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IN T HE  SENATE
BY THE  HEALTH, EDUCATION AND  
SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

SENATE RESOLU TI ON NO. 34

IN THE LEG ISL AT UR E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

FI F T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Esta bl ish in g a Senate Sp e c i a l  Committee 

on School Performance.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE:

WHEREAS exp en ditures for public edu cat io n in A l a s k a  are hi ghe r o n  a 

per capita basis than in any other state in the nation; and

WHEREAS, despite this level of expenditures, s t a n d a r d i z e d  achievement 

tests show 60 to 80 p e rc en t of the students in m any of our schoo l districts 

to be  performing below the national average in reading, language arts, 

mathematics, and other basic skill areas; and

WHEREAS these low levels of achievement are largely f o u n d  in districts 

ha vi ng  low-income families, bilingual pupils, and e n v i r o n m e n t s  culturally 

different from that of mo s t  Alaskans; and

WHEREAS despite the va r i e d  efforts of individual school districts and 

the Department of Education, the per fo rm anc e levels in t hese basic skill 

areas in most of these districts have shown little change in recent years; 

and

WHEREAS the Senate believes the student test results are indicators 

not only of student pe rf or man ce  but school pe rf or ma nce  as w ell ; and

WHEREAS effective school p er fo rmance is gen er all y b e l i e v e d  to be 

dependent u p o n  the j oi n e d  efforts of students, parents, teachers, an d 

administrators; and

WHEREAS the Senate is deeply concerned over what a p pe ar s to be the 

inadequate p re p a r a t i o n  of hundreds of Alaska's y o u t h  for employment, t r a i n­

ing, or further education;

BE IT R ES O L V E D  by the Senate that a Special C o m m i t t e e  on School
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1 Perform an ce  is e s t a b l i s h e d  co ns i s t i n g  of five membe rs  of the S en a t e  ap-

2 p o i n t e d  by the Pr e s i d e n t  of the Senate w h o  shall d es ignate a m e m b e r  to

3 c h a i r  the committee; and be it

4 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m it te e shall identify steps b e i n g  taken

5 by school d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  low student p e r f o r m a n c e  in basic skill areas to

6 improve that p e r f o r m a n c e  and r e c o mm en d acti on s that may be t a k e n  by the

7 legislature to i m p ro ve student p e r f o r m a n c e  in those districts, a n d  that the

8 co mmittee shall report its findings and recom men da ti on s to the le gi sl atu re

9 on  the first day  of the First R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n  of the Si x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  State

10 Legislature; and be it

11 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the c o m mi tt ee  is autho ri zed  to me e t  d u r i n g  the

12 Se c o n d  Regu la r S e s s i o n  of the F i f t e e n t h  A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  an d d u r i n g

13 the interim, an d is t e r mi na ted  on the first day of the First R e g u l a r  Ses-

14 s i o n  of the S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  State Legi sl at ure .
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