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Referred:

6-1874D

BY SEN. KERTTULA, Szymanski

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SPONSOR SUBST IT UT E F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 389

3 IN T HE  L E G I SL ATU RE  OF THE S TA TE  OF  A L A S K A

4 S IXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the P i o n e e r s’ Home."

7 BE IT E N A CT ED  BY THE L E G I SL ATU RE  O F  TH E STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 47.25.010(a) is amended to read:

9 (a) The state shall m a i n t a i n  an i n s t i t u t i o n  [FOR THE  C AR E  OF

10 NEEDY PERSONS,] known as the A l a s k a  Pioneers' Home. The p r i n c i p a l

11 home shall be mainta in ed  at Sitka, and a br a n c h  may be m a i n t a i n e d  at a

12 site or sites d esignated by the c omm issioner of administration.

13 * Sec. 2. AS 47.25.020 is a m end ed  to read:

14 Sec. 47.25.020. A D M I S S I O N  TO HOME. (a) Every w o r t h y  p e r s o n

15 residing in the state who is 65 years of age or older, has b e e n  a

16 resident of the state conti nu ou sl y for mor e  than 15 y ears i mm e d i a t e l y

17 p r e c ed in g application for admission, and [WHO] is [D ESTITUTE AND] in

18 need of the aid or benefit of the home becau se  of phy si ca l d i s a b i l i t y

19 or other cause, is eligible for [ENTITLED TO] ad m i s s i o n  to the home

20 under the conditions, li mit ations^ and pe n a l t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by the

21 regulations of the Department of Administration. The spouse of a

22 per son  w h o  is eligible for a d m i ssi on  u n d e r  o the r p rov i s i o n s  of this

23 s u bs ec tio n is also eligible for ad mission to the home u n d e r  the condi-

24 tions, limitations, and pe n a l t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by r eg ul at ion s of the

25 d epartment if the spouse is 65 years of age or older a n d  has b e e n  a

26 resident of the state c o n tin uo us ly  for mor e  than 15 y ears i mm e d i a t e l y

27 p r e c e d i n g  application for admission. In this subsection, " p h ys ic al

28 d i sa bi lit y or other cause" m e a n s  inability to m a i n t a i n  a h o u s e h o l d

29 without regular assistance i n  shopping, ho usekeeping, m e a l  pre p a r a -
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tion, dressing, o r  p er sonal hygiene because of physical or m e d i c a l  

impairment, infirmity, or d is ab ili ty  [A PE R S O N  M A Y  NOT B E  A D M I T T E D  AS 

A  R ES I D E N T  OF T H E  AL AS K A  PIONEERS' HOM E U N D E R  THE P ROV I S I O N S  OF 

AS 4 7 . 25. 01 0 - 4 7 . 2 5 . 1 0 0  IF THE SUPP ORT  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  THE PE RS ON  

IS IMPOSED BY L A W  U PO N  A R EL ATIVE OR  M E M B E R  OF  THE F A M I L Y  O F  THE 

P E R S O N ] .

(b) Every p e r s o n  admitted to the Pioneers' Home [, E X C E P T  A 

PERSON A D M I T T E D  U N D E R  AS 47.25.030,] who receives income from any 

source in excess of $100 per month may  be r equ i r e d  by the Department

of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to pay the excess to the Department of A d m i n i s t r a­

tio n  im me diately u p o n  receipt of the money in payment, or part p a y­

ment, of the cost of the person's maintenance. H o w e v e r , the d e p a r t -

ment may not r e q u ire in any m onth the p ay m ent of a n  amount^ g r ea te r

than the m o n t h ly r ate set under AS 4 7 .2 5. 03 0( b) except to sat is fy an 

in d e b t e d n ess i n c u r r e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 .25.0 70.

(c) At the end of each month the pa yme nt s made u n d e r  (b) of this

section shall be t ra nsmitted to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of reve nu e [TOGETHER

WIT H  T HE  NAMES O F  THE PERSONS MAKING THEM A N D  THE A M O U N T  P A I D  BY 

EACH]. The D ep ar t m e n t  of A d m i n ist ra ti on  may pay to a resident without 

funds the sum of $100 per month.

(d) The m o n e y  received by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of revenue u n d e r  this 

section shall be d e p o s i t e d  in the general fund. The c om m i s s i o n e r  of 

adm in is tra ti on  s hall separately account for m o n e y  d e p o si te d u n d e r  this 

section. The an n u a l  e stimated balance in the account m a y  be u s e d  by

the legislature to make ap propriations to the Department of A d m i n i s­

tration to carry out the purposes of AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 1 0  - 47.25.100.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 7. 25. 0 3 0 ( a )  is amended to read:

(a) A  p e r s o n  eligible for adm iss io n u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0  [CITIZEN

OF THE U N I T E D  ST A T E S  OVE R 65 YEARS OF AGE W H O  IS A R E S I D E N T  OF THE
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1 STATE A N D  HAS BEEN A R E S I D E N T  FOR NOT LESS T H A N  15 YEARS CONTINUOUSLY

2 IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING APPLICATION, BUT WHO IS NOT DESTITUTE,] may on

3 application be admitted to the home upon agreement to pay to the state

4 a sum for each month [DAY] as the Department of Administration consid-

5 ers sufficient to compensate the state for the cost of care and sup-

6 port of the person at the home. When this agreement is entered into

7 the Department of Adminis tra ti on  may receive [THE] security for the

8 payments that [, WHICH] it considers expedient.

9 * Sec. 4. AS 47.25.030(b) is amended to read:

10 (b) The Department of Administration shall adopt regulations

11 establishing a [DAILY OR] monthly rate for the compensation a resident

12 is to be charged under (a) of this section. The rate charged need not

13 fully compensate the state for the cost of care and support. The

14 commissioner of administration shall review the rate each year.

15 * Sec. 5. AS 47.25.035 is amended to read:

16 Sec. 47.25.035. EXCEPTION TO ADMISSION CRITERIA. An applicant

17 for admission to the home who has been a resident of the state for 30

18 years and is otherwise qualified for admission under AS 47.25.020 [OR

19 47.25.030] may not be disqualified for admission because of absence

20 from the state if the commissioner of administration determines the

21 absence was reasonable and admission is consistent with the intent of

22 AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100 [THIS CHAPTER].

23 * Sec. 6. AS 47.25.070(a)(3), 47.25.070(a)(6), 47.25.070(b), 47.25.-

24 070(c), 47.25.070(d), and 47.25.070(e) are repealed.
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