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B Y  S T U R G U L E W S K I , DU N C A N  
IN T H E  SENATE A N D  UEHL I N G

SENATE B I L L  NO. Ill 

I N  THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE S TATE OF A L A S K A  

SIXTEENTH L E G I SL A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A  BILL

F or an Act entitled: "An Act relating to b o a t i n g  safety, b o a t i n g  a c c i­

dents, and boa t numbering; and p ro viding f o r  an 

effective d a t e .”

BE IT ENACTED BY  TH E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 05.25 is amended by adding ne w  sections to read:

ARTICLE 1. BOATING SAFETY.

Sec. 05.25.200. BOATING SAFETY EDUCATION. The department shall 

offer public education programs designed to reduce boating accidents. 

The department may cooperate w i t h  or a ward contracts to g o v e r n m e n t  

agencies and private organizations to provide b o a t i n g  safety e d u c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m s .

Sec. 05.25.210. SAFETY EQUIPMENT. (a) A boat must c a rr y  and 

exhibit b e t w e en  sunset and sunrise at least one w h i t e  light to show 

all around the horizon.

(b) A boat must carry at least one readily acces s i b l e  life 

preserver, lifebelt, ring buoy, or other device of a type a p p r o v e d  by 

the United States Coast Guard for each person on the boat. A  boat 

carrying passengers for hire shall carry at least one readily a c c e s s i­

ble life preserver of a type approved by the U n i t e d  States C oast G u a r d  

for passenger-carrying boats for each p e r s o n  on the boat.

(c) The commissioner m a y  require b y  r e g u l a t i on  that a b o a t  or 

class of boats carry additional equipment nec e s s a ry  for the sa f e t y  of 

persons and property. To the extent d e t e r m i n ed  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  to 

be consistent with the safety of persons and property, the r e g u l a t i on s
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a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  must c o n f o r m  to the a p p l i c a b l e  r e g u l a­

tions of the U n i t e d  States C oast Guard.

Sec. 05.25.220. DI V E R ' S  FLAG, (a) A  p e r s o n  who is in the w a t e r  

u s i n g  an u n d e r w a t e r  b r e a t h i n g  device m a y  d i s p l a y  a diver ' s  flag w h i l e  

d i v i n g  oper a t io n s  are in progress. T h e  d i v e r ' s  fla g  m a y  b e  d i s p l a y e d  

on  a boat or s u r f a c e  float, mus t  ext e n d  at least three feet a b o v e  the 

surf a c e  of the wa t e r , and must be p l a c e d  at o r  nea r  the p o i n t  of 

submergence. A  d i v e r  shall r e m a i n  w i t h i n  100 feet of the d i v e r’s flag 

w h i l e  at or n e a r  the surface. The d i v e r ' s  flag c o n s t i t u t e s  a w a r n i n g  

that a d i v e r  may be w i t h i n  100 feet of the flag. A  d i v e r ' s  f lag snist 

be c o n s t r u c t e d  of rigi d l y  s u p p o r t ed  m a t e r i a l  at least 12 inches h i g h  

by 12 inches w i d e  w i t h  a w h i t e  d ia gonal st r i p e o n  a red b a ck g r o u n d .

(b) A  boat o p e r a t o r  w i t h i n  sight of a d i v e r ' s  flag shall p r o c e e d  

w i t h  caution, s t e e r i n g  c lear of the flag by a d i s t a n c e  of at least 100 

feet. If, b e c a u s e  of the l o cation of the d i v e r ' s  flag, it is i m p o s s i­

ble to steer c l ea r  of the flag by at least 100 feet, t h e n  the boat 

op e r a t o r  shall p r o c e e d  at n o - wa k e  s peed or five m iles p e r  hour, w h i c h­

ever is n e c e s s a r y  to m a i n t a i n  steerage in the seaway.

(c) A  d i v e r ' s flag u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  be use d with, but not 

in place of, an I n t e r n a t i o na l  Code flag "A" if r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  33 

U.S.C. foll o w i n g  1602 (Rule 27, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  for P r e v e n t­

ing Colli s io n s  at Sea, 1972).

Sec. 05.25.230. P R O H I B I T E D  OPERATION. (a) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not 

operate a boat or m a n i p u l a t e  w a t e r skis, a surfboard, o r  a s i m i l a r  

device on state w a t e r  in a reckless o r  n e g l i g e n t  m a n n e r  so as to 

e n d a n g e r  the life or p r o p e r t y  of a n o t h er  person.

(b) A  p e r s o n  may not operate or g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  for a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n  to o p e r a t e  a boat that is not e q u i p p e d  as r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  and re g u l a t i o ns  a d op t e d  u n d er  this chapter.
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1 Sec. 05.25.290. A P P L I C A T I O N  OF  AS 05 . 2 5 . 2 1 0  - 05.25.290; REGU-

2 L A T I O N S . (a) A S  0 5 . 2 5 . 2 1 0  - 0 5 . 25.290 a p p l y  to boats operated I n

3 state water, ex c e p t  w h e n  inconsistent w i t h  a p p l i c a bl e  federal law, in

4 w h i c h  case fede r a l  law prevails.

5 (b) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall adopt re g u l a t i o ns  to isq>lement AS 05.

6 25.210 - 05.25.290. E a c h  r eg u l a t i o n  m ust specify those waters of the

7 state to w h i c h  the r e g u l a t i o n  applies. A  r e g u l a t i o n  m a y  not apply to

8 w a t e r where an i n c o n sistent federal law prevails.

9 A R T I C L E  2. B O A T I N G  ACCIDENTS.

10 Sec. 05.25.300. DUT I E S  OF OPE R A T O R S A N D  W I T NESSES A T  ACCIDENTS.

11 (a) The o p e r a t o r  of a boat that is i nv olved in an accident resulting

12 in injury or d e a t h  to a per s o n  or in d a m a g e  to p r o perty shall immed-

13 lately stop the boat as near as possible to the scene of the accident.

14 The operator shall r e m a i n  at the scene of the accident until the

15 operator has f u l f i l l ed  the requirements of (b) of this section.

16 (b) The o p e r a t o r  of a boat that is involved in an accident

17 ' resulting in injury or death to a p e r s o n  or in damage to p r op e r t y

18 shall

19 (1) give the name and address of e a c h  occupant of the boat

20 and identifying n u m b e r  of the boat that the o p erator is operating to

21 (A) the operator of any o th e r  boat involved in the

22 accident;

23 (B) the owner or a s u r v i v i n g  occupant of the o t h e r

24 boat or the o w n e r  of the damaged property; or

25 (C) another a ppropriate person; and

26 (2) r e n d e r  reasonable assistance to e a c h  p e r s o n  injured in

27 the accident, i n c l u d i n g  the conveying o r  p r o v i d i n g  for tha c o n v e y i n g

28 of the inju r e d  p e r s o n  to a p h y s i c ia n  o r  h os p i t a l  for medical treat-

29 ment, if it is apparent that treatment is necessary or if conveyance
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is requested by an injured person.

(c) A  witness to a  boating accident shall furnish the witness's 

name and address to an operator or occupant of each boat involved in 

the accident, to a p e r s o n  injured in the accident, and to the owner of 

property damaged in the accident.

Sec. 05.25.305. NOTICE OF ACCIDENT RESULTING IN DEATH O R  D I S A P­

PEARANCE. (a) Whe n a person dies as a result of an accident that 

involves a boat or its equipment or a person disappears from a boat, 

the operator shall, without delay, by the quickest means available, 

notify the department of the

(1) date, time, and exact location of the occurrence;

(2) name of each person who died or disappeared;

(3) number and name of the operator's boat; and

(4) name and address of the owner and the operator.

(b) If the operator of a boat cannot give the notice required 

under (a) of this section, the owner of the boat, if different from 

the operator, shall submit the report or cause the report to be su b­

mitted. If the operator and the owner of the boat cannot give the

notice, then each pe rs o n  present on the boat when the accident or

disappearance occurred shall notify the department or determine that 

the notice has been given.

Sec. 05.25.310. ACCIDENT REPORT REQUIRED. (a) The operator of 

a boat involved in an  accident, or the owner of the boat if the o p e r a­

tor cannot submit a report, shall submit a report of the accident to 

the department if the accident results in

(1) the d e a t h  of a person;

(2) injury to a person requiring medical treatment bey ond

first aid;

(3) the disappearance from the boat of a parson under 

SB 111 -4- S B O U l a



1 circumstances indicating d e a t h  or injury;

2 (4) damage to the boat or other prope rt y in an  aggregate

3 amount o£ mo r e  than $200; or

4 (5) complete loss of the boat.

5 (b) T he  department may  require a person w h o  submits an insuffi-

6 cient report u nd er this secti on  to file a supplemental report, and may

7 require a witne ss  to the accident to submit a report to the depart-

8 m e n t .

9 (c) A  report r eq uired under this section shall be s ub mitted in

10 the form and m a n n e r  p r es cr ib ed by the department within

11 (1) 48 hours a fter the accident if a person dies w i t h i n  24

12 hours after the accident;

13 (2) 48 hours a fter the accident if a person is injured and

14 requires medi ca l treatment bey on d first aid;

15 (3) 48 hours after the disappearance of a p e r s o n  from a

16 boat if circumstances indicate death or injury to the person; and

17 ' (4) 10 days after the accident or death if an  earlier

18 report is not required un de r this subsection.

19 (d) The department shall prepare forms for accident reports

20 required u n d e r  this secti on  and shall provide the forms to the public.

21 The report form must request the information required in casualty and

22 accident reports u nd er Uni t e d  States Coast G u a r d  regulations and m a y

23 request other information the department considers necessary. The

24 pe r s o n  who completes the form shall sign and d ate it up o n  completion.

25 Sec. 05.25.315. D E A T H  CERTIFICATES. W i t h i n  60 days after the

26 d e a t h  occurs, the state registrar of vital statistics shall forward to

27 the department a copy of the death certificate for e ac h  d e a t h

28 r e s u lt in g from a boat accident.

29 Sec. 05.25.320. CONFIDENTIALITY OF A C C I D E N T  REPORT. (a) A n
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a c c i d e n t  report sub mi tt ed t o  the d ep ar t m e n t  is w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  t o  

the i nd iv i d u a l  rep or tin g a n d  is solely for the c o n f i d e n t i a l  us e of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and e n f o r c e m e n t  agencies.

(b) Th e de partment u p o n  w r i t t e n  request, shall d i s c l o s e  the 

f o l l o w i n g  information, if availa bl e,  to a p a rt y inv ol v e d  i n  a n  a c c i­

dent, or, in the event of the party 's  death, to a m e m b e r  o f  the p a r­

ty's family or to the p a r t y ' s  p e r s o n a l  representative:

(1) the id ent it y of the owner, operator, and o c c u p a n t s  of 

e a c h  boat i nv olved in the accident;

(2) the i d e n t i f y i n g  n um b e r  of ea c h  boa t i n v o l v e d  in the

a c c i d e n t ;

(3) the na m e  of e a c h  comp an y in su rin g the o w n e r  o r  o pe rat or  

of e a c h  boat involved in the accident; and

(4) the i de n t i t y  of each wi t n e s s  to the accident.

(c) A  report filed u n d e r  AS 05 . 2 5 . 3 1 0  - 0 5 . 2 5 . 3 2 0  m a y  not be

u s e d  as e vid e n c e  in a civil a c t i o n  or  criminal p r o s e c u t i o n  a r is in g out 

of the accident. The d e p a r t m e n t  shall furnish, u p o n  d e m a n d  of a 

p e r s o n  who has or claims to have ma d e  a report u n d e r  A S  0 5 . 2 5 . 3 1 0  -

0 5 . 2 5 . 3 2 0  o r  u p o n  o r d e r  of a court, a certifi cat e s t a t i n g  w h e t h e r  a 

s p e c i f i e d  accident report ha s be e n  filed w i t h  the de pa rt me nt.  The 

cer t i f i c a t e  is admis si bl e in a civil ac ti o n  or c ri minal p r o s e c u t i o n  

so l e l y  to prove compl ian ce  o r  failure to comply w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t .

(d) Th e department s ha ll  compile and ma y a n al yz e a l l  accident

reports. Th e d epartment s ha ll  p u b l i s h  at least annually, statist ic al

i n f o r m a t i o n  relating to bo a t  accidents.

(e) I n  response to a request f rom an a u t h o r i s e d  o ff i c i a l  or 

age n c y  of the Uni te d States, or in complia nc e w i t h  U n i t e d  States Coast 

G u a r d  regulations or a r e q u ir em ent  u n d e r  46 U.S.C. 61 0 1  - 6103, the
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departm en t shall prov ide  i n f o rma ti on  compiled or o th erwise available 

to the department from the accident reports required u nde r AS 05.-

Sec. 05.25.325. A PP L I C A T I O N  O F  AS 05.25.300 - 05.25.320

T he  provisions of AS 05 .2 5. 300  - 05.25.320 apply to all boats operated

in state water, except

(1) as p ro vi de d in this section or AS 05.25.910;

(2) w h e n  inconsistent w i t h  an applicable federal law or 

r eg ul at io n in w h i c h  case the federal law or regulation prevails.

(b) The provisions of AS 05.25.300 - 05.25.320 do not apply to

(1) a boat that has a v a l i d  document issued by the United 

States Coast Guard and that is operated only for nonrecreational 

p u r p o s e s ;

(2) foreign b oats operat ed  temporarily in state water only 

for nonrecreational purposes;

(3) a boat o w ne d and operat ed for government purposes by 

the United States or by an entity of the U ni t e d  States; or

(4) a ship's lifeboat.

ARTICLE 3. NU MBERING AN D REGISTRATION.

Sec. 05.25.400. CERTIFICATE OF NUMBER REQUIRED ON  BOAT. (a) A  

pe r s o n  may not operate a boat on state water, and an o wne r of a boat 

may  not knowingly a llow another p e r s o n  to operate the owner's boat on 

state water, unless

(1) the ow ne r of the boat holds a current, valid c e rt if i­

cate of number issued in the owner's name as owner; and

(2) the certificate of number is

(A) carri ed  on the boat in a manner that protects the 

certificate from d e s t r u cti on  or deterioration; and

(B) available for inspection by a state, federal, or

SBOllla SB 111



1 m unicipal law enforcement officer.

2 (b) A  certificate of number for a boat less than  26 feet in

3 length and leased or rented to anoth er p e r s o n  for that person's non-

4 commercial operation for a period of less than seven days m a y  be

5 retained on shore by the boat's owner or representative at the place

6 from w h i c h  the boat departs or returns to the p os se ssi on  of the owner

7 or the owner's representative. If the certificate of number is re-

8 tained on shore, then a copy of the lease or rental agreement shall be

9 carried on the boat. The lease or rental agreement must

10 (1) be signed by the owner of the boat or the owner's

11 representative, and by the person leasing or renting the boat; and

12 (2) specify the period for w h i c h  the boat is leased or

13 rented.

14 Sec. 05.25.405. PLACEMENT OF IDENTIFYING NUMBER A N D  DECAL. (a)

15 A per son  may not operate a boat on state water unless the boat dis-

16 plays the valid identifying number award ed  to the boat and the valida-

17 tion decal in the manner required u n d e r  this section.

18 (b) An  identifying number shall be painted on or permanently

19 attached to each side of the forward h al f  of the vessel in a position

20 that is clearly visible for identification. Each number must  read

21 from left to right and must be in p l a i n  vertical b l o c k  characters of

22 good p ro po rt io n not less than three inches in height. The num be r must

23 be of a color that contrasts w i t h  the color of the ba ckground and

24 shall be ma intained so that it is clearly visible and legible. Each

25 num be r must have spaces or hyphens that are equal to the w i d t h  of a

26 letter other than "I" or a number o th er than "1" between the letter

27 and n u m b e r  groupings.

28 (c) On  boats so configured that a number on the hull or super-

29 structure would not be easily visible, the number shall be p a in te d o n
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to a backing p late that is a tt ac he d to the forward half of 

that the n u m b e r  is v i s i b l e  from  each side of the boat.

or attached

the boat so

num be r other tha n the i d e n t i f y i n g  n u m b e r  ma y not appear on

the forward half of the boat

(e) A  v ali d a t i o n  decal issued u n d e r  AS  05.25.425 shall be placed

three inches to the rear of the i d e n t i f y i n g  number

Sec. 05.25.410. A P P L IC AT IO N F O R  CERT IF IC AT E O F  NU M B E R

owner of a boat that is op erated p r i n c i p a l l y  on state w a t e r

deal er  who wishes to demonstrate one or m ore boats on state w a t e r  

shall apply to the de partment for a certificate of number. The appli 

cation must include

the true name of the o wne r or dealer

de al er

(3) a de s c r i p t i o n  of the boat, or in the case of a dea le r a 

d e s c rip ti on  of the lengths and types of boats, to be op er at ed u n d e r  

the certificate; and

(4) other i nf or mation req u i r e d  by the de partment or by 

U n i t e d  States Coast Guard regulations.

(b) The owner or dealer shall sign the appl ic at io n and shall pay 

the p rescribed fee at the time of application.

(c) A  certificate of number m a y  be issued to a d ea l e r  for use on 

m ore than one b o a t .

Sec. 05.25.415. A PP LIC AT IO N B Y  O W NE R HA VI NG  N UM B E R  A W A R D E D  BY

FEDER AL GO VERNMENT OR  A N OT HER  STATE. The owner of a boat h a v i n g  a 

v a l i d  certificate of nu mb e r  that has  b ee n  issued u n de r federal law or 

a federally approved n umbering s y s t e m  of anot her  state shall apply to 

the department for an identi fy in g n um b e r  w i t h i n  10 day s after the 

expi ra tio n of the applicable recipro ci ty  pe ri od p r o v i d e d  in

SBOllla
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A S  0 5 . 2 5 . 4 4 5 ( 6 )  o r  (7).

Sec. 05.25.420. C ER T I F I C A T E  O F  N U M B E R  FEES. (a) The  c o m m i s­

si o n e r  shall adopt regulations e s t a b l i s h i n g  fees for original, r e n e w­

al, a n d  d u p l ica te  certificates of n u mb er , and for dea le r d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  of number.

(b) The fee for a c e r t ifi ca te  of nu mb er  shall be pr or a t e d  a c­

co r d i n g  to the n u m b e r  of mo n t h s  the certificate w ill be in effect.

(c) The fees in this s e c t i o n  are in addition to any other tax or 

l i ce ns e fee for a boat.

Sec. 05.25.425. IS SUANCE OF C E R T I FI CA TE  OF NU M B E R  A N D  V A L I D A T I O N  

DECALS. (a) If the a p p l i c a t i o n  is in order, the d epartment shall

is su e to the o w ne r a c ertificate of n u m b e r  that states the identi fy in g

n u m b e r  awarded to the boat, the nam e a n d  address of the owner, the 

s t a t e  of pr incipal use, the nor m a l  use of the boat, the d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

the boat, the m a n u f ac tur er 's  hull i d e n ti fic at io n nu mbe r if one exists, 

make, year, length, type of hull ma terial, type of p r o p u l s i o n  and type

of fuel, the issue date, and the e x p i r a t i o n  date of the certificate of

number. The certificate of n u m b e r  must  be wallet size.

(b) The department shall issue a set of v a l i d a t i o n  decals b e a r­

ing the year  in w h i c h  the c e r t ifi ca te  of number expires. The yea r 

s ha ll  also be i nd icated by the c o l o r  blue, in te rna ti on al  orange, 

green, or red, in ro tation in the o r d e r  stated, b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  blue  

for stickers that expire in 1993. A  v ali d a t i o n  decal m u s t  be a square 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  three inches on eac h  side.

Sec. 05.25.430. EX PIR A T I O N  OF C E R T I FI CAT E O F  NUMBER; RENE WA L OF 

C E R T I F I C A T E  A N D  DECALS. (a) A  c e r t ifi ca te  of num b e r  expires three 

y e a r s  a fter the last day of the m o n t h  in w h i c h  the certific at e is 

issued.

(b) The de partment ma y requ ir e the surre nd er  of the e x pi re d 
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c ertificate of number before issui ng a n e w  certificate of number.

(c) Renewal of the certificate of number does not change the 

i d e n ti fy in g nu mbe r awarded to a boat by the department.

(d) A n  application for renewal of a certificate of num be r shall 

be ma d e  in the same ma nne r as p r o v i d e d  in AS 05.25.410. The appli ca­

tion shall be accompanied by the fee required u nder AS 05.25.420. The 

depar tme nt  shall renew certificates of nu mb e r  and issue vali dat io n 

deca ls  in the same mann er  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 05.25.425.

Sec. 05.25.435. VA LIDITY OF  CERTIFICATE OF NUMBER. A  certifi­

cate of numb er  issued u nder this chapter is invalid if

(1) the boat is subsequently d ocumented or required to be

do cu m e n t e d

the boat is sold, destroyed, or abandoned;

the applicant supplies false information in the appli

certificate;c a t i o n  for the

the fees for issuance or renewal of the certificate are

60 days have elaps ed since the boat ceased to be used

p r i n c ip al ly  in the state; or

(6) the owner, throu gh  legal process, involuntarily loses 

the o wnership interest in the boat for w h i c h  the certificate is is­

sued

Sec. 05.25.440. REPORT OF TRANSFER, ABANDONMENT, O R  DESTRUCTION

OF BOAT, OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS O F  OWNER

w h i c h  a certificate of number has been issued under this chapter shall 

no ti f y  the department of any of the following events w i t h i n  15 days 

a f t e r  the event occurs:

(1) the transfer of all or a part of the ownership interest
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1 (2) the theft or recovery of the boat;

2 (3) the destru ct ion  of the certificate of number; or

3 (4) an event described in AS 05.25.435.

4 (b) W it h i n  15 days after a change of address, the owner of a

5 boat for w h i c h  a certificate of nu m b e r  has bee n awarded under this

6 chapter shall report the change to the department.

7 Sec. 05.25.445. EXEMPTIONS. The following classes of boats are

8 exempt from the provisions of AS 05.25.400 - 05.25.440:

9 (1) a boat that is documented by the United States Coast

10 Guard;

11 (2) a foreign boat operated only temporarily in state

12 water;

13 (3) a boat, other than a recreational type public boat,

14 owned and operated by the Un ite d States or an entity or political

15 subdivision of the Uni te d States, or owned and operated for government

16 purposes by a state or an entity or political subdivision of a state;

17 (4) a ship's lifeboat;

18 (5) a boat belonging to a class of boats that has b e e n

19 exempted from the provisions of AS 05.25.400 - 05.25.440 by the de-

20 partment under AS 05.25.910;

21 (6) a boat w i t h  a certificate of number issued by the

22 United States Coast Guard, for a period of three years after the date

23 of issuance of the certificate;

24 (7) a boat w i t h  a current, valid certificate of number

25 issued by another state having a federally approved numbering system,

26 for a per io d of 60 days after arriving in the state; and

27 (8) a boat that is not propelled by machinery.

28 A R T IC LE  4. G E N ER AL  PROVISIONS.

29 Sec. 05.25.900. ACCOU NT ING  AND DISPOSITION OF FEES. Tha
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c om mi ssioner of ad min i s t r a t i o n  shall separ at ely  account for fees c o l­

lected u n d e r  this chapter that the d epartment deposits in the general 

fund. The annual e s t i m a t e d  ba l a n c e  in  the account m a y  be u s e d  by the 

legislature to make a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the depar tm ent  to c arry out the 

p ur poses of this chapter.

Sec. 05.25.910. EXEMPTIONS. Except w h e n  i nco nsistent w i t h

federal laws and regulations, the com mi ss ion er  may exempt a class of 

boats from a pr ov isi on  of this c h ap te r if the comm is si one r determines 

that the safety of persons and pr op er ty  will  not be m a t e r i a l l y  p r o m o t­

ed by ap plying that p r o v i s i o n  to the class of boats. The c o m mi ss io ner  

m a y  exempt a class of boats from the n u m b er in g and r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e­

quireme nt s of AS 05 .25.400 - 05. 25. 44 0 if

(1) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  determ in es  that the n u m b e r i n g  w i l l  not 

mat er i a l l y  aid in the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the boats; and

(2) the U n i t e d  States Secretary of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  has

exempted that class of boats from numbering.

Sec. 05.25.920. ENFORCEMENT. A peace officer may enfor ce  this

chapter and in the ex er ci se of enforcement may stop and b o a r d  boats 

that the officer reasonably be lieves are or may be subject to this 

chapter.

Sec. 05.25.930. PENALTIES. A  per son  who v io lates a p r o v i s i o n  of 

this chap te r is guilty of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and is p un ish ab le  by a fine of 

not more than $500, or by imprisonment of not more tha n six  months, or 

by both.

Sec. 05.25.940. REGULATIONS. The c o m mi ssi on er  shall adopt 

regulations under the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Procedure Act (AS 44.62) that are 

ne c e ss ar y for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of this chapter.

Sec. 05.25.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter, un l e s s  the c o n­

text requires otherwise,
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(1) "boat" means any  type of w a t e r c r a f t  used  or capable of 

b e i n g  u s e d  as a means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o n  water, but does not include 

aircraft e q u i p p e d  to land o n  water;

(2) "certificate of numb er"  m e a n s  the document b e a r i n g  the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n um b e r  award ed  to a boat by the department u n d e r  this 

chapter, by a federal agency, or by the state of principal use u n d e r  a 

fede ra lly  app ro ve d n u m be ri ng  system;

(3) "commissioner" means the comm is sio ne r of pub li c safety;

(4) "dealer" me an s a p e r s o n  wh o engages wh ol ly or in part 

in the b u s i n e s s  of buying, selling, o r  e x c h a n g i n g  boats, eit her  o u t­

right o r  o n  conditional sale, b ai l m e n t  lease, chattel mortgage, or 

o t h e r w i s e ;

(5) "department" m e ans  the De pa r t m e n t  of Public Safety;

(6) "length" m e a n s  the leng th  of a boat m e a s u r e d  from end 

to end o ve r  the de c k  e x c l u d i n g  sheer;

(7) "operate" m e a n s  to n a v i g a t e  or otherwise use a boat on

water;

(8) "owner" m ean s a p e r s o n  w h o  has a pr op er ty  interest 

other t han a security interest in a boat and the right of use or 

p o s s e s s i o n  of the boat, but does not include a lessee unless the lease 

is i nte n d e d  as security;

(9) "ownership" means a p r o p e r t y  interest o the r than a 

s ec urity interest;

(10) "passenger" m eans a p e r s o n  on board a boat w h o  is not 

the master, operator, c rew member, or  o the r person engag ed  in a capac­

ity in the business of the boat;

(11) "state of p r i n c i p a l  use" m e a n s  the state o n  w h o s e  w ater 

a boat is u se d  or is to be u s e d  d u r i n g  m ost of a ca lendar year;

(12) "state w a t e r "  means w a t e r  w i t h i n  the te rr ito ri al  limits
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5

05.25.030, 05.25.040,

•re

of the state whet he r navigable or nonnavigable.

*  Sec. 2. AS 05.25.010, 05.25.012, 05.25.020,

05.25.050, 05.25.060, 05.25.070, 05.25.080, 05.25.090, and 05.25.100 

repealed.

1990.* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect January 1,

- 
v.
|


