pub li c 

interes t h a v e  b e e n  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t hose interests.

(b) A  legisla to r,  a c a n d i d a t e  for the l e g i sl at ur e, an d a l e g i s­

lative a s s i s t a n t  shall file w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  the r e p o r t s  r eq uir ed

u n d e r  A S  2 4 . 6 1 . 4 0 0  - 24.61.410. A c a n d i d a t e  for the  legislature,

in c l u d i n g  a n  Inc u m b e n t  legisl at or , shall file the r e p o r t s  at the time 

r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 15. 25.030 or  15.25.180. In addi ti on , legisla to rs  

a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t s  s hal l file a n n u a l  repor ts  o n  or b ef o r e  

Ap ri l 15. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  adopt fi li n g  g u i d e l i n e s  and d e v e l o p

forms t ha t  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  fin an ci al  d i s c l o s u r e  f o r m s  r e q u i r e d  to

b e  filed w i t h  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  Offic es  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  A S  39.50.030.

(c) A  l e g i s l at or , a c a n d i d a t e  fo r the l eg is l a t u r e ,  a n d  a l e g i s­

lative a s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  to t he  c o m m i s s i o n  t h e  in f o r m a t i o n

r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 2 4 . 6 1 . 4 0 5  a n d  24 . 6 1 . 4 1 0  a n d  the g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  (b) and (d) of this s e c­

tion, o n  t he  s o u rc es  a n d  a m o u n t s  of o u t s i d e  in co me r e c e i v e d  by  them,
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their spouses, and their d ep endent children, except that  disclosure of 

the amount of Income rec eived b y  a legislator's or assist an t' s spouse 

or  d ependent ch il d r e n  is not required. If the sp ou s e  or dependent 

ch i l d  receives Income from a c at e g o r y  A  source, the legislator or 

legisl at iv e assis ta nt  shall file a statement w i t h  the c ommission 

s t at in g that (1) all the funds e a r n e d  b y  the spouse or  dependent child 

w e r e  r easonable pa ym en ts  for services ac tu al ly  rendered, an d (2) 

em pl o y m e n t  of the spouse or depe nd en t child wa s n o t  related to any 

a t te mp t to Influence or do any favor for the l eg is la to r or legislative 

assistant. A  legislator, cand id at e for the legislature, or l e g i s l a­

tive assistant shall also r ep o r t  the Informa ti on  r el a t i n g  to income 

and  assets that a p ub l i c  of ficial is r eq ui red  to re po r t  under AS 39.- 

50.030.

(d) The c om mi ss io n shall adopt reg ul ations relating to the

de fi nitions of ca teg or y A  and B income and the r e p o rt ing  requirements 

imposed by AS 24.61.400 - 24.61.410. The re gu lat io ns  must include 

p rov is io ns  that d istinguish b e t w e e n  income r e c e i v e d  for personal 

services, income recei ve d from  the own er shi p of property, income

r e c e i v e d  di rectly b y  the legislator, candidate for the legislature, or 

l eg is lative assistant, and income r ece iv ed  b y  an e n t i t y  In w h i c h  the 

legislator, candidate, or legisl at iv e a ssistant h a s  an ownership 

interest. The r egulations m a y  exclude from c ate g o r y  A  Income, Income 

from  sources such as interest o n  deposit accounts in regulated f i n a n­

cial institutions.

(e) In AS 24.61.400 - 24.61.410,

(1) " c a te go ry  A  source" m ea ns  a p e r s o n  w h o  is k n ow n or

r e a s o n a b l y  should be k no wn  to h a v e  a su bs tantial interest in l e g i s l a­

tive, administrative, or p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n s » the legislature or an 

a g e n c y  of the legislature is n o t  a c at eg ory  A  sourcet 
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(2) "category B source" means a person who does not, or is 

not k n own  to fall within category Aj

(3) "income" means benefits received, in the form of m o n e­

tary compensation or another thing of value.

Sec. 24.61.405. REPORTING CATEGORY A  INCOME. (a) As to income 

received from category A  sources, a perso n required under AS 24.61.400 

to report shall file wi t h  the commission a statement that must i n­

clude ,

(1) as to all income re ceived as compensation for services 

in excess of $100, the name and address of the source, a brief state­

ment de scribing the nature of the services performed including suffi­

cient detuil to permit the commission to determine whether the nature 

of the work created or w ould create a conflict of interest, and the 

amount paid;

(2) as to each gratuity received and required to be r e­

ported under AS 24.61.350(b)(4), (7), and (8), the name and address of

the person providing the gratuity, a brief description of its nature, 

and a g ood faith statement of its fair market valuei if exact values 

are not known, and cannot be found out without undue hardship or 

expense, reasonable good faith estimates are acceptable:

(3) the name and address of the source and the cash value 

of reimbursement for expenses aggregating more than $100 in the r e­

porting  period:

(4) as to each loan or loan guarantee yielding loan p r o­

ceeds of $100 or more in the reporting period and the lender or g u a r­

antor is a person w i t h  a substantial interest in legislative, adminis­

trative, or political actions, the n ame and address of the person 

m a k i n g  the loan or guarantee, the amount of the loan, the terms and 

conditions under which the loan or guarantee w as  given, the amount
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ou t s t a n d i n g  at the time of filing, and w h e t h e r  or n o t  a w r i t t e n  l oa n  

a gr eement e x i s t s >

(5) if the source of  a r e p o r t e d  b e n e f i t  is a co rp o r a t i o n ,  

other than a p u b l i c l y  traded corpor at io n,  the n a m e  of its p a r e n t

corporation, if any, a n d  names o f  its top c o r p o r a t e  officers:

(6) if the source o f  a r e p o r t e d  b e n e f i t  is a p a r t n e r s h i p  or 

a s s o ci at io n d oing bus in e s s  u n d e r  a fi cti t i o u s  name, the names of the 

principals: and

(7) other inform ati on  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  r eg u l a t i o n s  o f  the 

commission.

(b) The c om mi s s i o n  shall r e v i e w  c a t e g o r y  A  state me nt s to d e t e r­

mine w h et he r an i mpe rmissible co nf li ct  exi st s o r  w ou ld  e x i s t  and

w h e t h e r  special orders or r es tr ictions are required.

(c) Category A  statements are p ub l i c  r e c or ds  and  shall be m a d e  

ava il ab le for public inspection.

(d) In ext r a o r d i n a r y  situations, a legislator, a c a n d i d a t e  for 

the legislature, or a legislative a s s i s t a n t  m a y  see k a w a i v e r  o f  a 

pr o v i s i o n  of this sect io n under AS 24.61.530.

Sec. 24.61.410. REP OR TI NG  C A T E G O R Y  B INCOME. (a) A  p e r s o n  

re qu i r e d  u nder AS 24.61.400 to report shall file a st atement l i s t i n g  

the items in AS 24.61.405(a) that the p e r s o n  ha s re cei ve d f r o m  a 

ca te go ry  B source, except that the p e r s o n  shall d is close o n l y  t h o s e 

Income sources p r o v i d i n g  b en e f i t s  w o r t h  $1, 00 0 or more. Th e p e r s o n  is 

not r eq u i r e d  to report the a mo u n t  of inco me  from a re por t a b l e  source. 

As to gratuities, the re qu irements o f  A S  2 4. 61. 35 0( b) (4) , (7), and

(8) control, but a p p l y  to a c a n did at e for the l eg i s l a t u r e  as to d i s­

closure re quirements only.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall r e v i e w  c a t e g o r y  B s ta te me nt s to d e t e r­

mi n e  w h e t h e r  an imperm is si bl e c on f l i c t  e x i s t s  o r  w o u l d  exist, w h e t h e r  
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speci al o r d e r s  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  are r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  the s t a t e­

ments shall be  c o n s i d e r e d  to be p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  and m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  for 

pu bl ic  inspection.

(c) If the p e r s o n  f i l i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is a 

leg is la tor , or a c a n d i d a t e  for the l eg is lature, the s t a t e m e n t  is 

p r e s u m p t i v e l y  public, w h i c h  m eans t ha t  it w i l l  be m a d e  p a r t  o f  the 

pu b l i c  r e c o r d  u n l e s s  the l e gi sl at or o r  ca n d i d a t e  s u b m i t t i n g  it r e­

que s t s  that it be k e p t  co nfidential, sta te s the r e a s o n s  fo r the r e­

quest, an d the c o n m l s s i o n  finds that n o  v a l i d  pu b l i c  p u r p o s e  would be 

a d v a n c e d  b y  pub li ca tio n.

(d) If the p e r s o n  fil ing  a s t a t e m e n t  u n d e r  this s e ct io n is a 

l e g i s l a t i v e  as sistant, the s ta tement is p r e s u m p t i v e l y  confidential, 

w h i c h  m e a n s  that it shall be kept c o n f i d e n t i a l  u nl e s s  the c o mmi ss io n 

d e t e r m i n e s  that the pub l i c  benefit in d i s c l o s u r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o u t­

we i g h s  the i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i nterest in privacy.

Sec. 24.61. 42 0.  P R O H I B I T E D  C O N D U C T  R E L A T I N C  T O  DI SC LO S U R E S .  (a) 

A  p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to m a k e  a di sc l o s u r e  u n d e r  A S  2 4 . 6 1 . 1 0 0  - 24.61.420 

ma y no t k n o w i n g l y  m a k e  a false or d e l i b e r a t e l y  m i s l e a d i n g  or i n c o m­

plete d i s c l o s u r e  to the commission, or file a d i s c l o s u r e  after a 

de a d l i n e  set b y  this c h a p t e r  or by a r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  the c o m m i s­

sion.

(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  o f  a class A  

m i s d e m e a n o r  an d is s u bj ec t to civil s a n c t i o n s  u nd er  A S  24.61.560(a).

(c) In a d d i t i o n  to the s an c t i o n s  in (b) of this section, if the 

c o n m l s s i o n  finds t hat a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  the legi sl at ur e, incl udi ng  an 

i n c u m b e n t  legislator, h as  co m m i t t e d  a sub s t a n t i a l  v i o l a t i o n  o f  this 

section, the c o m m i s s i o n  shall n o t i f y  the li eu t e n a n t  g overnor. T he  

li e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall r e t u r n  the c a n d i d a t e ' s  f i l i n g  fee  a nd shall 

r e m o v e  the c a n d i d a t e ' s  n a m e  f ro m  the fi li ng  r ec or ds.  In this
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sub se c t i o n  "substantial vi ol a t i o n "  inc lu de s the refusal or failure to 

ma k e  a filing r eq u i r e d  u n d e r  AS  2 4 . 6 1 . 4 0 0  - 24.61.410.

Sec. 24.61.430. A C C OU NT AB ILI TY : OPE NN ES S AND OVERSIGHT. (a)

Le gi sl at ors  shall abide by A S  4 4 . 62 .3 10  - 44.62.312 (open meetings 

law) and e xe rc ise  the a u t h o r i t y  of t heir offices openly so that the 

pub li c is informed a bout g o v e r n m e n t a l  decisions and can hold them  

ac c o u nt ab le  for their actions.

(b) A  per so n w h o  vi ol ate s this section is subject to an a d m i n i s­

trative sa nc tio n under A S  24.61.560(b).

Sec. 24.61.440. A C CO UN TAB IL IT Y:  W H I S T L E  BLOWING, A N D  PROTECTION

OF  W H I S T L E  BLOWERS, (a) It is the intent of the legislature that

(1) legislators and l egi slative employees should ma intain 

the integrity and tr ustworthiness o f  government, and should act to 

prevent u n e t h i c a l  practices, un lawful conduct, corruption, m i s m a n a g e­

ment, improper use of p ubl i c  funds, dan ge r to public safety, or a n o t h­

er abuse of public position, authority, or resources! and

(2) legislators and l eg is lative employees w h o  have a good 

faith bel ie f that the public interest requires the disclosure of 

go ve rn m e n t a l  policies or actions thou gh t to be unlawful or improper 

should reveal their inf or mat io n to a p p r o p r i a t e  authorities.

(b) A  legislator or legisl at iv e employee may not, directly or 

indirectly, subject a p e r s o n  wh o repo rt s to the commission or another 

gov er n m e n t  en ti ty  conduct the p e r s o n  reason abl y believes is a v i o l a­

tion of this chapte r or any other s t a t e  law, to reprisal, retaliation, 

harassment, discrimination, or ridicule. A  legislative employee wh o  

is discharged, disciplined, i n v o l u nta ri ly  transferred, or otherwise 

pe n a l i z e d  by a legislator or a n o t h e r  legisla ti ve  employee in violation 

o f  this subs ec tio n may

(1) b r i n g  a complaint b e f o r e  the commission; and 

HCS CS S B  415(Fin) -42-



(2) bring a separate civil action in the courts seeking 

damages, payment o f  back wages, reinstatement, or other relief.

(c) In addition to the special civil liability un de r (b)(2) of 

this section, a person who  violates (b) of this section is subject to 

civil sanctions under AS 24.61.560(a).

Sec. 24.61.450. DUTY TOWARD COLLEA GU ES  AN D SUBORDINATES. (a) A  

legislator or legislative employee ma y not engage in acts of d i s­

crimination in violation of AS 18.80.220.

(b) A  person who violates this section is subject to the a d m i n­

istrative sanctions authorized u n d e r  AS 24.61.560(b), and m a y  be 

subject to liability under another criminal law or civil action a r i s­

ing from the conduct.

ARTICLE 3. LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMISSION.

Sec. 24.61.500. LEGISLATIVE ETH IC S COMMISSION ESTABLISHED. (a) 

The Legislative Ethics Commission is established in the legislative 

branch of government. The commission consists of seven members, s e­

lected as follows:

(1) one member appointed jointly by the president of the 

senate and the senate minority leader;

(2) one member ap pointed jointly by the speaker of the 

house and the house mi nority leader;

(3) two members appointed by the supreme court; and

(4) three members s el ected by ma jority vote of the members 

appointed under (1) - (3) of this subsection.

(b) Commissioners serve Bta gg er ed  terms of five years. A  c o m­

missioner is eligible for reappointment; however, a connissioner may 

not serve more than two consecutive five-year terms. A  commissioner 

whose term has expired continues in office until a successor has been 

appointed and certified.
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(c) A  vacancy on the commission is filled in the same manner as
*■

the original appointment to that seat o n  the commission. A  vacancy 

shall be filled within 30 days after the vacancy occurs.

(d) The commission shall elect a chair and a vice-chair, who 

serve a term of two years. An officer m a y  not hold the same office 

for more then two consecutive terms. The vice-chair shall act as 

chair in the absence of the chair.

(e) A  commissioner may not be a legislator, a legislative e m­

ployee, an elected or appointed official required to make conflict- 

of-interest disclosures under AS 39.50, an officer of a political 

party, a candidate for public office, or a registered lobbyist.

Sec. 24.61.502. CERTIFICATION, LEGISLATIVE DECERTIFICATION OR 

REMOVAL FROM OFFICE, (a) Upon appointment, a person appointed to the 

comm-ic^iuu »*'«ll execute a written oath that includes the following 

undertaking,

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 

and defend the Constitution of the United States and 

the Constitution of the State of Alaska, and that I 

will faithfully discharge my duties as commissioner 

to the best of my ability.

Upon executing the oath, an appointee shall be certified as a commis­

sioner and is immediately considered to have begun serving the ap­

pointed term.

(b) Within 45 days after certification, a commissioner may be 

decertified by e majority vote of bot h  houses of the legislature, if 

the legislature la in seselon, or by a two-thirds vote of the members 

of the legislative council if the legislature is not in session. If 

decertified, the commissioner is disqualified a nd that seat on the 

commission is vacant,
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(c) A  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  be r e m o v e d  f r o m  of fi ce  b y  a vo t e  of 

two -t h i r d s  of b o t h  hou s e s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  for good cause, i n c l udi ng  

s u b s t a n t i a l  n e g l e c t  of duty, i n a b i l i t y  to d i s ch arg e the powers and 

duti es  of  office, v i o l a t i o n  of this chapter, gross m i s c o n d u c t ,  or 

c o n v i c t i o n  of a felony.

Sec. 24 .61.504. MEE TI NG Sj C OM P E N S A T I O N .  (a) The  c o m m i s s i o n  

shall m e e t  at the cal l of the c ha ir  or a m a j o r i t y  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n­

ers. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall me e t  at least o n c e  every three months.

(b) Five c o m m i s s i o n e r s  co nst i t u t e  a quorum. A  v o t e  of the 

m a j o r i t y  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a p p o i n t e d  is req ui re d for official 

ac t i o n  o f  the commission.

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  meet by teleconference.

(d) C o m m i s s i o n e r s  s hall rece iv e c o m p e n s a t i o n  of $175 for each  

day in w h i c h  they a t t e n d  o r  p a r t i ci pat e in a c om mi s s i o n  m e e t i n g  of at 

least one  ho u r  in length, either in pe r s o n  or  by te le co nference. The 

c h a i r  shall r e c e i v e  an a dd it i o n a l  s t i p e n d  of $500 a year. The c o m m i s­

sion s h al l d e v e l o p  and  impl em ent  p ol i c i e s  c on si st ent  w i t h  those e m­

p l o y e d  by o th er  state co m m i s s i o n s  for the re im b u r s e m e n t  o f  travel 

costs a nd  the p a y m e n t  of p e r  diem u n d e r  AS 39.20.180.

(e) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall c o m p l y  w i t h  AS 4 4 . 6 2. 310  - 44.62 .3 12  

(open m e e t i n g s  l a w ) .

Sec. 24.61.506. E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  A N D  STAFF. (a) Th e c o m m i s­

sion shal l hir e a n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  d e t er mi ne  the d ir ec tor 's  

salary. The  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  se rv es -af t h e  p le asu re  of  the c o m m i s­

sion.

(b) The e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  m a y  e m p l o y  and d e t e r m i n e  the c o m p e n­

sat i o n  o f  n e c e s s a r y  employees, s u b jec t to the bud get  a p p r o v e d  b y  the 

c o m m iss io n.  T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  may, s u bj ec t to the a p p r o v a l  o f  

the comm is si on , c o n t r a c t  for se rvi c e s  w h e n  those ser vi ce s are
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temporary or specialized in nature, o r  it is in the b es t  interest of 

the state.

(c) Subject to the approval of the commission, the executive 

director m a y  employ or contract with legal counsel to manage, direct, 

and prosecute cases u nd er  this chapter.

(d) If the c ommission determines that an investigation is n e ce s­

sary and that the investigation cannot be efficiently, promptly, or 

adequately handled by conmission staff, the executive director shall 

nominate a special investigator to be ap pointed upon approval by the 

commission. The executive director shall ma int ai n a list of individu­

als qualified to serve as a special investigator by virtue of their 

experience, reputation, likely availability, willingness to serve, and 

freedom f rom conflicts of interest.

(e) The executive director and employees of the commission are 

in the exempt service u n d e r  AS 39.25.110.

Sec. 24.61.508. A PP LICABILITY OF  C HA PT ER  TO COMMISSIONERS AND 

EMPLOYEESi O THER RESTRICTIONS. (a) Commissioners and employees of 

the conmission, including persons employed or under contract as legal 

counsel or special investigators, are subject to this chapter and 

shall be held accountable to the same standards an d requirements, 

including disclosure, as legislative assistants.

(b) A  conmission employee, including a person who provides 

personal services under a contract w i t h  the commission, may not be a 

legislator, a legislative employee, an elected or a ppointed official 

of another governmental entity, an officer of a political party, a 

candidate for public office, or a regis ter ed  lobbyist.

(c) In addition to the requirements of  this chapter, a co mm is­

sioner, employee of the conmission, or  pe rs on under contract to p r o­

vide personal services to the co mmission m a y  not
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(1) participate in political ma nagement or in a political 

campaign d ur i n g  the person's term of office, employment, or  c o n t r a c t ;

(2) participate in the campaign of, attend c am paign fund 

raising events for, or mak e a financial contribution to

(A) a ca ndidate for the legislature;

(B) an incumbent legislator or legislative employee 

who is a candidate for another public office; or

(C) a person running for another office against an 

incumbent legislator or legislative employee;

(3) participate in lobbying activities that w o u l d  require

the person to register as a lobbyist except as required to inform the

legislature concerning legislation requested by the commi ss io n or

other m a tte rs  related to the commission; or

(A) take an act io n or make a statement that is likely to

cause a reasonable person to believe that the commissioner, employee, 

or other person is not impartial or independent or is otherwise unable 

to p ro perly perform public duties.

(d) A  violation or alleged violation of (b) or (c) of this 

section shall be treated as any other violation of this chapter and 

shall be dealt wi t h  by the commission accordingly. During the p e n d­

ency of a complaint against a commissioner, commission employee, or

commiss io n contractor, the person complained against may not p a r t i c i­

pate in official action of the commission.

(e) Commissioners an d the executive director are subject to the

d i sc lo su re  requirements of this chapter.

Sec. 2A.61.510. G E N E R A L  POWERS A N D  DUTIES OF TH E COMMISSION,

(a) T he  commission shall

(1) admin is ter  the provisions of this chapter;

(2) authorize and  train its staff to give informal or
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w r i t t t n  advice r e g a r d i n g  the s p i r i t  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this chapter;

<3) on request or  its own initiative, issue fo rm al wr i t t e n  

a d v i s o r y  opinions on  spe ci fi c s i t u a t i o n s  or c l a r i f y  a p r o v i s i o n  of 

this chapter;

(A) c o n s i d e r  r e q u e s t s  for, and gr an t or deny, exemptions 

from  the p rovisions of this ch apter;

(5) in ves ti ga te  a n d  a d j u d i c a t e  com pl a i n t s  an d rec omm en d  

di sc ip l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  to the l e gi sl atu re ;

(6) au t h o r i z e  r e s e a r c h  in the f iel d of l e g i s la ti ve  ethics

and carry out the edu c a t i o n a l  pr og r a m s  that are r e q u i r e d  by this

chapter and a dd iti on al  p r o g r a m s  it cons id er s n e c e s s a r y  to e f fe ctu at e  

the policy and pu rposes of this chapter;

(7) p re pa re  and d i s t r i b u t e  an ethics manual to legislators, 

legislative employees, and r e g i s t e r e d  lobby is ts  as p r o v i d e d  in this 

chapter;

(8) m a i l  by c e r t i f i e d  mail a copy of this ch a p t e r  to a

candidate for the legisl at ur e u p o n  the receipt of no ti ce  of the c a n d i­

d a t e’s dec l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  u n d e r  AS 15.25.030 or p e t i t i o n  u nder 

AS 15.25. 150;

(9) p r e p a r e  a b i e n n i a l  report to the leg is la tu re s u m m a r i z­

ing its activi ti es  over the p r e v i o u s  two years, e v a l u a t i n g  the e f f e c­

tiveness of this chapter in a c c o m p l i s h i n g  its stated purposes, and 

r e co mm en di ng legislative r e f o r m s  it thinks n e c e s s a r y  to impro ve  the 

adm in i s t r a t i o n  o f  this c h a p t e r  a n d  to be tt e r  a d va nc e ita goals.

(b) The co mmi s s i o n  m a y

(1) adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  as r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sp ec if ic  p ro vi si on s  

of this chapter a n d  to i n t e r p r e t  a n d  i m p l em en t this chapter; in a d o p t­

ing regulations, the c o m m i s s i o n  shall f o l l o w  p r o c e d u r e s  that are 

co ns is te nt w i t h  A S  AA.62 ( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act);
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(2) p e r f o r m  the o t h e r  acts, duties, and  f u n c ti ons  neces sa ry  

to p r o p e r l y  a d m i n i s t e r  this chapter, c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  law and  the 

p u r p o s e  o f  this chapter.

Sec. 2 4 .61 .5 12 . G U I D E L I N E S  A N D  CO M M E N T A R Y .  The co mm i s s i o n  shall 

pr e p a r e  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  c o m m e n t a r y  to explain, clarify, an d illustrate 

the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c ha pter. T h e  g u i d e l i n e s  and c o m m e n t a r y  shall 

be p r e s e n t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l  p r i o r  to publication.

Sec. 24.61 .5 15.  O FFI CE S;  BUDG ET.  T h e  l eg i s l a t i v e  council shall 

p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e  o f f i c e  s p a c e  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  for the commission. The 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h al l s u b m i t  a b u d g e t  f or  e a c h  fiscal y ea r  to the finance 

c o m m i t t e e s  of  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  shall a n n u a l l y  sub mit  an estimated 

bu dg et  to the g o v e r n o r  fo r i n f o r m a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  in p r e p a r a t i o n  of the 

s tate o p e r a t i n g  budget.

Sec. 24 .61.520. I N F O R M A L  ADVI CE . The c o m m i s s i o n  shall auth or ize  

and  t r ai n its s t a f f  to g iv e  oral  adv ic e and provi de  a w r i t t e n  informal 

n o n b i n d i n g  a d v i c e  l et t e r  to p e r s o n s  seekin g gu id anc e as to the spirit 

or legal r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  this chapter, p r o v i d e d  that the adv ic e is 

g i v e n  w i t h  the e x p r e s s  s t i p u l a t i o n s  that

(1) the o p i n i o n s  g i v e n  are n ot n e c e s s a r i l y  those of the 

co m m i s s i o n !  and

(2) a l t h o u g h  the a d v i c e  is gi ve n in go o d  faith, the person 

s e e k i n g  the a dv i c e  re lie s on  it at the per so n ' s  own r i s k  beca us e it is 

no t b i n d i n g  up o n  the commission.

Sec. 2 4.61.525. F O R M A L  B I N D I N G  A D V I S O R Y  OPINIONS. (a) The 

c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  i ssue a formal w r i t t e n  a d v i s o r y  o p i n i o n  on its own 

in i t i at iv e,  on the r e q u e s t  o f  a p e r s o n  to w h o m  this c h apt er  applies, 

or on the r e q u e s t  of  a  p e r s o n  e l e c t e d  to the l e g i s la tu re  w h o  at the 

time o f  e l e c t i o n  is n o t  a m e m b e r  o f  the legislature.

(b) R e q u e s t s  f o r  w r i t t e n  a d v i s o r y  op in i o n s  s h a l l  b e  in w r i t i n g
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and m u s t  set out w i t h  reasonable specificity the facts a n d  cir cum­

stances of  -a real or hypothetical case.

‘(c) The c onmission shall expeditiously determine ittiether to 

issue a n  advisory opin io n addressing the issues raised.

‘(d) -An opinion shall be issued by official action o f  the commis­

sion. T h e  vo t e  of e ach commissioner p ar ticipating in the opinion 

shall be indicated on the opinion and it shall be for wa rde d to the 

person r equesting it and made a part of the public reco rd s of the 

commission.

(e) Written formal advisory opinions issued by the cotanlssion 

arc b i n di ng  on the commission in a subsequent proce ed ing  concerning 

the facts a nd  circumstances of the particular case. If, however, any 

fact d et er min ed  by the commission to be material was o m i t t e d  or m i s­

stated in the request, the commission is not bound by the opinion.

(f) The commission may review, withdraw, or elaborate on a 

pr ev i o u s l y  Issued a dv isory opinion.

(g) Under normal circumstances, the commission shall issue its 

o p in io n w it h i n  30 days of receiving the request, if the request is 

rec ei ve d during the first 100 days of the legislative session, or 

wi t h i n  60 days of the request if the request is rec ei ve d at another 

time. The  period for Issuing an opinion ma y be s hortened or extended 

by the c hai r when that action is considered necessary or  appropriate 

to m e e t  the goals o f  this chapter.

(h) The commi ssi on  and all commission employees shall k ee p  

co n f id en ti al the Id entity of the requester and all Information c o n­

veyed o r a l l y  or in w r i t i n g  relating to the request, unless the r e­

que s t e r  authorizes the commission to m a k e  public the request er 's  

identity or the in fo rmation conveyed.

(1) Ad vi so ry  opinions issued b y  the co mmission are pub l i c  

HCS CSSB 415(Fin) -50-



records. If the requester of the opinion has not waived c o n f i d e n t i a l­

ity under (h) of this section, the advisory opinion shall be written 

so that the identity of the requester cannot be ascertained.

Sec. 24.61.527. USE O F  INFORMATION SUBMITTED WITH REQU ES T  FOR 

ADVICE. The conmission m a y  not bring a complaint against a person 

based upon information v o l u n t a r i l y given to the conmission by the 

person in connection w i t h  a good faith request for advice under 

AS 24.61.520 or 24.61.525, and m a y  not use that information against 

the person in a procee d i n g  under AS 24.61.545 or 24.61.550. This 

subsection does not preclude the conmission from acting on a complaint 

concerning the subject of a p e r s o n’s request for advice if the c o m­

plaint is brought by another person, or if the complaint arises out of 

conduct taking place after the advice is requested, and does not 

preclude the commission f rom using information or evidence obtained 

from an independent source, even if that information or evidence was

also submitted with a request for advice.

Sec. 24.61.530. E X EMPTIONS PROCESS, (a) In situations in w h i c h  

principles of fundamental fairness are best served by exe m pt i n g  c e r­

tain individuals or acts from specified provisions of this chapter, 

the conmission may grant full or partial exemptions.

(b) The commission shall provide a simple form for petitions for 

exemptions. A  petition m u s t  include

(1) the name and address of the petitioner;

(2) relevant p rovisions involved in the exemption request;

(3) essential facts on w h i c h  an exemption is requested;

(4) specific n at u r e  of the exemption sought;

(5) antici pat ed  unfair or unreasonable consequences that 

w o u l d  result from a failure to grant the petition; and

(6) a ce rt ification that the petitioner verifies u n de r
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best of  the p e t i t i o n e r ' s  knowl ed ge .

(c) T h e  c o n m i s s i o n  may, b y  o f f i c i a l  action, g ran t an e x e m p t i o n  

up o n  a f i n d i n g  that the p e t i t i o n e r ,  b y  a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  the e v i­

dence, ha s s h o w n  t hat the

(1) h a r m  cau s e d  b y  st ri ct  a p p l i c a t i o n  of this ch a p t e r  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o u t w e i g h s  the b e n e f i t  o f  its e n f o r c e m e n t  in the p a r t i c­

ula r  situation*

(2) a p p l i c a t i o n  of  the r e g u l a t i o n  or p r o v i s i o n  u n d e r  the 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r e s e n t e d  w o u l d  be i nco n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the spirit and 

pu r p o s e  o f  the r e g u l a t i o n  or p r o v i s i o n  or of this c h ap te r as a whole* 

or

(3) p u r p o s e s  of this c h a p t e r  and  the pub li c in terest will

be b e s t  s er v e d  b y  g r a n t i n g  the ap p l i c a n t  an exemption.

(d) T he c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  re q u e s t  or per mi t the a p pe ar an ce o f  the 

p e t i t i o n e r  b e f o r e  the c o m m is si on , in per s o n  or by teleconfe ren ce , and 

hold h e a r i n g s  r e g a r d i n g  the e x e m p t i o n  request.

(e) Un le ss a s h o r t e n e d  or e x p a n d e d  time is c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  

or a p p r o p r i a t e  b y  the comm is si on , d e c i s i o n s  on p e t it ion s for e x e m p­

tions shall be m a d e  w i t h i n  30 days a fte r filing the petition. Unless 

the p e t i t i o n e r  con se nt s, e x t e n s i o n s  of  time o r d e r e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n 

m a y  not e x c e e d  an  a d d i t i o n a l  60 days.

Sec. 24.61 .5 35 . I N I T I A T I N G  I N V E S T I G A T O R Y  A N D  A D J U D I C A T O R Y  P R O­

CESSES. (a) It is the p u r p o s e  of this sect io n to as su re that c o m­

pla i n t s  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on w h i c h  to proceed, yet no t be 

so c o m p l e x  or  b u r d e n s o m e  tha t the r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d u l y  d i s c o u r a g e  or 

s c r e e n  o u t  v a l i d  g o o d  f ait h complai nt s.

(b) A  c o m p l a i n t  m a y  be i n i t i a t e d  b y  an y p e r s o n  or b y  the c o m m i s­

si o n  on its own  m ot io n.
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(c) The  c o m m i s s i o n  shall p r o v i d e  a s i m p l e  form  f or  complaints. 

A  c o m pla in t m u s t  include

(1) the n ame a n d  a d dr ess  of the complainant*

(2) a st atement o f  the facts k n o w n  or b e l i e v e d  to be true 

that for m the b a s i s  of the c o m p la int  a nd  the sources o f  the i n f o r m a­

tion, in c l u d i n g  the a p p r ox ima te  d ates o f  the acts a l l e g e d  a n d  names 

a n d  a d d re sse s of persons w i t h  p er so nal  k n o w l e d g e  of the facts alleged* 

an d

(3) a ce r t i f i c a t i o n  that the c o m p la in ant  v e r i f i e s  u n d e r  

p e n a l t y  o f  u n s w o r n  f a l s i fi ca ti on  that the f acts stated a re  true to the 

be s t  of the co m p l a i n a n t ' s  k n o wl ed ge  and that the c o m p l a i n a n t  knows 

that it is a crime u nd er  AS 11.56.805 to i nt e n t i o n a l l y  In it ia te  a 

false complaint.

(d) Un le ss the chair of the c o mm is si on concludes that i mm ediate 

n o t i f i c a t i o n  w o u l d  p r e ju di ce a p re l i m i n a r y  i nv e s t i g a t i o n  or subject 

the c o m p la ina nt  to an u n r e a s o n a b l e  risk, a c op y  of the co m p l a i n t  shall 

be sent to the p e r s o n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  m isc o n d u c t  within two w o r k i n g  days. 

If the m a t t e r  is to be kept  from the re sp o n d e n t  for m o r e  than 10 days, 

a m a j o r i t y  of the co mm i s s i o n  m us t  approve a n d  indicate the condit io ns 

u n d e r  w h i c h  the r esp on de nt  wil l be informed o f  the complaint.

(e) Until a pr e l i m i n a r y  find in g on the va lid it y of  a c o m p la in t 

ha s been p r o p e r l y  made, the exi st enc e and substance of  a comp la in t 

shall be kept c o n f i d e n t i a l  except that all m emb er s of  the c on mi s s i o n  

a n d  n e c e s s a r y  s t a f f  ma y be in fo rm ed  about it.

(f) Up o n  re c e i v i n g  a complaint, c o m m i s s i o n  staff shall r e v i e w  it 

for formal s u f f i c i e n c y  w i t h i n  five days o f  filing. If the c o m p l a i n t  

is u n s i g n e d  or  ot h e r w i s e  d e f i c i e n t  on its f ac e  it shall be r e t u r n e d  to 

the c o m p la ina nt  w i t h  a s t a t em ent  o f  the n a t u r e  of the deficiency.

(g) On c e  a compl ai nt  ha s b een d e t e r m i n e d  to be f o r m a l l y
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sufficient, c onmission staff shall ev alu at e the co mplaint a n d  advise 

the c ha ir as to its opin ion  as to w h e t h e r  it states a v ali d complaint 

that sh o u l d  be Investigated. If the executive di re c t o r  is a  member of 

the bar? the executive director m a y  provide the advice. Otherwise, 

the e x e cu tiv e director shall appo int  a duly q u a li fi ed  legal counsel to 

assist in making the determinations required u n d e r  this subsection. 

To be  velid, the c om plaint mus t allege

(1) facts that, if true, establish a v i o l ati on  of a p r o­

vision of this chapter for w h i c h  c i vil  or a dministrative sanctions are 

authorized)

(2) that the conduct p r o v i d i n g  the b a si s of the complaint 

has oc cur re d

(A) w i t h i n  five years of the complaint) or

(B) if the person c h ar ged  with m i s c o n d u c t  inten ti on­

ally concealed or  otherwise sought to prev en t d is covery of the

relevant facts w it h i n  one year of  the d i s co ver y of the relevant

facts and w i t h i n  eight years of the complaint) and

(3) that the person c h a r g e d  with mi sco n d u c t  is either a 

le gislator or legislative employee at the time of the fil i n g  of the 

c o m pla in t or was a legislator or legislative em plo ye e w i t h i n  one year 

of the filing.

(h) Within 20 days after the fil in g of the complaint, or with in 

45 d ays if the cha ir  of the c o m m i s s i o n  certifies a dditional time is 

required, a deter min at io n shall be m a d e  on the sub st an ti ve validity of 

the complaint. If the chair c o n c l u d e s  that there is n o  substantial

r e a s o n  to question the opinion of  s t a f f  as to the va li d i t y  of a c o m­

plaint, the c omplaint shall e i t h e r  be d i s mi ss ed  or ce rtified for 

furth er c ons ideration in accord anc e w i t h  the opinion. T h e  chair or a 

commissioner, however, m a y  reque st  a hearing o n  the v a l i d i t y  of the 
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complaint at a meeting of the conmission.

(i) If a complaint is dismissed beca use  o f  invalidity, it shall 

be returned to the complainant wit h a not ice  of dis mi ss al stat ing  In 

detail the reason for dismissal. If the conm is si on  finds that the 

complaint was frivolous, malicious, or was filed in bad faith, it 

shall so state in the notice of dismissal. If the c o n m i s s i o n  finds 

that the complaint alleges violations outside the scope of this c ha p­

ter, it shall so state and may forward the complaint to the a p p r o p r i­

ate enforcement body for disposition. A copy of the not ice  of d i s m i s­

sal shall be sent to the respondent. The notice o f  dis mis sa l is a 

public record.

(j) If the commission concludes that some or all of the a l l e­

gations of the complaint, if proven, would consti tu te  a v i o l a t i o n  of 

this chapter, or if the commission has i ni tiated the complaint, the 

complaint shall be certified and a factual in ve stigation shall c o m­

mence. The record of certification for further c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is 

confidential subject to subsequent actions that ma y mak e  it part of 

the public record.

Sec. 24.61.540. INVESTIGATIONS. (a) Inves ti gat io n into ethics 

charges shall be undertaken in a manner that assures the public of an 

impartial and comprehensive review, is fair to the respondent, and 

that elicits the information the co mmission needs to mak e a decision.

(b) Before commencing an investigation, the co nm i s s i o n  shall 

adopt a written resolution defining the scope of the investigation, a 

copy of w hi ch  shall be supplied to the respondent. If, d u r i n g  the 

investigation, additional facts are disc ove re d that j us ti fy  an e x p a n­

sion of the investigation and the p o s s i bi li ty of a dd it io nal  charges 

beyond those alleged in the complaint, the r e so lut io n shall b e  amend ed  

accordingly wi t h  copies sent to respondent. The resolution, an d the
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fact that an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h as b e e n  u ndertaken, s hall be k e p t  c o n f i­

dential  by the coiiBnission e x c e p t  that, u p o n  inquiry, the c o n m i s s i o n  

may  v e r i f y  that it ip i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a c o m p la int  a l o n g  w i t h  a s t a t em en t  

that n o  f i nd in g of p r o b a b l e  c au se  has b e e n  m a d e  a n d  that no  a d v e r s e  

inference of  i mp r o p r i e t y  or gu il t s h o u l d  be d r a w n  f r o m  the d e c i s i o n  to 

investigate. A d d i t i o n a l  facts c o n c e r n i n g  the n a t u r e  or re s u l t s  of  the 

i n v e s ti ga ti on  may n o t  be r e v e a l e d  except as p r o v i d e d  in AS 24.6 1.5 45  

after a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of p r o b a b l e  c a us e has b e e n  made.

(c) A  l egi sl at or  or a l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  m a y  reque st  in w r i t­

ing that the c o n m i s s i o n  i n v e s t i g a t e  charg es  of im p r o p r i e t y  ma d e  

again st thp legi sl ato r or l e g i s l a t i v e  employee. The r e q u e s t  mus t  

state w it h  s p e c i f i c i t y  the na t u r e  of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  reques te d.  If 

the co mm i s s i o n  agrees to u n d e r t a k e  an in ves ti ga ti on,  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

Is no t ne c e s s a r i l y  limited in s c op e by the r e q u e s t  and, once begun, it 

shall be h an dl ed  as any o th er i nv estigation, w it h  the p e r s o n  r e q u e s t­

ing the in ve s t i g a t i o n  for m a l l y  t r e a t e d  as a respondent.

(d) A  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is c o n d u c t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n  

staff, an d if the c o m m i s s i o n  de te r m i n e s  it is necessary, outside 

coun se l and investigators. The purpose of the pr e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s­

tigation is to d e t er min e w h e t h e r  there is p r o b a b l e  cause to p r oc ee d  

w i t h  a full a d j u d i c a t o r y  hearing.

(e) The  p e r s o n  c o n d u c t i n g  the p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may 

o r d e r  a h ea ri ng  a n d  su bp o e n a  w i t n e s s e s  and documen ts , c o n d u c t  d e p o­

sitions u n d e r  oath, r e q u i r e  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the r e s p o nd en t,  and 

issue i n t e r r o g at ori es  to be a n s w e r e d  u n d e r  oath. An oral or w r i t t e n  

statement, w h e t h e r  I n c r i m i n a t o r y  or ex cul p a t o r y ,  m a y  not be  co ns i d e r e d  

in fhe i n v e st iga to r' s re p o r t  u n l e s s  ma d e  u n d e r  oath. The  res po n d e n t  

sha^Ll bn gi ve n a n  a d e q u a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r o v i d e  t e s t i m o n i a l  and 

d o c n m e n t a r y  evidence.
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(f) U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  the  investigation, a c o n f i d e n t i a l  report 

s u m m a r i z i n g  the evidence, e v a l u a t i n g  its credibility, and  deta il ing  

fi nd in gs  on e a c h  of the a l l e g a t i o n s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  shall be s u b m i t t e d  to 

the c o m m i s s i o n  a l on g w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  as to w h e t h e r  the complaint, 

o r  a p o r t i o n  of  it, sh ou l d  b e  d i s m is se d or w h e t h e r  the m a t t e r  should 

pr o c e e d  to the full h e a r i n g  stage. The r ep o r t  shall be p r e p a r e d  so as 

to e x c l u d e  u n r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and u n c o r r o b o r a t e d  and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  

al le g a t i o n s .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  notes, r e c o r d s  of interviews, and 

o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r y  m a t t e r  c o n s i d e r e d  u n r e l i a b l e  or u ndu l y  p r e j u d i c i a l  

by the c o m m i s s i o n  shall r e m a i n  confidential.

Sec. 24.61.545. P R O B A B L E  CAUSE D E T E RMI NA TI ON . (a) T h e  c o m m i s­

sion shall c on s i d e r  the i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  report in closed s e s si on  and 

de t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  credible e v i d e n c e  exists to be l i e v e  that 

it is p r o b a b l e  that a v i o l a t i o n  of a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r  for 

w h i c h  c iv il  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  sanctions are a u t h o r i z e d  has occurred.

(b) If the c o m m i s s i o n  does not find that s u b s t a n t i a l  c re dible  

evi d e n c e  e xi s t s  to w a r r a n t  a full a d j u d i c a t o r y  hearing, it shall 

dismiss the co mpl ai nt  and so notify the co m p l a i n a n t  w i t h  a notice of 

dism is sal  stat ing  in d e t a i l  the re as on for dismissal. If the c o m m i s­

sion fi nds  that the c h a r g e s  were  frivolous, malicious, m a d e  in bad 

faith, or that, in its o p i n i o n  the re sp o n d e n t  should be e x o n e r a t e d  of 

the charges, it shall so state in the n o t i c e  of dismissal. If the 

c o m m i s s i o n  finds that the evi dence suppor ts  viol at io ns o u t si de  the 

scope of  this chapter, it s hall so state a n d  m a y  forwa rd  the com pla in t 

a n d  its r e p o r t  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  e n f o r c e m e n t  bo d y  for d is position.

(c) A  copy of the n o t i c e  of d i s m i s s a l  shall b e  sent to the 

respon de nt . The n o t i c e  o f  d ismissal and the i n v e st ig at or 's rep o r t  

c o n t a i n i n g  fi ndings and  recomm end at io ns , b u t  not the u n d e r l y i n g  i n­

ve s t i g a t o r y  m aterials, s h all  be m a d e  p u b l i c  unless the c o m m i s s i o n
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determines that this w o u l d  unfairly p rejudice either the respondent or 

complainant. This subsection m a y  n o t  be construed to prevent the 

respondent f rom m ak in g the notice of dismissal and the report public.

(d) If the c om mi ss io n finds that substantial credible evidence 

exists establishing pro bable cause that a violation of  a provision of 

this chapter for w h i c h  civil or administrative sanctions are a u t h o­

rized has occurred, it shall serve on the respondent in a manner

consistent w ith the service of summons under the rules of civil p r o c e­

dure, a formal charge stating the specific allegations and a proposed 

he a r i n g  date.

(e) The heari ng  m a y  not be scheduled to conmence sooner than 20 

days after service of the formal charge on the respondent. If the

respondent requests an earlier hearing date, the cooraission may, but

is no t required to, consent. The commission shall, upon request, 

grant the respondent reasonable additional time to prepare a defense. 

The respondent may  file a responsive p le ading admitting or denying the 

various allegations.

(f) The commis sio n may suspend further proceedings if the r e­

spondent acknowledges the violation and agrees to corrective actions 

and sanctions consid ere d appropriate by the commission. If the c o m­

mi s s i o n  suspends the proceedings or dismisses the charges as a result 

of a negotiated settlement, the terms and  conditions of the settlement 

and the reasons for entering into the agreement shall be stated in a 

w r i t t e n  report that shall be sent to the complainant and made part of 

the public record.

(g) Upon determ in ing  that p ro bable cause exists to conduct a 

full adjudicatory hearing, the c omm is si on  shall make public the i n v e s­

tigator's report co ntaining findings a n d  recommendations, but not the 

un de r l y i n g  investigatory materials.
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Sec. 24.61.550. A D J U D I C A T O R Y  HEARING, (a) A  formal he a r i n g  on 

ethics charges against a respondent shall be condu ct ed  in a m a n n e r  

that inspires confidence in the integrity and o b j e c ti vit y of the 

process and demonstrates full consideration for the rights and r e p u t a­

tion of the respondent.

(b) An a dj udicatory hearing shall be before a h e a r i n g  b o a r d  

composed of the commission chair and four commissioners a p p o i n t e d  by 

the chair. If the chair cannot attend all h e a r i n g  sessions w i t ho ut 

undue inconvenience, the vice-chair shall serve in the chair 's  plac^. 

If neither the chair nor  the vice-chair is available, the chair rhall 

appoint another commissioner. Appointments to h e ar ing  bo a r d s  shall be 

rotated among the commissioners.

(c) The chair, vice-chair, or a commissioner d e s i g n a t e d  by the 

chair, as appropriate, shall preside at the hearing. The exec uti ve  

director or other legal counsel designated by the co mmi s s i o n  m a y  

attend and advise and counsel the hearing board.

(d) An adjudicatory hearing shall be public under AS 44.62.310. 

A hearing may not be h eld by teleconference. Except as ex pressly 

provided in this chapter, procedures shall be consis te nt  w i t h  h e a ri ng  

procedures under AS 44.62.330 - 44.62.630. Upon request, the p r e s i d­

ing commissioner may issue reasonable discovery and p r o t e c t i v e  orders 

in a manner consistent with Rule 26 of the Ala sk a Rules of Civil

Procedure.

(e) A  hearing b o a r d  may

(1) admini st er  oaths and affirmations and sub poena i n d i­

viduals, including the respondent, to testify or  to submit to w r i t t e n  

interrogatories under oath;

(2) compel the production o f  d ocumentary or ta ngible e v i­

dence;
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p a i d  in si n i i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b y  the courts of the  state;

(4) s e e k  enf o r c e m e n t  of s ubpoenas b y  w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  

the c o n m i s s i o n  to the su perior court.

(f) Th e r e s p o n d e n t  may

(1) a p p e a r  b ef o r e  the h e a r i n g  b o a r d  a n d  submit t e s t i m o n y  or 

o t h e r  evidence;

(2) p er so nal ly , or  t h ro ug h counsel, subpoena, e x a m i n e  and 

cr os s - e x a m i n e  w i t n e s s e s ,  r aise objections, and m a k e  arguments;

(3) e x e r c i s e  the p r e t r i a l  discovery p r o c e d u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  in 

civil actions.

Sec. 24.61.555. FIN DI NG S A N D  REC OM ME N D A T I O N S .  (a) W i t h i n  10 

days a f t e r  the c o m p l e t i o n  of a hearing, the h e a r i n g  b oa rd s h a l l  vo t e  

on each ch a r g e  to dete rm in e w h e t h e r  it was e s t a b l i s h e d  by  c l e a r  and 

c o n v i n c i n g  evidence, and shall p re pa re a w r i t t e n  o p in io n a l o n g  w i t h  

recoranendations, if any. A  vot e of three c o m m i s s i o n e r s  is r e q u i r e d  to 

find a v i o l a t i o n  a n d  approve an opinion.

(b) As to e a c h  charge on w h i c h  the e v i d e n c e  was f o u n d  to be 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  a v i ol at ion , the h e a r i n g  board s hal l inclu de 

its findi ngs  in its w r i t t e n  opinion. If the b o a r d  finds that  the 

charges w e r e  frivolo us , mali cio us , m a d e  in ba d faith, or that, in its 

o p i n i o n  the r e s p o n d e n t  s ho u l d  be  e x o n e r a t e d  o f  th e charges, it shall 

so state in its opinion. The r es pondent's r e a s o n a b l e  l e ga l fees 

should be p a i d  in ful l from p ub l i c  funds if the re sp o n d e n t  is e x o n e r­

ated.

(c) As to e a c h  cha rg e on w h i c h  the e v i d e n c e  was f o u n d  to be 

su ff i c i e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  a v io la t i o n ,  the h e a r i n g  b o a r d  s h a l l  i nc lu de  

its f in d i n g s  of f a c t  an d law  in its w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  r e c­

om m e n d a t i o n s  as to ap p r o p r i a t e  sanctions.
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Sec. 24.61.560. C I V I L  SANCTIO NS . (a) W h e n  a h e a ri ng b o a r d  

c o n sid er s the a p p r o p r i a t e  r e c o m m e n d e d  sanc tio ns  to be included in its 

opinion, it s hall give due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the purposes of this 

chapter, the n a t u r e  of the v iol a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  circumstances that are 

inc l u d e d  in the h e a r i n g  record. Tht b o a r d  m a y  recomrend, either 

s i n g l y  or in combination,

(1) a civil p e n a l t y  o f  n ot m o r e  than $5,000 for e ac h  o f­

fense, or twice the amount i m p r o p e r l y  g a i n e d  by  the misconduct, w h i c h­

eve r  is greatert

(2) d i v e st it ur e of s p e c i f i e d  assets or withd ra wa l from 

sp e c i f i e d  associationsi

(3) d e t a i l e d  disclos ure , w i t h  or w i th out  additional p e r i o d­

ic r e p or ti ng requirements!

(4) s u s p e n s i o n  from l e g i s l at ive  employment, with or w i t hou t

pay  i

(5) r e s t it ut ion  or reimbur se men t!

(6) s usp en si on  of pay  un ti l orders are complied with;

(7) p r o b a t i o n a r y  statusi

(8) a w r i t t e n  reprimand!

(9) censure, i n c lu di ng  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  that a legislator 

c e n s u r e d  m ay  not serve as a c h a i r  o r  c o - c h a i r  on a legislative c o m m i t­

tee for the r e m a i n d e r  of the l egi sl a t o r ' s  current term in officei

(10) e x p u lsi on  of a l e g i s l a t o r  or di smissal of a legislative

employee!

(11) p a y men t of c osts r e l at ed  to the investigation and 

a d j u d i c a t i o n  of the charge!

(12) a n o th er s an c t i o n  f a s h i o n e d  to achieve the pur po se s of 

this chapter.

(b) W h e n  a p r o v i s i o n  o f  this c h a p t e r  pr ov id es  for the impos iti on
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of a d m in is tra ti ve  sanctions under this subsection, the commission may 

recommend a n y  o f  the civil sanctions set out in (a) of this section 

except s a n ct io ns  under (a)(1) a nd  (10).

(c) If the commission finds that a violation of AS 24.61.100 - 

24.61.450 c o n t r ib ute d substantially to the enactment of legislation or 

to other legislative action, the commission may recomnend to the 

presiding o f f i c e r  of each house that the legislation be repealed or 

amended or that the other legislative action be rescinded or modified.

Sec. 24.61.565. RECOMMENDATIONS T O  THE LEGISLATURE W HERE V I OLA­

TOR IS A  LEGISLATOR. (a) If the person found to have violated this 

chapter is o r  was a mem ber  of the legislature, the hearing board's 

r ec ommendations shall be forwarded by the chair of the commission to 

the p r e s idi ng  officer of the appropriate house of the legislature.

(b) If the legislature is in session, the entire house shall 

determine the sanctions, if any, that are to be imposed. The vote 

shall be taken within 10 legislative days of receipt of the cotrmin- 

sion's recommendations.

(c) If the legislature is not in session or is not within 30 

days of co n v e n i n g  in regular session, the presiding officer may r e­

quest a special session under AS 24.05.100 to put the matter to a 

vote. If e x p ul si on is recommended, a special session should be c o n­

vened.

(d) Exc ept  in the case of expulsion, w hi ch  requires a two-thirds 

vote, all o t h e r  sanctions shall be d etermined by a m aj or it y vote of 

the full house.

(e) In d etermining the sanctions, if any, to impose, the legis­

lature sh ou l d  scrupulously observe the rule of nonpartisanship. It 

should n o t  r e t r y  the basic facts n o r  question the hearin g board's 

findings o f  fact. The only issue before it should be the
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determination of the appropriate sanction as sum in g the v a l i d i t y  of the 

board's findings.

Sec. 24.61.570. R ECOMMENDATIONS W H E R E  V IO L A T O R  IS A  LE GI SLATIVE 

EMPLOYEE. If the person found to have v i o l a t e d  this c h apt er  is or 

was a legislative employee, the hearin g board 's r e co mm en dat io ns  shall 

be forwarded to the appropriate a p p oi nt ing  a uthority w h i c h  shall, as 

soon as is r easonably possible, determine the sanctions, if any, to be 

imposed. The a ppointing a uthority m a y  not questio n the hearing 

bo a r d ' 8 findings of fact. The a pp oi nt ing  a uthority shall assume the 

validity of the board's findings, and det er mi ne and impose the a p p r o­

priate sanctions.

Sec. 24.61.575. ACTI ON S BY THE A T T O R N E Y  GENERAL. (a) The 

attorney general m a y  independently bring civil or c ri mi nal  actions 

relating to violations under this chapter regardless of the outcome or 

settlement of a charge before the commission, pro vided that (1) the 

attorney general may not bring an independent civil a ct i o n  under this 

chapter if the provision violated is subject only to administrative 

sanctions under AS 24.61.560(b); and (2) the cumu lat iv e civil p e n a l­

ties imposed for a violation may not e xc e e d  the amount that could be 

imposed in an action before the conmission. This s ub se c t i o n  does not 

prohibit the attorney general from b r i n g i n g  an action u nder another 

civil or criminal law.

(b) A  citizen may make a w r i t t e n  request that the attorney 

general commence a civil action a ut ho ri zed  un de r (a) o f  this section 

against a person for a viola ti on  of this chapter.

Sec. 24.61.580. W A I V E R  OF  CO NFIDENTIALITY. The commis sio n may 

publicly respond to a statement or i n t e rp re tat io n m ad e  concerning the 

contents of an advisory opini on  or d e c i s i o n  it has issued. A  person 

who requests an advisory opini on  and  m ak es that fac t  public is
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c o n s i d e r e d  to h a v e  w a i v e d  the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of the p e r s o n’s i d e n t i­

ty.

A R T I C L E  4. L E G I S L A T I V E  E T H I C S  E D U C A T I O N  PROGRAM.

Sec. 24.61.700. E T H I C S  E D U C A T I O N  PR OGRAM. Th e c o n m i s s i o n  shall 

o v e r s e e  an d d e v e l o p  the f o l l o w i n g  c o m p o n e n t s  of  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  ethics 

e d u c a t i o n  program:

(1) p u b l i s h  an eth ic s e d u c a t i o n  manu al:

(2) e s t a b l i s h  a n  e d u c a t i o n  a d v i s o r y  committee: a nd

(3) d e s i g n  and i m p le me nt a l e g i s l a t i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t raining 

course, a c u r r e n t  issues and a p p l i c a t i o n s  seminar, and  a lobbyist 

tr a i n i n g  course.

Sec. 24.61.710. ET H I C S  E D U C A T I O N  M A NU AL . (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  

shall pr e p a r e  an d p u b l i s h  a l eg i s l a t i v e  ethics manual, w h i c h  must 

c o n t a i n  all e t h i c s  statutes, r e gu la tio ns , and r e l a t e d  information, 

i n c l u d i n g  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t e c hn ic al  and spe ci f i c  l egal r e­

qui r e m e n t s  as w e l l  as the u n d e r l y i n g  p u r p o s e s  an d e t h i c a l  p ri nc ip les  

that c o m p r i s e  the spirit o f  the r eq u i r e m e n t s .  The m a n u a l  mus t  include 

r e a l i s t i c  e x a m p l e s  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d e d  ac tions, as w e l l  as q u e s t i o n s  und 

a n s w e r s  r e g a r d i n g  comm on  pr ob l e m s  and situations.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall issue a r e v i s e d  and  u p d a t e d  v e r s i o n  of 

the m a n u a l  no l a te r than 30 days a ft er  the c o m m e n c e m e n t  of e a c h  l e gi s­

lature.

(c) T he  m a n u a l  shall be d i s t r i b u t e d  to all l eg islators, l e g i s l a­

tive e m p loy ee s,  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  lobbyists. The m a n u a l  shall a lso be 

a v a i l a b l e  to the public.

Sec. 24.61.720. E D U C A T I O N  A D V I S O R Y  C OM MI TT EE . (a) T h e  c o m m i s­

sio n  c h a i r  s hall a p p oin t five m e m b e r s  to a n  e d u c a t i o n  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t­

tee, that s ha ll  inclu de  at least two m e m b e r s  o f  the co mm ission, a 

legislator, a n d  a l e g i s l a t i v e  employee. The  e d u c a t i o n  a d v i s o r y  
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co m m i t t e e  m a y  a l s o  include a n  A l a s k a n  exp er t in the f ield o f  ethics.

(b) Th e e d u c a t i o n  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  shall o v e rs ee  the implemen- 

tation of, an d r e c o m m e n d  the  content for, the f o l l o w i n g  ethics educa-

4 tion programs:

5 o (1) l e g i s l a t i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n  training course;

e (2) c u r r e n t  issues and a p pl ic ati on s seminar;

7 (3) l o b b y i s t  e th i c s  course; and

8 (4) c o n m i s s i o n  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n  staff tr ai nin g course.

9 Sec. 24 .61.730. L E G I S L A T I V E  O R I E N T A T I O N  T R A I N I N G  COURSE. (a)

10 The co nmi s s i o n  s h al l c o n d u c t  a legislative o r i e n t a t i o n  training

11 course. The c o u r s e  shall b e  o f f e r e d  in Ja n u a r y  o f  ea c h  year. A

12 l e g i s l a t o r  and a l eg i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e  shall a t t e n d  an d complete the

13 first co ur se  o f f e r e d  a f t e r  their initial election, appointment, or

14 hi ri ng  date.

15 (b) The e d u c a t i o n  a d v i s o r y  co n m i t t e e  shall det er mi ne  the specif-

ie ic c o n t e n t  of th e course, a n d  it s h a l l  cover the ethics laws, internal

17 rules a n d  po licies, as w e l l  as the technical and specific legal r e­

ts q u l r e m e n t s  that l e g i s la tor s and legislative e m p lo yee s must  follow.

19 Th e c o u r s e  shall a ls o  c o v e r  the u n d e r l y i n g  pur p o s e s  an d ethical prin-

70 clples o f  all e t h i c s  laws, int ernal rules and  policies, and o t h e r

21 r e l a t e d  reg ul ati on s.  Th e course shall high li ght  the p rinciples of

72 pu bl i c  service e t h i c s  a n d  the int en t of ethics laws, including t heir

23 a p p l i c a t i o n  to p r a c t i c a l  situations.

24 (c) The c o n m i s s i o n  shall o f f e r  separate s es sions o f  the co ur se

25 for l e g i s la to rs  a n d  for le g i s l a t i v e  employees, a n d  shall o ffer as m a n y

26 s es s i o n s  as n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the nu m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  re qu i r e d  to

27 take th e course.

28 Sec. 24.61.740. C U R R E N T  I SS U E S  AND A P P L I C A T I O N S  SEMINAR. (a)

29 T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  a c u r r e n t  issues a n d  a p pl ic at io ns s e m in ar
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In January of each odd-numbered year. The seminar is m an datory for 

all legislators and legislative employees who have previo us ly  comp let­

ed the legislative ethics orientation training course.

(b) The specific content of the seminar shall be determined by 

the education advisory committee, and shall include an ov erview of all 

n e w  substantive changes in the laws in the form of amendments, r e­

visions, and n e w  ethics advisory opinions. The seminar shall include 

discussions on probl em  solving skills, practical ethical issues likely 

to confront a legislator or legislative employee, and the underlying 

principles of public service ethics.

(c) The commission shall o ffer separate sessions of the seminar 

for legislators and for legislative employees, and shall offer as many 

sessions as necessary to accommodate the number of people required to 

take the seminar.

(d) The course must also include a discussion of the Con s t i t u­

tion of Alaska that will include material on the constitutional l i m i­

tations and prerogatives of the legislative, executive, and judicial 

b r a n c h e s .

Sec. 24.61.750. LOBBYIST ETHICS COURSE. (a) Lobbyists shall 

complete a lobbyist ethics course conducted b y  the commission as a 

condition of registering as a lobbyist under AS  24.45. A  person who 

first engages in activities r equiring the person to register as a 

lobbyist either before the commission has offered the ethics course 

for that year, or after the ethics course has been offered for that 

year, m a y  be authorized by the commission to co nd itionally register 

u nder AS 24.45 unless the person r easonably should have k no wn that the 

person was likely to engage in lobbying activities and  could have 

attended the moat  recent ethics course. A  per so n w i t h  a conditional 

registration must  successfully complete the next ethics course offered 
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or the r e g i s c r a t i o n  shall be  revoked.

ib) The specific conte nt of the ethics c ou r s e  shall be d e t e r­

mi n e d  by the e d u c a t i o n  a dv iso ry  committee, a n d  shall include a rev ie w  

of all ethics statutes, the r ules and regulat io ns r el ati ng  to a p p r o­

priate lobbyist conduct, and the principles of  p»jblic service ethics.

(c) The c ommission shall cert if y to the A l a s k a  Public Offices 

C omm is si on  the names of pers on s successfully c o m p l e t i n g  the ethics 

course, in c l u d i n g  persons taking the course u n d e r  (d) of this section.

(d) L o b b y i s t s  shall repeat the ethics cou rse  at least once every 

three years a nd  the c om mi ss ion  shall update the c ou r s e  accordingly.

(e) At the conmission's discretion, lo bbyists may be charged 

reasonable fees to attend the ethics course.

Sec. 24.61.760. A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  PROVISIONS. (a) The c onmission 

shall ussure the continued implementation, improvement, and m o d i f i c a­

tion of the ethics e d u c at io n programs. The co nm i s s i o n  shall develop 

procedures to assure the a tt en d a n c e  of, and  course c o mp le ti on by, all 

legislators, legislative employees, and lobbyists.

(b) T he  co nmission shall assure the a t t e n d a n c e  of legislative 

employees w h o  are not in and cannot travel to J u n e a u  by o ff eri ng  the 

programs by  teleconference. W h e n  a t ele co n f e r e n c e  conne ct io n is 

unavailable, the c onmission shall di stribute v i d e o  tapes to the e m­

ployees o r  a r r an ge  to h av e  them travel to a site w here a live or 

t e l ec on fe re nce  course is available.

(c) T he  conmis si on  m a y  r e c om me nd  sanctions, including suspension 

of pay and d i s mi ssa l of l e g i s lat iv e employees, d i s c i p l i n a r y  act io n for 

legislators, a n d  revoc at ion  of  lobbyist registr at ion s,  for any l e g i s­

lator, l e g i sl ati ve  employee, or  lobbyist w h o  f ails to c omp le te  the 

ethics e d u c a t i o n  requirements w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  am ou nt o f  time, as 

deter min ed  b y  the conmission.
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(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall s u p p l y  the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  e a c h  

h o u s e  w i t h  the n a m e s  o f  those le g i s l a t o r s  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s  

w h o  h a v e  no t c o m p l i e d  w i t h  the e t h i c s  e d u c a t i o n  re quirements.

(e) T h e  c o n m i s s i o n  shall o f f e r  a l l  o f  the e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  at 

a p p r o p r i a t e  times a n d  l o c a tio ns  a n d  shall p r o vi de  a d e q u a t e  n o t i c e  of 

them.

(f) Th e c o n m i s s i o n  m a y  g ran t an e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of  A S  2 4 . 6 1. 730  - 24 . 6 1 . 7 5 0  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  of g o o d  c ause f or the 

exemption.

A R T I C L E  5. G E N E R A L  PROVISIONS.

Sec. 24.61.900. R E L A T I O N S H I P  T O  C O M M O N  L A W  A N D  O T H E R  LAWS. (a) 

The  pr ov i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  replace, su persede, an d  

w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  repeal p rov i s i o n s  of  the com mo n law r e l a t i n g  to l e g i s­

lative con flict of  interest.

(b) This  ch a p t e r  does not ex e m p t  a p er s o n  f r o m  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o­

vis i o n s  of an o t h e r  law unless the law is e x p r e s s l y  s u p e r s e d e d  or 

i n c o m p a t i b l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w it h  sp eci fi c provi si ons  o f  this ch apter.

Sec. 24.61.910. A P P L I CA BI LI TY.  (a) Unless o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f i­

ca l l y  stated, the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r  a pply to l e g i s l a t o r s  and 

le g i s l a t i v e  employees.

(b) C e r t a i n  s p e c i f i e d  p r o v i s i o n s  a pply to fo rm e r  m e m b e r s  o f  the 

le gi slature, c a n d i d a t e s  for the legislature, form er  l e g i s l a t i v e  e m­

ployees, p e rs ons  w h o  h a v e  t r an sac ti on s w i t h  leg is lat or s o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  

employe es , a nd  lobbyists.

Sec. 24.61.930. M E N T A L  S T A T E  R E Q U I R E D  FO R C R I M I N A L  ACT I O N S .  

W h e n  a p r o v i s i o n  of  thi s c h a p t e r  is m a d e  subject to c ri m i n a l  p e n a l­

ties, u n l e s s  the p r o v i s i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  pr ovides f o r  a n o t h e r  m e n t a l  

state, the d e f e n d a n t  in a c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  m u s t  b e  shown to  ha v e  

a c t e d  w i t h  cr im i n a l  neglige nc e,  as that t e r m  is d e f i n e d  in 
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AS 11.81.900(a). AS 11.81.610(c) applies to this section.

Sec. 24.61.940. M A I N T E N A N C E  OF DOCUMENTS. Do cuments filed with 

or p ro du ce d by the co mm i s s i o n  as public records shall b e  retained for 

at least six years.

Sec. 24.61.950. C O O P E R A T I O N  OF  OTHERS. If the commission r e­

quests their cooperation, a state agency, official, employee, or a 

person w h o s e  conduct is r eg u l a t e d  by this chapter shall cooperate wit h 

the commission. A n  individual shall make information reasonably 

related to an invest iga ti on  available to the conmission on written 

request. The commission may  request and shall receive from every 

officer, department, division, board, agency, commission, house of the 

legislature, or other age ncy  of the state, cooperation and assistance 

in the performance of its duties.

Sec. 24.61.960. CONFIDENTIALITY. A person subject to the p r o­

visions of this chapter ma y not k nowingly make an una ut ho ri zed  d i s c l o­

sure of confidential inf or ma ti on a cq uir ed  in the course of official 

duties. A person w h o  vi ol ate s this section is subject to civil s an c­

tions un de r AS 24.61 .560(a) and may be subject to pr ose cu ti on  under 

AS 11.56.860 or another law.

Sec. 24.61.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,

(1) " a d mi nis tr at iv e action" means conduct related to the 

development, drafting, consideration, enactment, defeat, application, 

or i nt erpretation of a rule, regulation, policy, or o th er  action in a 

r eg ul at or y proceeding or a p ro cee di ng  involving a license, permit, 

franchise, or entitlement for uses

(2) "anything of  value," "benefit," or "thing of value" 

includes all matters, w h e t h e r  tangible or intangible, that could 

reasona bl y be co nsidered to be a ma te r i a l  advantage, of material 

worth, use, or service to the per so n to w h o m  it is conferred; the
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terms are intended to be interpreted broadly and encompass all matters 

that the recipient might find sufficiently desirable to do something 

in exchange forj

(A) "anything of value," "benefit," or

value" includes but is not limited to

(i) money!

(ii) products or merchandise;

(iii) works of art or collectiblesi 

(iv) stocks, bonds, notes, or options;

(v) an interest in real property;

(vi, contracts or a promise of a future interest 

in a contract;

(vii) an interest or a promise of a future interest 

in a business)

(viii) meals, beverages, or lodging;

(ix) transportation!

(x) services, including loaned employees!

(xi) loans, loan guarantees, co-signingi 

(xii) forgiveness of a debt!

(xiii) discounts or rebates not extended to the 

public generally;

(xiv) preferential treatment;

(xv) tickets or admissions!

(xvi) free or discounted use of office facilities; 

(xvii) loan of office equipment;

(xviii) radio or television time;

(xix) promise or offer of present or future e m p l o y­

ment;

HCS CSSB 4 1 5 (Fin)
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r e cr ea ti on al or lodgi ng facilities;

(xxi) intangible rights such as a cause of action; 

(xxii) licenses, patents, copyrights, or an interest 

in them;

(xxiii) any  other item, tangible or intangible,

ha vi n g  ec on om ic  value;

(B) "anything of value," "benefit," or "thing of 

value" does not include

(i) an item listed in AS 24.61.350(b);

(ii) ca mp ai gn contributions, pledges, political 

endorsements, support in a political campaign, or a promise 

of e n d o rse me nt  or support;

(iii) contributions to a cause or organization,

including a charity, made in response to a direct s o l i c i t a­

tion from a legislator or a person acting at the l e g is la­

t o r’s direction;

(iv) grants under AS 37.05.316 to named recipients;

(3) "business entity retained to lobby" means a firm,

corporation, or o th er  business entity that is retained for the primary

purpose of inf l u e n c i n g  legislative or ad mi nistrative action;

(4) "charit ab le  organiz at io n" means an o r g an iz at ion  that 

qualifies for a federal tax e xemption under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3);

(5) "close econom ic  association" has the me a n i n g  given in 

AS 24.61.265;

(6) "co mm iss io n"  means the L egislative Ethics Commission;

(7) "c omp en sa ti on"  means remu ner at io n for personal services 

rendered, in c l u d i n g  salary, fees, commissions, bonuses, and similar 

p a y m e n t s , but e x c l u d i n g  reimbu rse me nt  for actual expenses incurred by  

a person;
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(8) "c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n "  means inf or mation that has 

been cl as s i f i e d  c on fid e n t i a l  b y  law;

(9) " e x o ne ra te"  m e a n s  to fr e e  from a charge or the i m p u t a­

tion of  guilt, or to p ro ve  blamel es s;

(10) " f in anc ia l c on fl i c t  of  i nt erest" h a 6  the m e a n i n g  g i v e n  

in AS  24.61.255;

(11) " h o n o r a r i u m "  m e a n s  a n y t h i n g  of value, ot he r than r e i m­

bur s e m e n t  of travel expenses, g i v e n  to a p e r s o n  for m a k i n g  a speech, 

panel presentation, pe rs on al a p p e ar an ce , or s i m i l a r  activity;

(12) "imme di ate  family" m e a n s  the spouse, parents, in c l u d i n g  

pur en ts -in-law, children, in c l u d i n g  a s tepchild and  an ad op tiv e child, 

and siblings of a person;

(13) "intent to inf lue nc e legislative, ad mi n i s t r a t i v e ,  or

p o l it ic al  action" means that an act, including the o ff er in g or c o n f e r­

ring of  a thing of v al ue  to a pu b l i c  official, is done wi t h  the intent 

to induce the of ficial to do or r e f r a i n  from d o i n g  an act;

(14) " k n o w i ngl y"  has the m e a n i n g  g i v e n  in AS 11.81.900;

(15) " l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t io n" means condu ct r el at i n g  to the

development, drafting, co nsi de r a t i o n ,  sponsorship, enac tm en t or  d e­

feat, support or o p p o s i t i o n  to o r  o f  a law, amendment, resolu tio n,  

report, nomination, or o t he r m a t t e r  a ff e c t e d  b y  legislative a c t i o n  or 

inaction;

(16) " le gi s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t "  means a legislative e m p l o y e e

w h o s e  a s s i g n e d  duties invo lv e the exe rc i s e  of su bs tantial d i s c r e t i o n  

and judgmenti it does not incl ud e empl oy ee s w h o  p e r f o r m  p u r e l y  c l e r­

ical or m i n i s t e r i a l  functional the l e g i s l ati ve  council shall p r o p o s e  

p o l i c i e s  r e l a t i n g  to the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of this definition, a n d  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  shall co ns i d e r  the a d o p t i o n  of t hese guidel ine s as r e g u l a­

tions;
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(17) "legislative employee" m e a n s  a person, other than a 

legislator, w h o  is compensated by the legislative branch in return for 

regular or substantial personal services, regardless of the person's 

p a y  level o r  technical status as a full-time or part-time employee, 

independent contractor, or consultant} it includes members an d staff 

o f  the commission; it does not include individuals who p e r f o r m  fun c­

tions that are incidental to legislative functions, such as security, 

messengers, maintenance, and print shop employees; for purposes of 

this paragraph, "regular or substantial" means wor k that is expected 

to involve, or does involve, at least 400 hours in a calendar year or 

300 hours d u r i n g  a regular legislative session; the legislative co u n­

cil shall p r op os e policies relating to the interpretation of this 

definition, a n d  the conmission shall co ns id er  the adoption of these 

guidelines us regulations;

(18) "lobbyist" means a person w ho  is required to register 

u nder AS 24.45.041 and is described under AS 2 4 . 4 5 . 1 7 1 ( 8 ) ( A ) , but does 

not include a volunteer lobbyist d e s cr ibe d in AS 24.45.161(a)(1) or a 

re pr es en tat io na l lobbyist as defined un der  regulations of the Alaska 

Public Offices Commission;

(19) "local government" means a municipality, a municipal 

school district, or a regional educational attendance area;

(20) "political action" means conduct in which public o f f i­

cials, In cl udi ng  legislators or legislative employees, use their 

official po si t i o n  or political contacts to exercise influence on state 

a n d  local gover nm ent  employees or entities; it includes but is not 

limited to intervening on behalf of constituents w i t h  a government 

agency, endorsing, and pledging support or actively supporting a 

legislative matter, a nominee, or a cand id at e for public office;

(21) "reasonably should k now" means that, u n d e r  the
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circumstances, a reasonable person would know  a fact;

(22) "registered lobbyist" means a person who  is required to 

register under AS 24.45.041;

(23) "representation" means action taken on beh al f of a n o t h­

er, wheth er  for compensation or not, including but not limited to 

telephone calls and meetings and appearances at proceedings or m e e t­

ings;

(24) "substantial interest in legislative, administrative, 

or political action" has the meaning given in AS 24.61.260.

* Sec. 3. AS 11.56.805(a) is amended to read:

(a) A  person commits the crime of false accusation if the person 

knowingly or intentionally initiates a false complaint with the [SE­

LECT COMMITTEE ON] Legislative Ethics Commission es ta bl ish ed  under 

A S 24.61 [IN AS 24.60].

* Sec. 4. AS 15.25.030(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person filing a declaration of candidacy under this section

other than for a state legislative office shall sim ultaneously file 

with the director a statement of income sources and business interests 

that complies w i t h  the requirements of AS 39.50. A  person filing a 

declaration of candidacy for state legislative office shall s i m u l t a­

neously file with  the director a disclosure statement that complies 

with the requirements of AS 24.61.400 - 24.61.410.

* Sec. 5. AS 15.25.030(c) is amended to read:

(c) An incumbent public official other than a legislator who has 

a current statement of income sources and business interests on file 

with the Alaska Public Offices Conmission, or an incumbent legislator 

who has a current disclosure statement on file w i t h  the L egislative 

Ethics Commission, is not required to file a statement of income 

sources and business interests or a disclosure statement w it h  the
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de c l a r a t i o n  of ca ndidacy under (b) of this section.

* Sec. 6. AS  15.25.180(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A  pe rs on filing a n o m i n a t i n g  p et it io n under this section 

o t h e r  than for a state legislative office shall also file w i t h  the 

di rector a statement of income sources and business inte re sts  that

complies w i t h  the re qu irements of AS 39.50 w i t h i n  30 days o f  filing 

the petition. A p e r s o n  filing a nominat in g pe ti ti on for s tate legis­

lative o ff i c e  shall file wit h the d ir ector a disclosure s t a te me nt  that 

complies w i t h  the r eq ui rements of AS 24 .61.400 - 24.61.410 w i t h i n  30 

days of fi li ng  the petition.

* Sec. 7. AS 15.25.180(c) is a m en de d to read:

(c) A n  incumbent public official o t he r than a legis la tor  who  has 

a current statement of income sources and business interests on file 

w ith the A l a s k a  Pub li c Offices C o n m i s s i o n . or an incumbent legislator 

w h o  has a current di sclosure statement on file wi t h  the L e g i s la tiv e 

Ethics Commission, is not required to file a statement o f  income 

sources and  business interests or a disclosure statement wit h the

de c l a r a t i o n  of c andidacy un de r (b) of this section.

* Sec. 8. AS 24.10.100 is am e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 24.10.100. SA LA RY  OF  LEGISLATORS. The annual [MONTHLY] 

salary for each m e m b e r  of the legislature is $40.000 [EQUAL T O  STEP  A, 

RANGE 10 OF THE S A L A R Y  SCH ED U L E  IN AS 39.27.011(a) FO R JUNEAU]. The 

pre si de nt o f  the senate and the speaker o f  the house of r e p r e s e n t a­

tives are each en tit le d to an additional $500 a year d u r i n g  tenure of 

office.

* Sec. 9. A S  24.10.105 is r e p e a l e d  and re e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 24. 10. 105. L E G I SL AT IV E PER  DIEM. (a) A  m e m b e r  of the 

legislature is en ti t l e d  to recei ve per d i e m  at the s h o r t - t e r m  rate

(1) d ur i n g  a legislative s e ss io n if the l e g i s l a t o r  is not
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livi ng  in the l e g i s l a t o r ' s  p l a c e  of p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  du ri n g  the 

session; o r

(2) w h i l e  o n  c o m m i t t e e  b u s i n e s s  o r  o t her  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i­

nes s  in a p l a c e  that is n o t  the l e g i s l a t o r ' s  p l a c e  of p e r m a n e n t  r e s i­

dence.

(b) A  legisl at or  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  pe r d i e m  at the l o n g­

ter m  rate d u r i n g  a l e g i s l a t i v e  s e ss io n if the l e g i s l a t o r  is living in 

the l eg is l a t o r ' s  place o f  p e r m ane nt  r e s i d e n c e  dur in g the session.

(c) In this section,

(1) " l o n g - t e r m  rate" m e a n s  the l o n g - t e r m  p e r  d i e m  rate fcrr 

a state e m p l o y e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n­

er of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  39.20.160;

(2) " s h o r t - t e r m  rate" m e a n s  the s h o r t - t e r m  p er diem rate 

for a state em pl oye e e s t a b l i s h e d  in r e g u l a t i o n s  adopte d by  the c o m m i s­

sioner of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 39.20.160.

* Sec. 10. A S  24. 10 .1 10 is r ep e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 24.10.110. L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E  A L L O W A N C E .  (a) A  legislator 

m a y  be r e i m b u r s e d  for the lawful ex pe nse s o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a legislative 

off ic e to s u pp lem en t r e s o ur ce s g e n e r a l l y  p r o v i d e d  to legisl ato rs  by 

the l eg i s l a t u r e  and  its agencies. Ex pe n s e s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  reimbur se me nt  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e  those in cu r r e d  in a d is t r i c t  off ice  o r  an 

o f f i c e  in the capital city.

(b) E x p e n s e s  that m a y  be paid w i t h  p u b l i c  tunds u n d e r  A S  24.61 

(Legi sla ti ve  Ethics Act) are p r e s u m e d  to be lawful.

(c) A  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom a s i n g l e - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  di strict may 

v o u c h e r  u p  to $6,000 a y e a r  u n d e r  this se ct i o n .  A  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from  

a t w o - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  an d a s e n a t o r  f r o m  a s i n g l e - s e n a t o r  d i s­

trict m a y  v o u c h e r  up to $7,000 a y e a r  u n d e r  this s ec tion. A  senat or  

fr o m  a t w o - s e n a t o r  d i s t r i c t  m a y  v o u c h e r  u p  t o  $9,000 a y e a r  u n de r this
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section. Vouchers shall be processed under AS 24.10.120 and policies 

a d o p t ed  b y  the legisl a t i v e  council consistent wit h  26 U.S.C. 162.

(d) N o t w i t h s ta n d i n g  (b) of this section, expenses related to 

ne w s l e t t er s  may n o t  be p a i d  under this section. The legislative 

council shall adopt g u i d e l in e s  under w h i c h  each legislator m a y  prepare 

and distr i bu t e  two n e w s l e t t e r s  a year that comply with AS 24.61. The 

guidelines must be c o n s i s t e n t  with AS 24.61 and regulations under that 

chap t e r  adopted by the Legislative Ethics Commission and mus t  provide 

for the payment of expenses for the new s l e t t e r s from appropriations to 

the legislature.

* Sec. 11. AS 24.10.130 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) During e ach r e g u l a r  session of the legislature, a member of 

the legislature m a y  be reimbursed for up to two round trip tickets 

from J u n e a u  to a city in the district from w hich the legislator was 

elected. A  trip pai d  for u nder this subsection may be for a personal, 

family, business, or constituent purpose. This section does not apply 

to travel as a part of a legislative committee or subcommittee or for 

other official business of the legislature.

* Sec. 12. AS 24.45.041(a) is amended to read:

(a) Before e n g a g i n g  in lobbying, a lobbyist shall file a r eg i s­

tration statement on a f o r m  prescribed by the conmission. The co n m i s­

sion m a y  not accept the f o r m  for filing unless the lobbyist's name has 

been certified to the c o nmission by the Legislative Ethics Commission 

u nder AS 24.61.750(c).

* Sec. 13. AS 24.45.041(f) is amended to read:

(f) Each lobbyist shall r e n ew  the registration annually by 

filing a n e w  r e g i s t r a t i o n  statement together with a n e w  authorization 

to act as a lobbyist b e f o r e  engaging in lobbying. The lobbyist also 

shall file any reports or statements the lobbyist has fa i l e d  to file
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for a previous reporting period. The commiss io n may not renew lobby­

ing credentials until this pr o v i s i o n  is co mp l i e d  with a n d  unless the 

Legislative Ethics Commission ha s certified the lobbyist's name to the

commission u nder AS 24.61.750(c) and the lobbyist has complied with 

AS 24. 61. 75 0( e) .

* Sec. 14. AS 24.45.041 is amen de d by adding a n e w  subsection to read:

(g) Notwithstanding (a) and (f) of  this section, a lobbyist

whose name has not been cert if ie d to the c onmission u n d e r  AS 24.61.- 

750(c) may conditionally re gis te r or renew a registration under this 

section if authorized by the Legislative Ethics Conmission under 

AS 24.61.750(a).

* Sec. 15. AS 24.45.121(a) is amend ed to read:

(a) A lobbyist may not

(1) engage in any activity as a lobbyist be for e registering 

under AS 2 4 . 4 5 . 0 4 1 i

(2) do anything w i t h  the intent of placing a public o f f i­

cial under personal ob ligation to the lobbyist or to the lobbyist's 

employeri

(3) intentionally deceive or attempt to deceive any public

official with regard to any material fact pertinent to pending or

proposed legislative or administrative action;

(4) cause or influence the introduction of a legislative

measure for the purpose of thereafter b e i n g  emp loyed to secure its

defeatt

(5) cause a co mm unication to b e  sent to a public official

in the name of  any fictitious person or in the name o f  any real p e r­

son, except w i t h  the consent o f  that persont

(6) accept or a g re e to accept any payment in any w a y  c o n­

tingent upon the defeat, e nactment^ o r  outcome o f  any proposed
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legislative or administr at iv e a c t i o n »

(7) serve as a me mb e r  of a state board [,] or conmission 

[,] if the lobbyist's e mp loyer m a y  rece ive  direct eco n o m i c  bene fi t 

f rom a de ci s i o n  o f  that b o a r d  or com mi ss ion ^

(8) u se  state pr op e r t y  or resources in the condu ct  o f  the 

lobbyist's business;

(9) serve as a ca mpaign m a n a g e r  or director, serve as a 

campaign trea su re r or de pu t y  campaign t reasurer on a fina nc e or f u n d­

raising committee, host a fundraising event, or o t h erw is e engage 

actively in the fundra is in g ac ti vi ty  of a legislative ca mp ai gn or for

a legal d ef en se  fund u nder AS 24.61.220 if the lobbyist has  r e g i s t e r e d 

during the calend ar year; t h i s pa ragraph does not a pply to a r e p r e s e n­

tational lobbyist as d e f in ed  in the regulations of the A l a s k a  Public

Offices Commission, and  does not  prohibit a lobbyist from  ma ki n g  

personal contrib ut io ns to or persona ll y a d voc at in g on behalf of a

c a n d i d a t e .

* Sec. 16. AS  39.25.110 is amend ed b y  adding a n e w  pa ra gra ph  to read:

(30) executive dir e c t o r  and 3taff of the Le g i s l a t i v e  Ethics 

Commission.

* Sec. 17. A S  39.50.020 is a m e nd ed to read:

Sec. 39.50.020. R EP O R T  OF FIN AN CI AL  AND BUSINESS INTERESTS. (a) 

A  ju dicial officer, commissioner, chair [CHAIRMAN] or me m b e r  of a 

state c o m m i s s i o n  or board spe ci fi ed  in A S  39.50.200(b), a person hired

or a p p o in ted  as head or deputy hea d of, or director of  a division

within, a depart me nt  in the executive branch, a pe rs on  a p p o in te d as 

assistant to the governor, and a m u n ic ip al  officer, shall file a 

statement g i v i n g  income sources an d business interests, u n d e r  oat h an d 

on penalt y of perjury, w i t h i n  30 days a fter taking off ic e as a public 

official. Candidates for g ov e r n o r  and lieutenant g o v e r n o r  [STATE

-79- HCS C SS B  4 1 5 (Fin)



; 'v4£>a v

E L E C T I V E  O FF IC E]  shall fil e s u c h  a s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  the d i r e c t o r  of 

e l e c t i o n s  at  the time o f  f i l i n g  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  o r  w i t h i n  

30 d a y s  o f  the f i l i n g  o f  a n y  n o m i n a t i n g  pet it io n,  o r  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  of 

b e c o m i n g  a c a n d i d a t e  b y  a n y  o t h e r  mea ns.  C a n d i d a t e s  for e l e c t i v e  

m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e  sh al l fi l e  s u c h  a s t a t e m e n t  at the time o f  f i l i n g  a 

n o m i n a t i n g  pet it io n,  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  c an di da cy,  or  o t h e r  r e q u i r e d  

f i l i n g  f o r  the e l e c t i v e  m u n i c i p a l  office. R e f u s a l  or  fail ure  to file 

w i t h i n  the time p r e s c r i b e d  s ha ll  r e q u i r e  that the c a n d i d a t e ' s  f i l i n g  

fees, if any, a n d  f i l i n g  for o f f i c e  be r e f u s e d  or  that a p r e v i o u s l y  

a c c e p t e d  f i l i n g  fee b e  r e t u r n e d  a n d  the c a n d i d a t e ' s  name  r e m o v e d  from 

the f i l i n g  records. A  s t a t e m e n t  shall a l s o  be f i l e d  by  p u b l i c  o f f i­

cials n o  later than A p r i l  15 o r  15 d ays af te r the pe r s o n  files a 

f e de ra l in c o m e  tax r e t u r n  in e ac h  f o l l o w i n g  year, w h i c h e v e r  comes 

first. P e r s o n s  who, o n  or  a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  11, 1974, w e r e  m e m b e r s  of 

b o a r d s  or  c o m m i s s i o n s  not  n a m e d  in AS 3 9. 50 . 2 0 0 ( b )  are n ot r e q u i r e d  to 

file  f i n a n c i a l  statem en ts.

(b) T h e  g ov e r n o r ,  l i e u t e n a n t  go vernor, [MEMBERS O F  T H E  L E G I S L A­

TURE,] j u d i c i a l  off ice rs , e a c h  c o m m i ss io ner , h e a d  o r  de p u t y  h e a d  of, 

o r  d i r e c t o r  of  a d i v i s i o n  with in , a d e p a r t m e n t  in the e x e c u t i v e  

bran ch , a s s i s t a n t  to the g o v e r n o r  or c h a i r  [CHAIRMAN] or  m e m b e r  of a 

c o m m i s s i o n  or b o a r d  r e q u i r e d  to re po rt  u n d e r  this chapter, s h a l l  file 

t he  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  the A l a s k a  Pu bl i c  O f f i c e s  Co mm ission. C a n d i d a t e s  

f or  the o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  a n d  [, ] l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  [, A N D  T H E 

L E G I S L A T U R E ]  s h al l fil e  the s t a t e m e n t  u n d e r  AS  15.25.030 o r  15.25.180. 

M u n i c i p a l  offi cer s,  a n d  c a n d i d a t e s  fo r e l e c t i v e  m u n i c i p a l  office, 

s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  the m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  o r  o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l  d e s­

ig n a t e d  to r e c e i v e  t h e i r  f i l i n g  fo r offic e.  A l l  s t a t e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d
j

to be  f i l e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  a r e  p u b l i c  records.

* Sec. 18. A S  3 9 . 5 0 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 8 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(8) "public official" m eans a j u d icial officer, [A M E M B E R  

OF THE LEGISLATURE, THE FISCAL A N A L Y S T  OF THE LE G I S L AT I V E  FINANCE 

DIVISION, THE L EG I S L A T I V E  A U D I T O R  OF THE L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T  DIVISION, 

THE E XECUTIVE D I R E C T O R  OF THE L E G I SL A T I V E  AFFA I R S A G E N C Y  A N D  THE 

DIRECTORS OF T H E  DI V I SI O N S  WI T H I N  THE L E G I S L A T I V E  AFFAIRS AGENCY,] the 

governor, the lieutenant governor, a p er s o n  hi r e d  or a p pointed as the 

h ead or deputy h e a d  of, or director of a division, a department in the 

executive branch, an assistant to the governor, chair [CHAIRMAN] or 

member of a state commi s s i o n or board, the executive director of the 

Al a sk a  T o u r i s m  M a r k e t i ng  Council, and each app o in t e d  or elected m u n i c­

ipal officer;

* Sec. 19. AS 39.52.910(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as spec i f ic a l l y  provided, this chapter applies to all 

public offic e r s w i t h i n  e x e c u t i v e- b r a n c h  agencies, including members of 

boards or commissions. This chapter does not apply to a former public 

officer of an e x e c u t i v e - b r an c h  ag e n c y  unless a pro v i si o n  specifically 

states that it so applies. This chapter does not apply to legislators 

covered by A S  24.61 [AS 24.60].

* Sec. 20. AS 24.55.310, AS 24.60, A S  39.50.025, and 39.50.120 are 

repealed.

* Sec. 21. INITIAL CO M M I S S I O N  APPOINTMENTS. N o t w i t h s t an d i n g  AS 24.61.- 

500(b), as a d d e d  by sec. 2 of this Act, the terms of the members initially 

appointed to the L e g i s l a t i v e  Ethics C o m m i s s io n  are as follows:

(1) the m e m b e rs  app o i nt e d  by the senate and the house of r e p r e­

sentatives and one of the members a p p o i n t e d  by the L egislative Ethics 

Commission, de t e r m i n e d  b y  lot, serve terms of five years;

(2) one of the members app oi n t e d  by the supreme court and one of 

the members a p p o i n t ed  by the L e gi s l a t i v e  Ethics Commission, dete r m i n ed  by 

lot, serve terms of four years;
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(3) the second mem b e r  ap pointed b y  the supreme court a n d  the 

third mem b e r  appointed by the L e g i slative Ethics Commi s s i o n  serve terms of 

three y e a r s .

* Sec. 22. TRANSITIONAL P ROVISIONS R EL A T I N G  TO V IOLATIONS OF F O R M E R  

AS 24.60. N o twithstanding the repeal of AS 24.60 b y  sec. 20 of this Act, 

in addition to the provisions of AS 24.61, as added by sec. 2 of this Act, 

the Le g i s lative Ethics C o mmission m a y  consider complaints alleging v i o l a­

tions of AS 24.60 that o c c u rr e d  prior to J uly 1, 1991, and for w h i c h  p r o­

ceedings have not b een c o mmenced or concluded prior to July 1, 1991. For 

the purpose of this section, the Legisl at i v e  Ethics C ommission shall fo l lo w  

the procedures e stablished u nder AS 24.61, but m a y  not re commend a sanction 

or penalty not authorized u nd e r  former AS 24.60.

* Sec. 23. T R A N SITIONAL PROVISIONS R E L A TI N G  T O  REP R E S E N T A TI O N  OF O T H­

ERS. Notwithstanding AS 24.61.330, as added by sec. 2 of this Act, a 

legislator or legislative assistant w h o  is subject to AS 24.61.330 may, 

until Janu a ry  1, 1992, represent a person in a p roceeding that w o u l d  o t h e r­

wise be proh i b it e d  u nder AS 24.61.330 if the legislator or legislative 

assistant promptly files a statement w it h  the Le g i s l a t i ve  Ethics Comm i ss i o n  

that includes the name of the client, an i dentifying name or num b e r  of the 

action, a b rief description of the nature of the action, and the amount of 

compensation r e c eived or an t ic i p a t e d  r e l ating to the representation. The 

statement shall be pub l i s h e d in the journal of the a p pr o priate house. If 

i nformation contained in the statement changes, a supplemental statement 

shall be filed every 90 days until the m a t t e r  is co mpleted or J a n u a r y  1, 

1992, at w h i c h  time the re p r es e n t a t i o n m ust be terminated. The r e p r e s e n t a­

tion may continue beyond Janu a r y  1, 1992, if the legislator or legislative 

assistant applies for, and the L egislative Ethics C o m m i s s i o n  grants, an 

exemption to the termination date u n d e r AS 24.61.530, as a dded by sec. 2 of 

this Act. In this section, "legislative assistant" has the m e a n i n g  given 
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in AS 24.61.990, as a d d e d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act.

* Sec. 24. AS 24.61.200 - 24.61.220, 24.61.240, and 24.61.245, as added

by sec. 2 of this Act, take effect N ov e m b e r  6, 1990.

* Sec. 25. AS 24.61.160, 24.61.400(d), 24.61.500 - 24.61.720, and 24.-

61.990, as a d de d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act, a n d  sec. 21 of this Ac t  take effect 

J a n u a ry  1, 1991.

* Sec. 26. Except as p r o v i d e d  in secs. 24 and 25 of this Act, this Act 

takes effect July 1, 1991.
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