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1 IN THE SENATE
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5

BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 52 (Judiciary)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A B ILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the use of interpreters in crimi-

7 nal proceedings."

8 BE IT E N A C TE D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * Sect i o n  1. AS 12.80 is amended by ad d i n g a n e w  section to read:

10 Sec. 12.80.060. RIGHT TO AN INTERPRETER. (a) A person who

11 cannot readily understand or communicate the spoken English language

12 who is charged wit h  or convicted of a crime has a right to the servi-

13 ces of a qualified interpreter to assist

14 (1) in the person's d e f e n s e  throughout proceedings under

15 this title; and

16 (2) in the completion of documents required by or related

17 to proceedings under this title.

18 (b) When a person who is charged with or convicted of a crime

19 represents to a court an inability to understand or communicate the

20 spoken English language, or to read and understand documents that the

21 p e r s o n  is required to sign, in the absence of a waiver provided by the

22 person, the court shall appoint a qua li f i e d  interpreter to assist the

23 p er s o n  throughout the proceedings.

24 (c) When a witness other than the defendant in a p roceeding

25 u n d e r  this title does not understand and speak the English language,

26 the court shall appoint a qualified interpreter to interpret for the

27 w i t n e s s  while the witness is testifying.

28 (d) The person accused of a crime may waive the right granted

29 u n d e r  (a) of this section only if
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1 (1) the court obtains a w r i t t e n  w a i v e r  from the person;

2 (2) counsel, if any, consents; and

3 (3) the court d e t e r m i n e s  that the w a i v e r  has b e e n  m a d e

4 knowi n g l y ,  voluntarily, and intelli g e n t l y .

5 (e) The cost of p r o v i d i n g  the in t e r p r e t e r  shall be b o r n e  accord-

6 ing to applicable court rule.

7 (f) A  q u a lified i n t e r p r e t e r  m a y  not, w i t h o u t  the w r i t t e n  consent

8 of the parties to the co m m un i c a t i o n , be e x a m i n e d  about

9 (1) any c o m m u n i c a t i o n  the i n t e r p r e t e r  i n te r p r e t s  u n d e r

10 c ir c umstances in w h i c h the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  is privileged; or

11 (2) any information the i n t e r p r e t e r  obtains w h i l e  inter-

12 p r e t i n g  perta i n i n g  to any p r o c e e d i n g  t he n  pending.

CSSB 52(Jud) -2- SB005 2b


