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Offered: 4/28/89 6-1209D
Referred: Rules

Original sponsors: Faiks, Halford
Kelly, et al.

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
¥ e CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 277 (Finance)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a commission to investigate the
Exxon Valdez oil spill disaster and torecommend
changes needed to minimize the possibility and ef-
fects of similar oil spills; and providing for an
effective date.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL COMMISSION. (@) There is estab-
lished in the Office of the Governor the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Commission.
The commission consists of seven members appointed by the governor.

(b) The seven members must include

(€D a chair who is a distinguished state resident committed to
impartial fact-finding and who is not a state or federal -employee or an
employee of a company that is part of the oil industry; and

) six personswho are not affiliated with any party directly
related to the Exxon Valdez disaster, including at least one person with
relevant scientific and technical knowledge and one person with business
experience involving petroleum production or transportation.

(c) The commission may hire staff it considers necessary to perform
its duties, including legal counsel.

(d) Members of the commission serve without compensation, but nongov-
ernmental members are entitled to $150 per day while on commission business
plus per diem and travel expenses authorized for boards and commissions
under AS 39.20.180.

* Sec. 2. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION, (@) The commission shall gather
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have the deposition of witnesses taken in a manner prescribed by court rule
or law for the taking of depositions in civil actions when consistent with
the duties assigned to the commission.

(¢) On a majority vote of the commission, subpoenas and subpoenas
duces tecum may be issued and served in the manner prescribed by AS 44.62.-
430(b) and (c) and court rule. The failure, refusal, or neglect to obey a
subpoena 1is punishable as contempt in the manner prescribed by law or court
rule. The superior court may compel obedience to the commission®s subpoena
in the same manner as prescribed for obedience to a subpoena issued by the
court.

(d) State agencies shall, to the extent permitted by Jlaw, cooperate
with the commission and provide it with information it requests for carry—
ing out its duties.

(e) The commission is governed by AS 44.62.310.

* Sec. 4. This Act 1is repealed March 21, 1990.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect immediately under AS01.10.070(c).
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