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1 I N  T H E  SENATE B Y  THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS FO R SENATE B I L L  NO. 384 (State Affairs)

3 IN THE LE GI SLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALA SK A

4 SIXT EE NT H LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 F o r  a n  Act entitled: " An Act relating to election campaigns; and providing

7 for an effective date."

8 BE  IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S LA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section I. AS 15.13.040(a) is amended to read:

10 (a) Except for a municipal candidate who accepts contributions

11 of $1,000 or less or makes expenditures of $1,000 or less in seeking

12 election, each [EACH] candidate shall make a full report, upo n a form

13 prescribed by the commission, listing the date and amount of each

14 expenditure [ALL EXPENDITURES] made by the candidate, the total amount

15 of all contributions, including all funds contributed by the candi-

16 date, and for each contribution [ALL CONTRIBUTIONS] in excess of §100

17 in the aggregate a year, the name, address, principal occupation, and

18 employer of the c ontributor and the date and amount contributed by

19 each contributor. The report shall be filed in accordance w ith

20 AS 15.13.110 and shall be certified as correct by the candidate or

21 campaign treasurer.

22 * Sec. 2. AS 15.13 is amended by adding a new section to read:

23 Sec. 15.13.041. CLOSURE OF CAMPAIGN ACCOUNTS. (a) A  candidate

24 for election in a state election may not accept a contribution after

25 Decemb er  31 of the y ea r  in w hic h the candidate sought election. A

26 candidate for electio n in a local election may not accept a contribu-

27 tion more than 45 days after the local election.

28 (b) A  candidate shall, b y  January 12 of the year after the year

29 in w h ic h the candidate sought public office, dispose of the campaign
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1 funds that we r e  not spent or ob ligated during the el ec ti on campaign by

2 (1) transferring not m or e  t h a n  §10,000 of the the funds to

3 an account for a future election campaign;

4 (2) transferring the funds to a legislative office account

5 for expenditures qualifying as a business expense u nd er  26 U.S.C. 162;

6 (3) donating the funds to a n  organization that qualifies as

7 a charitable organization under 26 U.S.C. 501(c);

8 (4) donating the funds to the general fund of the state or

9 of a municipality of the state organized under AS 29; or

10 (5) returning the funds to contributors.

11 (c) A candidate shall close e ac h  campaign account by January 12

12 of the year after the year in w h i c h  the candidate sought public of-

13 fice.

14 (d) A  candidate who transfers campaign funds to an account for a

15 future election campaign under (b)(1) of this section shall file

16 annually w i t h  the commission the report required by AS 15.13.-

17 110(a)(4). Campaign funds transferred to an account for a future

18 campaign may be used for a future campaign or disposed of under

19 (b)(2) - (5) of this section.

20 * Sec. 3. AS 15.13.070(a) is amended to read:

21 (a) A  person or group, including but not limited to all politi-

22 cal committees, businesses, corporations, and l abor unions, may not

23 contribute to or expend more than §1,000 a year o n  behalf of or in

24 opposition to the competing candidates for each elective office and

25 may not contribute more than §10,000 in the a ggregate a yea r  to a

26 political party and its s u b d i v i s i o n s . Political parties and their

27 subdivisions are not subject to the limitation pr escribed in this

28 subsection, but they are subject to the reporting requirements pre-

29 scribed by A S  15.13.040(b) and 15.13.110. The state, agencies of the
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1 state, publ ic  cor po ra ti ons  of the state, an d the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska

2 m a y  not us e public funds to support or opp os e the e l e c t i o n  of a candi-

3 date or on be ha lf  of or in o p p o s i t i o n  to a  ba ll o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  or

4 question. A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  not use p u b l i c  funds of the a n m i c i p a l i t y

5 to support or o p p o s e  the el ec t i o n  of a candidate o r  o n  b eha l f  of or in

6 o pp os it io n to a ballot p r o p o s i t i o n  or question. T hi s  c h a p t e r  does not

7 prohibit

8 (1) a candidate from c o n tr ib uti ng  more than $1, 00 0 of the

9 candidate's own m o n e y  to the candidate's own  campaign; [OR]

10 (2) individuals or groups, including but not limite d to all

11 political committees, businesses, corporations, and labor unions, from

12 contributing to or e xpending on b eh a l f  of or in o p p o s i t i o n  to a ballot

13 pr o p o s i t i o n  or q u e s t i o n  more than $1,000 a year; however, these con-

14 tributions and exp en di tu res  shall be reported in a cc or d a n c e  wi t h

15 AS 15.13.040 and 1 5 . 1 3 . 1 1 0 ; or

16 (3) the state, agencies of the state, p u b l i c  corporations

17 of the state, the U n i ver si ty  of Alaska, or a m u n i c i p a l i t y  from using

18 public funds of the state or the m u ni ci pa lit y for ne u t r a l  informa-

19 tional purposes in connection w i t h  a ballot p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  question;

20 however, these expe nd itu re s shall be reported in ac cor d a n c e  w i t h

21 AS 15.13.040 and 1 5 . 1 3 . 1 1 0 .

22 * Sec. 4. AS 15.13.070 is amended by adding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

23 (i) A  c o n t r i b u t i o n  accepted by a candidate m ay not be used by

24 the candidate as pe rs on al  income at any time.

25 * Sec. 5. AS 15.13 is amend ed  by adding n e w  a s e c t i o n  to read:

26 Sec. 15.13.075. C AMP AI GN  A C T I V I T I E S  BY LOBBYISTS. (a) A n

27 individual wh o is r egistered as a lobbyist u nd er AS 24.45 may con-

28 tribute the lobbyist's ow n money, goods, and services to a candidate,

29 subject to the limits of AS  15.13.070.

- ..   '
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(b) A  lobbyist m a y  no t

(1) serve as a c a m p a i g n  t r e a s u r e r  or d e p u t y  c a m p a i g n  trea­

surer f or  a ca ndidate f o r  g o v e rn or,  lieutenant governor, o r  th e l e g i s­

lature; or

(2) receive, co llect, handle, disburse, or a c c ou nt  for 

c a m p a i g n  contri bu tio ns  fo r a  c a n d i d a t e  for go vernor, lieutenant g o v e r­

nor, o r  the legislature.

(c) In (b) of this section, "lobbyist"

(1) m ea ns  a p e r s o n  w h o  has r eg is t e r e d  u n d e r  AS 24 . 4 5 . 0 4 1  

w i t h i n  the last 12 m o n t h s  a n d  is d e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  A S  2 4 . 4 5 . 1 7 1 ( 8 ) ( A ) ;

(2) does not i n c l u d e  a v o l u n t e e r  lobbyist d e s c r i b e d  in

AS 2 4 . 4 5 . 1 61( a) (1 ) or a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  lobbyist as d e f i n e d  under

r e g u l at io ns  of the commiss io n.

* Sec. 6. AS 15.13.110(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) Each ca n d i d a t e  and g r o u p  shall m a k e  a full report in a c c o r­

dance w i t h  AS 15 .13.040 d u r i n g  the period ending three days bef or e the

due d a t e  of the report and  b e g i n n i n g  on the last day  cover ed b y  the 

most recent pr evious repo rt , or, if a first report, all c o n t r i bu ti ons  

rec eived and e x p e n d i t u r e s  m a d e  be fo re three days before the due  d ate 

of the report. The repo rt  shall be filed [AT T H E  FO LLOWING TIMES:]

(1) 30 days b ef o r e  the election; however, this report is

not r e q u i r e d  if the d e a d l i n e  for filing a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  or 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  is w i t h i n  30 days of the election;

(2) one w e e k  b e f o r e  the election;

(3) 10 [TEN] d a y s  a f t e r  the election; and

(4) J a n u a r y  31 [ D E C E M B E R  31 OF E A C H  YEAR] for

(A) e x p e n d i t u r e s  m a d e  a n d  contri bu tio ns  r e c e i v e d  that

[WHICH] w e r e  not  r e p o r t e d  d u r i n g  the p re vi o u s  [THAT] y e a r ^

(B) d i s p o s a l s  of c a m p a i g n  funds u n d e r  AS 1 5.13.041(b)



riRht of appeal to the superior court.

(d) A  person who fails to identify communications as required by 

AS 15.13.090 is subject to a civil penalty of not more than $250. The 

d et ermination of the commission is subject to a riRht of appeal to the
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that w e r e  not s p ent o r  o b l i R a t e d  during the e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i R n ;  or

(C) c a m p a i g n  f u n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to an  a c c o u n t  f or a

future c a m p a i R n .

* Sec. 7. AS 15.13.110(b) is amended to read:

(b) Each  contribution or expenditure that [WHICH] exceeds $250 

and that [WHICH] is made wi t h i n  ni n e  days [ONE WEEK] of the election 

shall be reported to the c o m mi ss io n by date, amount, and contributor 

or recipient within 24 hours of receipt or expenditure by  the candi­

date or campaign treasurer.

* Sec. 8. AS 15.13.125 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.13.125. CIVIL PENALTY [ :LATE FILING IF REQUIRED R E­

PORTS] .

£a) A person who fails to file a properly completed ana certified 

report wi th i n  the time required by AS 15.13.110(a)(1), (3), (4) or

15.13.110(d) is subject to a civil penalty of not more than $10 a day 

[FOR EACH DAY THE DELINQUENCY C ONTINUES AS DETERMINED BY THE COMMIS­

SION SUBJECT TO RIGHT OF APPE AL  TO  T HE  SUPERIOR C O U R T ] .

(b) A person who fails to file a properly completed and certi­

fied report within the time required by AS 15.13.110(a)(2) or 15.13.- 

110(b) is subject to a civil pena lt y of not more than $50 a day [FOR 

EACH DAY THE  DELINQUENCY CONTINUES AS DETERMINED BY THE  COMMISSION 

SUBJECT TO RIGHT OF APPEAL TO THE SUPERIOR COURT].

(c) The commission may assess the civil penalty for each day the 

commission determines that the delinquency continues u n d e r  (a) - (b) 

of this section. The determ in at io n of the commission is subject to a



1 superior court.

2 iei A n  affidavit stating facts in mitig at io n may be submitted to

3 the commission by a person against w h o m  a civil penalty is assessed.

4 (f ) The [HOWEVER, THE] i mposition of the penalties prescribed in

5 this section or in AS 15.13.120 does not excuse that person from

6 filing reports required by this chapter.

7 * Sec. 9. Sections 1, 3, 5, 7, and 8 of this Act take effect immedi-

8 ately under AS 01.10.070(c).

9 * Sec. 10. Sections 2, 4, and 6 of this Act take effect February 1,

10 1991.
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