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BY T H E  L A B O R  A N D  
C O M MERCE COM M I T T EE1 IN THE SENATE

CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO

IN T H E  L E G I S LATURE O F  THE STATE O F  A L A S K A

SIX TE E N T H  L EGISLATURE - F IRST S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the p r a c t i c e  of acupuncture

7 BE IT ENAC T E D BY THE L E GI S LATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

* Section 1. PURPOSE. The health, safety, and w e l f a r e of the pe o p l e  of

9 the state are best served by the establishment of an orderly s y s t e m  of

10 licensure for the p ra ctice of acupuncture in the state. The rapid develop-

11 ment of the profession, including the e st a blishment of national standards

12 for the education and practice of acupuncturists, ha s  resul t e d  in i n creased

13 public interest and increased demand for access to q u a l i f i e d  acupunctur-

* Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended by adding a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read

CHAPTER 06. A C U P U NC T U R E

Sec. 08.06.010. PRACTICE OF A C U P U N C T U R E  W I T H O U T  LICENSE PR O H I B

ITED. A person may not practice acupuncture without a license.

Sec. 08.06.020. A PPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A  p e r s o n  d e s i r i n g  to

practice acupuncture shall apply in w r i t i n g  to the department

Sec. 08.06.030. LICENSE T O  PRACTICE A C U P U N C T U R E person

is qualified to receive a license to p r a c t i c e  acupuncture

person

is of good moral character; 

is at least 21 years of age

either

(A) has completed a course of study consistent wi t h  

the core curriculum and guidelines of the National C o u n c i l  of 

Acupuncture Schools and Colleges at a  school of ac u p u n c t u re
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a p p r o v e d  b y  the depart n e n t ;  or

(B) is l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i ce  a c u p u n c t u r e  in a n o t h e r  

state that has a c u p u n c t u r e  lic e n s i ng  r e q ui r e m e n t s  equiv a l e n t to 

those of this state;

(4) is q u a l i f i e d  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  the N a t i o n a l  Coun c i l  

for the C e r t i f i c a t i o n  of A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  as a d i p l o m a t e  in acupuncture;

(5) doe s not h a v e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  o r  u n r e s o l v e d  

complaint p e n d i n g  at the t ime of application; a n d

(6) has not h a d  a lice n s e  to p r a c t i c e  a cu p u ncture s u s p e n d e d  

or revo k e d  in this state or in a n o t h e r  state, territory, or province.

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  shall i ss u e  a license to p ra ctice a c u p u n c t u re  

to e a c h  p e r s o n  w h o is q u a l i f i e d  and who pays the approp r i at e  fee.

(c) Ea c h  p e r s o n  l i c e n s ed  to p r a ctice ac u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  this 

chap t e r  shall d i s p la y  the license in a co n sp i c u o u s  p l a c e  w h e r e  the 

licensee practices.

Sec. 08.06.040. R E N E W A L  O F  LICENSE. The depar t m e nt  ma y  not 

r e n e w  a license u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  unless the applicant

(1) d e m o n s t r a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c e  as an acupu n c t u r i st  

in a m a n n e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the d e p a rt m e n t  in regulations; and

(2) submits p r o o f  that the a p p l i c a n t  mai n t a i ns  c e r t i f i c a­

tion by the N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  for the C e r t i f i c a t i o n  of A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  

as a d i p l o m a t e  of acupuncture.

Sec. 08.06.050. D IS C L OSURE. (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  prac t i c e s  a c u­

punc t u r e  shall d i s c l o s e  that the pe r son's t r a i n i n g  and p ra c t i c e  are in 

a c u p uncture

(1) to e a c h  patient; and

(2) on all material used in the practice of acupuncture and 

BMde available to patients or to the public.

(b) A  person who practices acupuncture without being covered by
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m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s urance shall d i s c l o s e  to e a c h  patient that the person 

does not h a v e  the insurance.

Sec. 08.06.060. RES T R I C T I O NS  O N  P R AC T I C E  OF A C U P UN C T U R E .  A  

p e r s on  w h o  p r a ctices acupuncture m a y  not

(1) give, prescribe, or r e c o m m e n d  in the p r a c t i c e  a

(A) p r e s c r i p t i o n  drug;

(B) contr o l l e d  substance;

(C) poison;

(2) engage in surgery; or

(3) use the w o r d  "p h ys i c i a n "  in the person's t itle unless 

the p e r s o n  is also licensed as a physician.

Sec. 08.06.070. GROUNDS FO R  I M P O S I T I O N  OF D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C­

TIONS. A f t e r  a hearing, the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  impose a disc i p l i na r y  

sanct i o n  o n  a p e r s o n  licensed u n d e r  this chapter w h e n  the department 

finds that the licensee

(1) secured a license t h r o u g h  deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misre p r e s e n ta t i o n ;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the course of p r oviding p r o f e s s i o n a l  services or e n ga g i n g  in 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  activities;

(3) advertised pr o f e s s i o n a l  services in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;

(4) has b een convicted of a felony or o t h e r  crime that 

affects the licensee's ability to contin u e  to practice compet e n t l y  and 

safely;

(5) intentionally or n e g l i g e n t l y  engaged in p a t i e n t  care, 

or p e r m i t t e d  the perfor m an c e  of p at i e n t  care by p e r s o n s u nder the 

licensee's supervision, that does not c o n f or m  to m i n i m u m  pro f e s s i o na l  

standards regardless of w h e t h e r  actual injury to the patie n t  occurred;
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1 (6) failed to comply w ith this chapter, w i t h  a regulation

2 adopted u n d e r  this chapter, or with an order of the department;

3 (7) continued to practice a f t e r  becoming unfit due to

4 (A) professional incompetence;

5 (B) failure to keep informed of current professional

6 practices;

7 (C) addiction tp or severe dependency on alcohol or

8 o ther drugs that impairs the ability to practice safely;

9 (P) physical or mental disability; or

10 (8) engaged in lewd of immoral conduct in connection with

11 the delivery of professional service to patients.

12 Sec. 08.06.080. EXEMPTION. This chapter does not apply to a

13 person who practices acupuncture u nder AS 08.36 or AS 08.64.

14 Sec. 08.06.090. PENALTY. A p e r s o n  who violates this chapter or

15 a r e gulation adopted under this chapter is guilty of a class B misde-

16 meanor.

17 Sec. 08.06.100. REGULATIONS. The department may adopt regula-

18 tions to implement this chapter, including regulations establishing

19 (1) standards for the practice of acupuncture;

20 (2) standards for continuing education and training;

21 (3) a code of ethics for the practice of acupuncture.

22 Sec. 08.06.190. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter
4

23 (1) "acupuncture" means a form of healing developed from

24 traditional Chinese medical concepts that uses the stimulation of

25 certain points on or near the surface of the body by the insertion of

26 needles to prevent or modify the perce p t i o n  of pai n  or to normalise

27 physiological functions;

28 (2) "department" means th« Department of Commerce and

29 Economic Development;
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1 (3) "practice of acupuncture" m eans the insertion of ster-

2 ile a cupuncture n e e d l e s  and the ap p l i c at i o n  of m o x ib u s t i o n  to specific

3 areas of the h u m an  b o d y  b as e d  u p o n  acupuncture diagnosis; the pr a c t i c e

4 of acupuncture includes adjunctive therapies involving mechanical,

5 thermal, electrical, and electromagnetic treatment and the recommenda-

6 tion of dietary guidelines and therapeutic exercise.

7 * Sec. 3. AS 0 8 .01.010 is amended by adding a new par a g r a p h to read:

8 (31) regul a t i o n  of acupuncturists under AS 08.06.

9 * Sec. 4. AS 08.01.050(a) is amended to read:

10 (a) The department shall perform the following adminis t r a t i v e

11 and b u dgetary services w h e n  appropriate:

12 (1) collect and record fees;

13 (2) m a i n t a i n  records and files;

14 (3) issue and receive application forms;

15 (4) not i f y  applicants of acceptance or rejection as deter-

16 mi n e d  by the b oard or as determined by the department u nder AS 08.06

17 for acupuncturists, under AS 08.11 for audiologists, under AS 08.45

18 for naturopaths, or under AS 08.55 for hear i n g  aid dealers;

19 (5) designate dates examinations are to be held and n o ti f y

20 applicants;

21 (6) p u b l i s h  notice of examinations and proceedings;

22 (7) arrange space for hold i n g  examinations and proceedings;

23 (8) not i fy  applicants of results of examinations;

24 (9) issue licenses or temporary licenses as authorized by

25 the b oard or as authorized by the department u nder AS 08.06 for acu-

26 p u n c t u r i s t s , u n d e r  AS 08.11 for audiologists, under AS 08.45 for

27 naturopaths, or u nd e r  AS 08.55 for h e ar i n g  aid dealers;

28 (10) issue duplicate licenses upo n  submission of a w r i t t e n

29 request by the licensee attesting to loss of or the failure to receive
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1 the o r i g i n a l  a n d  p a y m e n t  b y  t he  l ic en see  of a fee e s t a b l i s h e d  b y

2 r e g u l a t i p n  ad o p t e d  b y  the department;

3 (11) n o t i f y  licensees of r e n e w a l  d a te s at least 30 days

4 b e f o r e  the a s p i r a t i o n  date of t h e i r  licenses;

5 (12) cosq>ile and m a i n t a i n  a curre nt r e g i s t e r  of licensees;

6 (13) a n s w e r  routine inquiries;

7 (14) m a i n t a i n  files r e l a t i n g  to i nd iv i d u a l  licensees;

8 (15) a r r a n g e  for p r i n t i n g  and  ad ve rt i s i n g ;

9 (14) p u r c h a s e  supplies;

10 (17) e m p l o y  ad ditional h e l p  w h e n  needed;

11 (18) p e r f o r m  other services that m a y  be r e q u e s t e d  b y  the

12 board;

13 (19) p r o v i d e  inspection, e n f or cem en t,  and  i nv e s t i g a t i v e

14 services to the bo ar d s  and for the o c c u p a t i o n s  li ste d in AS  08.01.010,

15 r e g a r d i n g  all licenses issued by or t h r o u g h  the department;

16 (20) r e t a i n  and s a f e g u a r d  the o ff ic ia l seal of a b o a r d  and

17 prepare, sign, and affix a b o a r d  seal, as a p p r op ria te , for licenses

18 ap pr o v e d  by a board;

19 (21) issue business licenses u n d e r  AS  43.70.

20 * Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 02 .0 10 (a)  is a m e n d e d  to read:

21 (a) A n  a cu pu nc tur is t l ic ensed u n d e r  A S  08.06. an audiol og is t

22 l ic en sed  u n de r AS 08.11, a p e r s o n  li ce n s e d  in the state as a chiro-

23 p r a e t o r  un de r A S  08.20, a dentis t u n d e r  AS 08.36, a m e d i c a l  practi-

24 tio n e r  o r  o s t e o p a t h  under AS  08.64, a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  u n d e r  A S  00.68,

25 a n  o ptometrist u n d e r  AS 08.72, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h a r m a c i s t  u n d e r  AS  08.80,

26 a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  therapist o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t herapist u n d e r

27 AS  08.84, t ps yc h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS  08.86, or a c l i n i c a l  soci al  w o r k e r

28 li ce n s e d  un de r AS 08.95, shall u s e  as  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

29 a p p r o p r i a t e  l e tt er s or a  t itle a f t e r  that p e r s o n ' s  n a m e  w h i c h
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1 represents that person's sp e c i f i c  field of practice. The letters or

2 title shall app e a r  on all signs, stationery^ or o t h e r  advertising in

3 w h i c h  the p e r s o n  offers or d i splays personal p r o f e s s i o n a l  services to

4 the public. In addition, a p e r s o n  engaged in the p ra ctice of medicine

5 or oste o p a th y  as defi n e d  in AS 08.64.380, or a p e r s o n  engaged in any

6 m a n n e r  in the h e a l i n g  arts who  diagnoses, treats, tests, or counsels

7 o t h e r  persons in relat i o n to h u m a n  health or d i s e a s e  and uses the

8 letters "M.D." or the title "doctor" or "physician" or another title

9 that tends to show that the p e r s o n  is will i ng  or q u a l i f i e d to diag-

10 nose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the let-

11 ters or title by adding the appropriate s pecialist designation, if

12 any, such as "dermatologist", "radiologist", " a u d i o l o g i s t " , "naturo-

13 path", or the like.

14 * Sec. 6. AS 08.36 is a m e nd e d  by adding a new s e c t i o n  to read:

15 Sec. 08.36.114. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  FOR A C U P U N C T U R E  APPLICANTS. An

16 applicant for a license to p e r f o r m  acupuncture in the regular practice

17 of d en tistry shall be licensed u nder AS 0 8 . 36.100 and shall satisfy

18 those requirements of exper i en c e  or e d ucation in the practice of

19 ac u p u n ct u r e  as may be adop t e d  by the board.

20 * Sec. 7. AS 08.64.170(a) is amended to read:

21 (a) A person may not practice medicine, podiatry, or osteopathy

22 [ . O R  ACUPUNCTURE] in the state unless the p e r s o n  is licensed under

23 this chapter, except that

24 (1) a p h y s i c i a n  assistant may examine, dia g n o s e^  or treat

25 p e r s o n s  under the supervision, control, and re s po n s i b i l i ty  of either a

26 p h y s i c i a n  licensed u n d e r  this chapter or a p h y s i c i a n  exempted frosi

27 li censing u n d e r  AS 08.64.370;

28 (2) a ph ys i c i a n - t r a i n e d  mobile intensive care paramedic may

29 r en d e r  emergency lifesa vi ng  service; and
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(3) [A PERSON LICENSED U N D E R  AS 08.36 M A Y  PERF O R M  A C U P U N C­

TURE IN THE REGULAR PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY, SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS 

OF T H E  B O A R D  OF DENTAL EXAMINERS; A N D

(A)] a person wh o  is licensed or authorized u n d e r another 

chapter of this title may engage in a practice that is authorized 

u nder that chapter.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.64.180 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.180. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  who desires 

to practice medicine or [,] osteopathy [OR ACUPUNCTURE] in the state 

shall apply in writing to the department for a license.

* Sec. 9. AS 09.55.560(1) is amended to read:

(1) "health care provider" means an acupuncturist licensed 

under AS 08.06; an audiologist licensed under AS 08.11; a chiropractor 

licensed under AS 08.20; a dental hygienist licensed u nder AS 08.32; a 

dentist licensed under AS 08.36; a nurse licensed u nder AS 08.68; a 

d ispensing optician licensed under AS 08.71; a natur o p a t h  licensed 

under AS 08.45; an optometrist licensed under AS 08.72; a pharmacist 

licensed u nder AS 08.80; a physical therapist or occupational t h e ra­

pist licensed under AS 08.84; a physician licensed under AS 08.64; a 

podiatrist; a psychologist and a psychological associate licensed 

u n d e r AS 08.86; and a hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a 

g o v ernmentally owned or operated hospital; a corporate entity covered

u n d e r  AS 21. 8 8 .0 5 0 ( b )(11); and an employee of a health care provider

acting w i t h i n  the course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 10. AS 18.23.070(3) is amended to read:

(3) "health care provider" means an acupuncturist licensed 

u n d e r AS 08.06; a chiropractor licensed u nder AS 08.20; a dental 

hygienist licensed under AS 08.32; a dentist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.36; 

a nurse licensed under AS 08.68; a dispensing optician licensed under
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AS 08.71; an optometrist licensed under AS 08.72; a pharmacist l i­

censed under AS 08.80; a physical therapist or occupational therapist 

l icensed under AS 08.84; a physician licensed u n d e r AS 08.64; a p o d i a­

trist; a psychologist and a psychological associate licensed u n d e r  

AS 08.86; and a hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a 

g overnmentally owned or operated hospital; a corporate entity c o v e re d  

u n d e r  AS 21.88.050(b)(1); and an employee of a health care p r o v i d e r  

acting within the course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 11. AS 21.42 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 21.42.353. CO V ERAGE FOR COSTS OF AC U PU N C T U R E  TREATMENT. A n  

insurer authorized u n d e r  AS 21.09 to offer, issue for delivery, d e l i v­

er, or renew a disability insurance policy in the state, or a h os p i t a l  

or medical service corporation authorized u n d e r  AS 21.87 to o ffer or 

renew a subscriber's contract, may offer coverage for services of an 

acupuncturist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.06 if the policy or contract covers 

acupuncture treatment by a health care p r o v i d e r  who is subject to 

o ther provisions of AS 08.

* Sec. 12. AS 21.88.900(9) is amended to read:

(9) "health care provider" means an acupuncturist licensed 

u n d e r  AS 08.06; an audiologist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.11; a chiropractor 

licensed under AS 08.20; a dental hygienist licensed u nder AS 08.32; a 

dentist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.36; a nurse licensed u n d e r  AS 08.68; a 

dispe n si n g  optician licensed under AS 08.71; an optometrist l i c ensed 

u n d e r  AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.80; a p h ys i c a l  

therapist or occupational therapist licensed under AS 08.84; a p h y s i­

cian licensed under AS 08.64; a podiatrist; a psychologist a n d  a 

psychological associate licensed under AS 08.86; a hospital as d e f i n e d  

in AS 18.20.130, i n cluding a g o v e m m e n t a l l y  owned or operated h o s p i­

tal; a corporate entity covered under AS 21.88.050(b)(ll); an e ^ l o y e e
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of a h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  the co ur s e  and  s c o pe  o f  e m

p l o y m e n t ;

* Sec. 13. A S  2 1 . 8 8 . 9 0 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(18) " a c u p u n c t u r i s t "  m eans a p e r s o n  l i c en s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.06.

* Sec. 14. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 ( 9 )  is a m e nd e d  to read:

(9) " p r a c t i t i o n e r  of the h e a l i n g  arts" includes a c u p u n c t­

urists , chiropr a c t or s ,  d e n t a l  hygienists, dentists, h e a l t h  aides, 

nurses, n u r s e  p r a ct i t i o n e r s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  therapists, o c c u p a t i o n a l  

therapy assist a n t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  os t e o p a th s ,  n a t u ropaths, p h y sical 

therapists, p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  assistants, physicians, p h y s i c i a n ' s  

assistants, p s y c h i a t r is t s ,  ps yc h o l o g i s ts ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  associates, 

audiologists licen s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.11, h e a r i n g  aid d e a l e r s  licensed 

under A S  08.55, rel i g i ou s  h e a l i n g  p r a c ti t i o n e r s ,  and surgeons;

* Sec. 15. AS 0 8 .64.207 and 08.6 4 . 3 8 0( 1 )  are repealed.
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