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B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D  
C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E EIN T H E  SENATE

CS FO R  S E N A T E  BILL NO. 61 (L&C)

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  STATE OF ALA SK A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I RS T  SESSION 

A  B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act p r o h i b i t i n g  cert a i n  employees of the D e p a r t­

ment of F i s h  and Gam e  from hav i n g  c e r t a i n  f i nancial 

i n t e r e s t s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.39 is a m e n d e d  by a dd i n g  a ne w  section to read:

Sec. 44.39.060. F I N A N C I A L  I N TERESTS PROHIBITED. (a) A  p e r m a­

nent full-time employee of the d e partment who makes or influences 

po l i c y  decisions c o n c er n i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  of a fishery or a game r e­

source, or an immediate f a mi l y  member, may not have or acqu ir e  a 

financial interest in the fishery or game resource. A n  e mp loyee who 

has or acquires a financial interest in v i o l a t i o n  of this s ub s e c t i o n  

shall immediately di s c l o s e  the interest to the c o m mi ssioner and b eg i n  

p r o c e d u r e s to become d i v e s t e d  of the f o r bidden financial interest. A n  

emplo y e e  who knows that an immediate family member has a f i n ancial 

interest in v i o l a t i o n  of this s u b s e c t i o n shall immedia t e l y  d is c l o s e  

the interest to the commissioner.

(b) The department may, by regulation, extend the p r o h i b i t i o n  

e s t a b l is h e d  in this s e c t i o n  to other employees whose duties are r e l a t­

ed to a fishery or a game resource.

(c) An employee who has, or w h o  knows that a m e m b e r  of the 

employee's immediate family has, a financial interest in v i o l a t i o n  of 

this section is subject to d is c i p l i n e  i n c luding d i s c h a r ge  frost state 

employment. However, an e m p loyee w h o  has promptly d i s c l o s e d  a f o r b i d­

den financial interest a n d  w h o  did not acquire the f i nancial interest
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intending to violate this s e c t i o n may not be di s c i pl i n e d  if divestment 

occurs w i t h i n  a reasonable p e r i o d  of time following the disclosure.

(d) A n  employee who know i n g l y  has, or who knows that a m e m b e r  of 

the employee's immediate family has, an undisclosed interest in v i o­

lation of (a) of this s e c t i o n  is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. An 

employee who has dis c l o s ed  that the employee has an interest in v i o l a­

tion of (a) of this secti o n  and who has failed to divest the interest 

in a reasonable period of time is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

(e) A  disciplinary a c t i o n  or penalty u nder this section is in 

addition to any other p e n a lt y  that may be imposed by law.

(f) In this section

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of fish and game;

(2) "department" means the Department of Fish and Game;

(3) "financial interest" has the mean i n g  given in A S  39.-

52.960;

(4) "fishery" m eans the commercial taking of a specific 

fishery resource in a specific administrative area w i t h  any type of 

gear or the sale or commercial processing of a specific fishery r e­

source taken from a specific administrative area w i t h  any type of 

gear; in this paragraph, "fishery resource" has the m e a n i n g  g iv e n  in 

AS 43.75.140, and "gear" and "type of gear" have the meanings g iven in 

AS 16.43.990;

(5) "game resource" means the conservation and development 

of game wi th i n  a game management unit; in this paragraph, "game" has 

the meaning given in AS 16.05.940;

(6) "immediate family" includes a person's spouse and 

children residing w i t h  the person.
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