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BY  D U NC AN , ZHAROFF AND
1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  E L I A S O N

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 115

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

5 A  B ILL

6 Fo r a n  Act entitled: "An  Act c re a t i n g  an Al a s k a  N a t i v e  Affairs Commis-

7 sion."

8 BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.19 is a m e n d e d  by adding new s e c t i o n s  to read:

10 AR T I C L E  17. A L A S K A  NATIVE AFFAI RS COM MI SS IO N.

11 Sec. 44.19.561. CR EATION OF COMMISSION. (a) T h e r e  is created

12 in the Office of the Gov e r n o r  the Ala sk a Na t i v e  A f f a i r s  Commission.

13 The com mi s s i o n  consists of the attorney general, the c om missioner of

14 co mm erc e and e co no mi c development, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of community a n d

15 reg io na l affairs, the c om mi s s i o n e r  of education, the co mm issioner of

16 fish a n d  game, and the c o mm iss io ne r of he al th and so ci al services, or

17 their designees, and nine m e mb ers  appointed by the governor.

18 (b) The membe rs  a p p oi nte d by the g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  (a) of this

19 s e c t i o n  shall be residents of the state. In m a k i n g  the appointments,

20 the g ove rn or  shall consider

21 (1) the r ecommendations made by A l a s k a  N at i v e  corporations,

22 A l a s k a  Native nonprofit associations, Al ask a N a t i v e  fraternal orga-

23 nizations, and other groups and persons h avi n g  an interest in A l a s k a

24 Na t i v e  affairs;

25 (2) statewide geo gr ap hic al  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the commis-

26 sion.

27 Sec. 44.19.562. MEETINGS. A ma jority of the members constitutes

28 a q u o r u m  for cond uc ti ng  b us in es s and e x e r c i s i n g  the powers of the

29 commission. The commis si on  shall meet at the call of the chair, at
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1 the request of a majority of the members, or at a regularly scheduled

2 time as determined by a m aj o r i t y  of the members.

3 Sec. 44.19.563. TE R M  OF O F F I C E  AND COMPENSATION. (a) Each

4 a p p o int ed  member shall serve a term of four years. A  vacancy shall be

5 filled for the balance of the u n e xpi re d term in the same manner as

6 original appointments.

7 (b) Members of the co mmi s s i o n  do not receive compensation for

8 their services but are e nti tl ed  to per d i e m  and travel expenses author

9 ized by law for commissions u n d e r  AS 39.20.180.

10 Sec. 44.19.564. POWERS A N D  DUTIES. (a) The co mmission may

11 (1) study and analyze all facts relating to laws, regula-

12 tions, and guidelines w i t h  respect to Al as k a  Native affairs, including

13 issues of health, education, and economic development;

14 (2) act as a c le aringhouse and coordinating body for mat-

15 ters concerning Alaska Natives and the state and for information

16 re lating to the affairs of A l a s k a  Natives;

17 (3) cooperate w i t h  public and private agencies in joint

18 efforts to study and resolve problems of Alaska Natives in the state;

19 (4) disseminate the results of research and data compiled

20 by the commission by p u b l i c a t i o n  and other methods such as public

21 hearings, conferences, and seminars;

22 (5) recommend legislative and administrative action on

23 matters relating to A la s k a  Nati ve affairs;

24 (6) select and retain the services of consultants whose

25 advice is necessary to assist the commission in ob taining information;

26 (7) establish s ta nd ing  committees among the members to

27 investigate and make re commendations on issues of concern;

28 (8) create task forces composed of c ommission members and

29 other experts;
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(9) accept monetary gifts or grants from the federal g ov­

ernment, private corporations, charitable foundations, professional 

associations, or other sources for implementation of programs neces­

sary or desirable for carrying out the general purposes of the commis­

sion;

(10) hire an executive director and additional administra­

tive staff as necessary to the commission's function.

(b) The commission shall elect one of its appointed members as

chair and may select other commission officers as it considers neces­

sary .

(c) By January 15 of each year the commission shall file a 

report with the governor and the legislature of its proceedings for 

the previous calendar year and shall submit recommendations for 

legislative and administrative action.

* Sec. 2. Notwithstanding AS 44.19.563, enacted by sec. 1 of this Act,

16 the governor shall set the terms of the initial nine members of the Alaska

17 Native Affairs Commission appointed under AS 44.19.561, enacted by sec. 1

18 of this Act, so that three members serve for one year, three members serve

19 for two years, and three members serve for three years.
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