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SENATE B I L L  NO. 131

IN T H E  L E G I SL AT URE  OF T H E  S T ATE  OF A L A S K A

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "A n Act r el ating to the Railbelt ec on o m i c  a ss is t a n c e

7 and recovery fund; and pr o v i d i n g  for an  e f f e c t i v e

8 date."

9 B E  IT ENACTED BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. SHORT TITLE. This Ac t m a y  be k n o w n  as the Ra il b e l t

11 Economic A ss is t a n c e  and R ec ove ry  Act.

12 * Sec. 2. FINDINGS A N D  PURPOSE. (a) The legislature finds that the

13 economic dow nt u r n  ex p e r i e n c e d  by the state as a result of the d e c l i n e  in

14 world oil prices has been e specially se v e r e  in the Rai lb el t area b e c a u s e  it

15 is more deve lop ed  and u r b a n  than o ther areas of the state. The d e cl in e in

16 property values has b e e n  espec ial ly  s ig n i f i c a n t  in the Rai lb el t area d u r i n g

17 the last several years. This decline in pr op er ty va lu es  has c o i nci de d w i t h

18 a decrease in state revenue available to mu ni cip alities. The result has

19 been an e specially serious decline in the amount of r e v enu e avai lab le  to

20 Railbelt municipalities.

21 (b) The purpose of this l e g i s la tio n is to provi de  special financial

22 assistance to Railbelt m u n i ci pa lit ie s to offset the loss of m u n i c i p a l

23 revenues experi en ce d over the last seve ra l years and to en courage ec on o m i c

24 recovery in that po r t i o n  of the state that has b e e n  the most se verely

25 affected by the current economic d o w n t u r n  in the state.

26 * Sec. 3. R A I L B E L T  ECONOMI C A S S I S T A N C E  A N D  R EC O V E R Y  FUND. (a) The re

27 is established in the Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the Railbelt ec on o m i c

28 assistance and recovery fund c on si s t i n g  of app rop ri at io ns to the fund.

29 Within 60 days a f te r receipt of an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the fund, the enti re
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1 am ou nt shall be  d i s t r i b u t e d  by the de par t m e n t  to ea c h  R ai lb el t m u n i c i p a l i t y

2 o n  a p e r  c a p i t a  basis.

3 (b) F o r  p ur po s e s  of d e t e r m i n i n g  the amount of an e n t i t le men t un der

4 (a) of this section, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall d e t er mi ne  the p o p u l a t i o n  of the

5 m u n i c i p a l i t y  b a s e d  on  the latest figu res  of the Uni t e d  States B u r e a u  of the

6 Ce ns us or o t h e r  re liable data. T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of a b o r o u g h  shall be

7 ca lcu l a t e d  b y  su b t r a c t i n g  the p o p u l a t i o n  of ea c h  city in the borough.

8 (c) I n  this s e ct io n "R ail be lt  m u n i c i pa li ty"  means a m u n i c i p ali ty , as

9 that term is d e f i n e d  in AS 0 1 . 10. 06 0,  located w i t h i n  25 m iles of the right-

10 of- wa y of the A l a s k a  R ai l r o a d  or a  city locat ed  w i t h i n  a b o r o u g h  located

11 w i t h i n  25 m i l e s  of the r i g h t - o f - w a y  of the A l a s k a  Railroad.

12 * Sec. 4. This Act is r e p e a l e d  July 1, 1990.

13 * Sec. 5. This Act takes ef fe c t  immediately u nd er AS 01.10.070(c).


