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BY REP.  C O L L I N S ,  Boucher,  Leman,  Zavacki

1 IN THE HOUSE

2 H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  5 2 8

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  AL AS KA

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A B I L L

6 F o r  an Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  laws g o v e r n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f

7 c o n d u c t  by p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d -

8 i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

9 BE I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s

11 that

12 ( 1 )  t h e  p u b l i c  p e r c e i v e s  that t h e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  L e g i s l a -

13 t i v e  E t h i c s  d o e s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  p o l i c e  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  and

14 l e g i s l a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s ;

15 ( 2 )  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s p e r c e p t i o n  w i l l  n o t  c h a n g e  as l o n g  as a b o d y  of

16 t he l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p o l i c i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n d u c t ;

17 ( 3 )  t h e r e  i s  a n e e d  t o  make u n i f o r m  t h e  c o d e s  o f  e t h i c s  r e l a t i n g

18 to t he l e g i s l a t u r e  ( AS 2 4 . 6 0 ) ,  to  o f f i c i a l s  c o v e r e d  by t h e  c o n f l i c t - o f -

19 i n t e r e s t  i n i t i a t i v e  ( AS 3 9 . 5 0 ) ,  and to t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t

2 0  ( AS 3 9 . 5 2 ) ;

21 ( 4 )  n e i t h e r  t h e  A l as k a P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e

22 branch agency charged with enforcing AS 39.50, the Personnel Board, nor the

23 executive branch agency charged with enforcing AS 39.52, has the resources

24 and staff necessary to enforce a unified ethics code applicable to all

25 branches of government, and both the Alaska Public Offices Commission and

26 the Personnel Board have other functions that would preclude them from

27 acting as the enforcement body for a unified code;

28 (5) it is desirable to create a unified code of ethics for all

29 state officers and employees, and to create a new body to be located in the
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1 executive branch of state government, to enforce the unified code.

2 * Sec. 2. The division of legal services of the Legislative Affairs

3 Agency shall prepare a bill unifying AS 24.60, AS 39.50, and AS 39.52, and

4 creating a body in the executive branch of government to interpret and

5 enforce the unified ethics code. The bill shall be presented to the House

6 and Senate Rules Committees for introduction on the first day of the First

7 Session of the Seventeenth Alaska State Legislature.

8 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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