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1 IN TH E SEN AT E BY T H E  STATE AFFAIRS C OM MITTEE

2 CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 43 (State Affairs)

3 IN T H E  LEGISL AT URE  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA

4 SI XT EE NTH  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "A n Act r el at ing  to conduct and a dm in is t r a t i o n  of

7 elections by the d i r e c t o r  of elections."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE  L EGISLATURE O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * Se c t i o n  1. AS 15.07.060(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (a) Ea c h  applicant who re quests registration or re re gis t r a t i o n

11 shall supply the following i n f o r m a t i o n  u n der  oath:

12 (1) name and sex;

13 (2) address and other n ec e s s a r y  information es tab l i s h i n g

14 r e s i d e n c e , in cluding the t er m  of re sidence in the state an d in  the

15 d i s t r i c t , if requested;

16 (3) [REPEALED

17 (4) TERM OF R E S I D E N C E  IN STATE A N D  IN ELECTION DISTRICT;

18 AND] w h e t h e r  the applicant has p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  registered to v o t e  in

19 a n ot he r jurisdiction, and, if so, the jurisdiction and the address of

20 the previous registration;

21 (4) [(5)] a d e c l a r a t i o n  that the registrant w il l  be 18

22 years of age or older w i t h i n  90 day s of the date or registration;

23 [(6)] a d e c l a r a t i o n  that the registrant is a c i t iz en  of

24 the Uni te d States;

25 (6) [(7)] date of application;

26 (7) [(8)] signature o r  mark.

27 * Sec. 2. AS 15.07.070(c) is amended to read:

28 (c) The names of persons submitting completed registration forma

29 by mail that are received by the director or election supervisor
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[WHICH ARE POSTMARKED] at least 30 days before the next election shall 

be placed on the official registration list for that election. The 

n ame of a person submitting a completed registration form by mail that 

was not received by the director or election supervisor [WHICH WAS NOT 

POSTMARKED] before the 30-day requirement may not be placed on the 

official registration list for the next election but shall be placed 

on the master register after that election.

* Sec. 3. AS 15.07.070(f) is amended to read:

(f) Incomplete or inaccurate registration forms may not be 

accepted and shall be reexecuted. The date of registration shall be 

the date of reexecution before a registration official or the [POST­

MARK] date the application is received by the director or election 

supervisor if the application for registration is by mail.

* Sec. A. AS 15.07.090(a) is amen d e d  to read:

(a) A  voter whose name is changed by marriage or court order may 

vote under the previous name, but a [IF THE] v oter who desires to use 

a [THE] new name shall vote a questioned ballot [, THE VOTER SHALL 

NOTIFY THE DIRECTOR NOT LATER T HAN 30 DAYS PRECEDING AN ELECTION SO 

T HAT THE REGISTRATION MAY BE AMEN DE D  T O  REFLECT THE CHANGE].

* Sec. 5. AS 15.10.020 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) Whenever possible, the director shall send written notice of 

any change in a precinct boundary or polling place to each affected 

registered v o t e r  in the precinct.

* Sec. 6. AS 15.15.030(10) is amended to read:

(10) A  [SEPARATE] nonpar t i s an  [JUDICIAL] ballot shall be 

designed for each judicial district in w hich a justice or Judge is 

seeking retention in off i c e . The ballot shall be divided into four 

parts and each part must [SHALL] bear a heading indicating the court 

to wh i c h  the candidate is seeking approval. Within each part the
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1 quest io n of w h e t h e r  the j u st ic e or jud ge  shall be  a ppr ov ed  or  re jec te d

2 shall be set out in s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the following manner: (A) "Shall . .

3   be r eta i n e d  as j us tic e of the supreme court for 10 years?";

4 (B) " S h a l l ...................... be ret a i n e d  as j ud g e  of the court of

5 appeals for eight years?"; (C) "Shall .................  be r e t a i n e d  as

6 judge of the s u p e r i o r  court for six years?"; or (D) "Shall ..............

7 . . be retained as j u d g e  of the distr i c t  court for four y e a r s ? "  Pro-

8 v i s i o n  shall be m a d e  for m a r k i n g  e a c h  q ue s t i o n  "Yes" or "No."

9 * Sec. 7. A S  15.20.071(d) is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (d) Each e l e c t i o n  o ff i c i a l  shall kee p  a re c o r d  of the n am e  and

11 signature of e a c h  pe r s o n a l  re p re s e n t a t i ve  r e q u e s t i ng  a n  absen t e e

12 ballot and the name of the p e r s o n  o n  w h o s e b e ha l f  the ba l lo t  is re-

13 quested. The e l e c t i o n  o f f i c ia l  shall record the date [AND TIME] the

14 absentee ballot is p r o v i d e d  and the date [TIME] the ballot is r e tu r n e d

15 to the election official.

16 * Sec. 8. AS 15.20.081(b) is amen d e d  to read:

17 (b) An a p p l i c a t i o n  for an absentee ballot by mail m u s t  be re-

18 ceived by the d i v i s i o n  of e l e ctions [POSTMARKED] not less t h a n  four

19 [TEN] days before the e l e c t i o n  for w h i c h  the absentee ba l l ot  is

20 sought. The absent e e  ballot ap p l i c a t i o n  must [SHALL] pe r m i t  the

21 person to register to v o t e  u n d e r  AS 15.07.070 and to request an absen-

22 tee ballot for eac h  state e l e c t i o n  h e l d  w i t h i n  that c a l e n d a r  y e a r  for

23 w h ic h  the voter is e l i g i b l e  to vote.

24 * Sec. 9. AS 15.20.081(e) is a m e n d ed  to read:

25 (e) An absentee ballot must be marked on or before the date of

26 the election. Except as provided in (h) of this section, a voter who

27 returns the ballot by siail shall use a mail service at least equal to

28 first class and mail the ballot not later than the day of the election

29 to the election supervisor for the election district in which the
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1 v o t e r  seeks to vote. Ex c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 15.20.480, the [THE] 

bal lo t  m a y  not be coun t e d  u n l e s s  it is r e c e i v e d  b y  the c l o s e  of b u s i­

ness o n  the 10th d a y  a f t e r  the e le ction. If the ballot is postma r k e d ,

it mus t  be p o s t m a r k e d  o n  or  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  day. A f t e r  t h e  day of the

election, no b a l l o t s  shall be a c c e p t e d  u n l e s s  r e c e i v e d  by  mail.

* Sec. 10. AS 15.20.081(h) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(h) Except as p r o v i d e d  in A S  15.20.480. an  [AN] a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t

r e t u r n e d  by mail from o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  States o r  from a m i l i t a r y  A P O  

or F P O  address that has b e e n  m a r k e d  and m a i l e d  n ot  later t h a n  e l e c t i o n  

d a y  m a y  not be c o u n te d  u n l e s s  the b a l l o t  is r e c e i v e d  b y  th e  e l e c t i o n  

s u p e r v i s o r  not later t h a n  the c lo s e  of b us i n e s s  o n  the 1 5 t h  day f o l­

lowing the election.

* Sec. 11. AS 15.20.220(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) The state r e v i e w  b o a r d  s hall re vi e w  and c o u n t  a b s e n t e e  

b allo t s  u n de r  AS 15.20.081(e) an d  (h) a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  that hav e  

b e e n  f o rwarded to the d i r e c t o r  and that have not b e e n  r e v i e w e d  or

c o u n t e d  by a d i s trict c o u n t i n g  board. [ABSENTEE A N D  Q U E S T I O N E D

B A L L O T S  NOT R E C E I V E D  IN T H E  O F F I C E  OF T H E  D I R E C T O R  BY 4 : 0 0  P.M. O N  T H E

15TH D A Y  FO LLOWING TH E  E L E C T I O N  M A Y  N O T  B E  C O U N T E D  IN T H E  REVIEW.]

* Sec. 12. AS 15.20.480 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 15.20.480. P R O C E D U R E  F O R  RECOUNT. I n  c o n d u c t i n g  the r e­

count, the d i r e c to r  shall r e v i e w  all ba l l o t s  w h e t h e r  the b a l l o t s w e r e  

c o u n t e d  at the p r e c in c t  or by c o m p u t e r  or by the d i s t r i c t  a b s e n t e e

c o u n t i n g  board or the q u e s t i o n e d  ba l l o t  c o u n t i n g  b o a rd  to d e t e r m i n e  

w h i c h  ballots, or part of ballo t s ,  w e r e  p r o p e r l y  m a r k e d  and w h i c h

b a l l o t s  are to be c o u n t ed  in the recount, and shall c h e c k  the a c c u r a c y

of the original count, the p r e c i n c t  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  th e review. Th e  

d i r e c t o r  shall c h e c k  the m a s h e r  of b a l l o t s  and q u e s t i o n e d  b a ll o t s  cast 

in a p r e cinct against the r e g i s t e r s  a n d  shall c h ec k  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s
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1 v o t e d  against a b s e n t e e  ballots distributed. The d i r e c t o r  shall count

2 absentee ballots r e c e i v e d  [AFTER C L O S E  OF BUSINESS O N  THE 15TH DAY

3 F O LLOWING T H E  E L E C T I O N  AND] be fo r e  the completion of the recount. For

A administrative p u r poses, the d i r e c t o r  may jo i n  and include two or more

5 applications in a single review and count of votes. The rules in

6 AS 15.15.360 g o v e r n i n g  the c o u nting of hand-m a r k e d  ballots and the

7 rules in AS 1 5 . 20 . 7 3 0  gov e r ni n g  the counting of punch-card ballots

8 shall be follo we d  in the recount. The ballots and other election

9 m a t e r i a l  must [SHALL] re m a i n  in the custody of the d ir ector during the

10 recount and the highest degree of care shall be exercised to protect

11 the ballots against a lteration or mutilation. The recount shall be

12 completed w i t h i n  10 days. The d ir e c t o r  m a y employ additional person-

13 nel necessary to assist in the recount.

14 * Sec. 13. AS 15.20.730(b) is a m e n d e d to read:

15 (b) The c o m p u t e r  shall be p r ogrammed to count ballots as fol-

16 lows:

17 (1) a v ote ma y  be counted only if the p u n ch  is clearly

18 spaced in the sq u a r e  [DESIGNATED BY A PLUS SIGN] following the name of

19 the candidate the v o t e r  desires to select;

20 (2) if there is only one [PLUS-MARKED] square m a r k e d  for a

21 team whose names are on separate lines, s uch as president and vice-

22 president or g o v e r n o r  and lieutenant governor, a p u n c h  in the square

23 or elsewhere in the rectangle following the names shall be counted for

24 that team;

25 (3) a failure to properly punch a ballot card as to one or

26 mor e  candidates does not itself invalidate the entire ballot;

27 (4) if a v o t e r  punches fewer names than there are persons

28 to be elected to the office, a v o t e  shall be counted for eac h candi-

29 date properly marked;
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1 (5) if a v o t e r  punches more names than there are persons to

2 be elected to the office, the votes for candidates to that office may

3 not be counted;

4 (6) improper marks on the ballots may not be counted and do

5 not invalidate punches for candidates properly made;

6 (7) an erasure or correction invalidates only that section

7 of the ballot in which it appears;

8 (8) a vote marked for the candidate for President of the

9 U ni t e d  States is considered an d  counted as a vote for the election of

10 presidential electors.

11 * Sec. 14. AS 15.25.030 is amended to read:

12 Sec. 15.25.030. DECLAR A T I O N  OF CANDIDACY, (a) A  member of a

13 political party who seeks to become a candidate of the party in the

14 primary election shall execute and file a declaration of candidacy.

15 The declaration shall be executed under oath before an officer au-

16 thorized to take acknowledgments and shall state in substance:

17 (1) the full name of the candidate;

18 (2) the full m a il i n g  address of the candidate;

19 (3) if the candidacy is for the office of state senator or

20 state representative, the election or senate district of which the

21 candidate is a resident;

22 (4) the office for which the candidate seeks nomination;

23 (5) the name of the political party of w h i ch  the person is

24 a candidate for nomination;

25 (6) the full resident address of the candidate;

26 (7) the date of the primary election at w h i c h  the candidate

27 seeks nomination;

28 (8) the length of residency in the state and in the di»-

29 trict of [THAT] the candidate [WILL MEET THE SPECIFIC RESIDEMCY
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R EQUIREMENTS OF T H E  OFF I C E  FO R  W H I C H  THE PERSON IS A  CANDIDATE];

(9) that the ca n d i d a t e  wil l  meet the sp e c i f i c  citizenship

requirements of the office for w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is a candidate;

(10) that the can d i d at e  is a q u a l i f ie d  v o t e r  as r e q u i r e d  by

law;

(11) that the c a n d i da t e  will meet the s p e ci f i c  age requ i r e­

ments of the office for w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is a candidate;

(12) that the c a n d i d a t e  requests that the ca n d i d a t e 's  name

be placed on the prim a r y  e l e c t i o n  ballot;

(13) that the r e q u i r e d  fee accompanies the declaration;

(14) that the p e r s o n  is not a candidate for any o t h e r  office

to be voted on at the primary or general election [AND THAT  T H E  PERSON

HAS NOT FILED A N O T H E R  D E C L A R A T I O N  OF C A NDIDACY OR N O M I N A T I N G  PETITION

FOR THE OFFICE FO R  W H I C H THI S DE C L A R A T I O N  IS F I L E D ] ;

(15) the man n er  in w h i c h  the candidate w i s h e s  the candi­

date's name to ap p e a r  on the ballot; and

(16) that the c a n d i d a t e  is registered to v o t e  as a member of

the political p a r t y w hose n o m i n a t i o n  is being sought.

(b) A p e r s o n  filing a d e c l a r a t i o n  of candidacy u n d e r  this sec­

tion shall on the same date [SIMULTANEOUSLY] file a statement of 

income sources and business interests that [WHICH] complies w i t h  the 

requirements of AS 39.50.

* Sec. 15. AS 15.25.055 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 15.25.055. R E M O V A L  OF NAME FROM  PRIMARY BALLOT. A  candi­

date's name must appear on the primary election b a l l o t  un l e s s  notice 

of the w ithdrawal from the p r i m a r y  is received b y  the d ir ector at 

least 48 [40] days before the date of the prisMry election.

* Sec. 16. AS 15.25.056(a) is amen ded  to read:

(a) If a n  un o p p o s e d  incumbent candidate for r e n o m i n a t i o n  dies,

SB00*ob -7- C S S B  4 3 (SA)



iSiSI
ffim

becomes d i s q u a l i f i e d  f rom h o l d i n g  the office t h e  c a ndidate is seeking, 

or is c e r t i f i e d as b e i n g  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  b e t w e e n  J u n e  1 of t h e  e l e c t i on  

yea r  and that date w h i c h  is m o r e  t han 50 [45] d a y s  before the date of 

the p r i m a r y  election, the c a n d i d a te ' s  p lace o n  the b a l l o t  ma y  be 

filled by party petition. The  p e t i t i o n  shall s t a t e  that t h e  po li t i c a l  

party requests the nam e  of the p r o p o s e d  c a n d i d a t e  replace that of the 

incumbent o n  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  ba l l o t  and s h a l l  be a c c o m p a n i e d  by a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  fro m  the p e r s o n  n a m e d  i n  the p e tition. The 

p e t i t i o n  must be r e c e i v e d  by the d i r e c t o r  no l a t e r  than 14 days a fter 

the death, d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  or c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of i n c a p a c i t y  of the 

incumbent or 48 [40] days be f o r e  the prim a r y  e l e c t i o n  date, w h i c h e v e r  

time is earlier.

* Sec. 17. AS 1 5. 2 5 .056(c) is amended to read:

(c) The death, d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  or c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of i ncapacity 

of the incumbent w i t h i n  48 [40] days before o r  o n  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  

date does not affect the c o u nting an d  re vi e w  of the ballots. If the 

result of the c o u n t i n g  and review d i s c l o s e s that the candidate, if the 

candidate had lived, w o u l d  have b ee n  nomin a te d ,  the c a n d i d a t e  shall be 

d e c l ar e d  nominated. The v a c a n c y  m a y  be fi ll e d  by p a r t y  p e t i t i o n  as 

p r o v id e d  in AS 15 . 2 5. 1 1 0  - 15.25.130.

* Sec. 18. AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 15.25.110. FILLING V A C A N C I E S  BY P ARTY PETITIOH. If a 

candidate n o m i n a t e d  at the primary ele c t i o n  dies, wit hd r a w s ,  resigns, 

becomes d i s q u a l i f i e d  from hold in g the office for w h i c h  the candidate 

is nominated, or is cer ti fi ed  as b e i n g  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  in the m a n n e r  

p r e s c r i b e d  by this s e c t i o n  after the p r i m a r y  el ec t i o n  a n d  48 [40] days 

or more bef ore  the gene ra l election, the v a c a n c y  m a y  be filled by 

party petition. The central c o m mi tt ee  of any p o l i tic al  p ar ty or any 

par ty  dis tr ic t c o m mi tt ee may c e r ti fy  as b ei ng  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  any
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candidate n o m inated by their respective p arty by presenting to the 

director a sworn statement made by a panel of three licensed p h y s i­

cians, not more than two of w h o m  may [SHALL] be of the same political 

party, that the candidate is p hysically or m en tally incapacitated to 

an extent that w ould in the p a n e l’s judgment prevent the candidate 

from active service during the term of office if elected. The d i r e c­

tor shall place the name of the person no m i n a t ed  by party petition on 

the general election ballot. The name of a candidate disqualified 

u nder this section may not appear on the general election ballot.

* Sec. 19. AS 15.25.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.25.120. REQUIREMENTS FO R  PARTY PETITION. Party p e t i­

tions for the nomination of candidates shall state in substance that 

the political party desires and intends to support the named candidate 

for the named office and requests that the name of the proposed c a n d i­

date be placed on the general election ballot. The petition may be

filed no later than 48 [40] days before the date of the general

election.

* Sec. 20. AS 15.25.150 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.25.150. DATE OF FILING PETITION. The petition is filed

w i t h  the director by actual physical delivery in person at or before 

5:00 p.m., prevailing time, August 1 [JUNE 1] in the year in w h ic h  a 

general election is held for the office, or by actual physical d e l i v­

ery to the director by registered or certified mail return receipt 

requested w hich is postmarked at or before 5:00 p.m., prevailing time, 

August 1 [JUNE 1] in the y e a r  in w h i c h  a general election is held for 

the office, and received not more than 15 days after that time. If 

the p o s tmark is illegible, a dated receipt from the post office w h e r e  

d i s p a t c h e d shall be acceptable as evidence of mailing. If August 1 

[JUNE 1] is a Sunday or holiday, the deadlines for postmarking a nd
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receipt of the petition shall be extended 24 hours in each instance.

* Sec. 21. AS 15.25.180 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.25.180. REQUIREMENTS F O R  PETITION. The petition shall 

state in substance

(1) the full name of the candidate;

(2) the full resident address of the candidate;

(3) the full mailing address of the candidate;

(4) the name of the political group supporting the c a n d i­

date;

(5) if the candidacy is for the office of state senator or

state representative, the election or senate district of w h i c h  the

candidate is a resident;

(6) the office for w hich the candidate is nominated;

(7) the date of the election at which the candidate seeks

election;

(8) the lenRth of residency in the state and in the d i s­

trict of [THAT] the candidate [MEETS, O R  WILL MEET, AS REQUIRED BY 

LAW, THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF THE OFFICE THE CANDIDATE IS S E E K­

ING];

(9) that the subscribers are qualified voters of the state

or election or senate district in w h ic h  the candidate resides;

(10) [REPEALED

(11)] that the subscribers request that the candidate's name 

be placed o n  the ballot;

(11) [(12)] that the proposed candidate accepts the n o m i n a­

tion and w ill serve if elected, w i t h  the statement signed by the 

proposed candidate;

(12) [(13)] if the candidacy is for the office of the g o v e r­

nor, the name of the candidate for lieutenant g ov ernor running Jointly
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w i t h  the c a n didate for gover n o r

(13) [(14)] the n ame of the ca ndidate as the c a n d i d a t e  

w i s h e s  it to a p p e a r  on the ballot; and

(14) [(15)] that the c a n d i d a t e is not a candidate for any

o t h e r  office to be voted o n  at the prim a r y  or general election [AND 

T H A T  T H E  CA N D I D A T E  HAS NOT F ILED A N O T H E R  N O M IN A T I N G  PETITION OR D E C L A­

RA T I O N  OF C A N D I D A C Y  FOR TH E  O F F I C E  F O R  W HICH T HIS PETITION IS FILED]

* Sec. 22. AS 15.25.200 is amended to read

Sec. 15.25.200. W I T H D R A W A L  O F  CANDID A T E ' S NAME. If a c a n d i d a t e

n o m i n a t e d  by p e t i t i o n  dies or w i t h d r a w s  after the p e ti t i o n  has b e e n

filed and at least 48 days before the date of the Reneral e l e c t i o n  

[BEFORE S E P T E M B E R  1 OF THE EL E C T I O N  Y E A R ] , the director may not place 

the n ame of the candidate on the general e l e c t i o n  ballot.

* Sec. 23. AS 15.35.050 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.35.050. PLACING N A M E  OF SUPREME COURT JUSTICE ON B A L L O T

The d i r e c t o r  shall place the name of a supreme court justice w h o  has 

p r o p e r l y  filed a de c l a r a t i on  of c a ndidacy for retention on the [ JU D I­

CIAL] ballot in each judicial d i st r i c t  of the state for the g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  approval is sought.

Sec. 24. AS 15.35.059 is amen d e d to read

Sec. 15.35.059. PLACING N A M E  OF JUDGE OF THE COURT OF A P P E A L S  ON

BALLOT. The d i re c t o r  shall place the name of a judge of the c o u rt  of 

appe a l s  who has properly filed a d e c l a r a t i o n  of candidacy for r e t e n­

tion on the [JUDICIAL] ballot in e ach judicial district of the state

for the general election at w h i c h  approval is sought

* Sec. 25. AS 15.35.090 is amen d e d  to read

Sec. 15.35.090. PLACING N A M E  OF S U P ER I O R  COURT J UDGE ON B A L L O T

T h e  d i re c t o r  shall place the name of a s u p e ri o r  court judge w h o  has 

p r o p e r l y  filed a dec l a r a t i o n of candidacy for retention o n  the
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[JUDICIAL] ballot in t h e  j ud icial d is t r i c t  d e s i gn a t e d  in the d e c l a r a­

tion of c a n d i da c y  fpr the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  a p p r o v a l  is 

s o u g h t .

*  Sec. 26. A S  15.35.130 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 15.35.130. PLACING N A M E  OF D I S T R I C T  JUDGE ON BALLOT. The 

d i r e ct o r  s hall p lace the name of a d i s t r i c t  judge who has p r o p e r l y  

filed a d e c l a r a t i o n  of can d i d a cy  for r e t e n t i o n  on the [JUDICIAL] 

ballot in the j u d i c i al  district d e s i g n a t e d  in the d e c l a r a t i o n  of 

candidacy for the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  approval is sought.
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