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Referred: Health, E d u c a t i o n  and

Social Se rv i c e s  and Financ e

B Y  T H E  H EAL TH , EDUC AT ION  A N D
1 IN TH E SEN AT E S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C OMMITTEE

2 SENATE R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 33

3 IN T H E  L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T ATE  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S EC O N D  SESSI ON

5 R e l a t i n g  to r e s i d e n t i a l  services for

6 A las k a n s  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d is abi l i t i e s

7 and o t h e r  s u b s t a nti al  handicaps.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  SENATE:

9 W H E R E A S  the S e n a t e  recognizes the innate dignity, va lue , and r i g h t s  of

10 A la s k a n s  w i t h  de ve l o p m e n t a l  disa bi li tie s an d o t h e r  s ub s t a n t i a l  h an di cap s;

11 and

12 W H E R E A S  the c o n t i n u e d  improvement of the q u a l i t y  of lif e for A l a s k a n s

13 w i t h  de ve l o p m e n t a l  d i s ab il it ies  and o th er  su b s t a n t i a l  h a n d i c a p s  is a  con-

14 c e m  of all Alas ka ns;  and

15 W H E R E A S  the S e n a t e  recognizes the i m p o r t a n c e  of a full range o f  ser-

16 v ic es  s up po rt in g op por tu ni ti es for i ndi vi du al s w i t h  d ev e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l -

17 ities and o ther s ub st ant ia l hand ic ap s to d e m o n s t r a t e  in c r e a s e d  p a r t i c i p a -

18 tion  and i n d e p e n d e n c e  in employment, education, a nd  activities of d a i l y

19 living; and

20 W H E R E A S  the S en a t e  recognizes that it is d e s i r a b l e  that d e l i v e r y  of

21 social services to individuals w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r

22 substantial h a n d i c a p s  be made in the least re s t r i c t i v e  manner, c o n s i s t e n t

23 w i t h  en su r i n g  ea c h  individual's health, safety, and growth; and

24 W H E R E A S  it is important that the ac t i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of a full con-

25 tinuum of services continue; and

26 W H E R E A S  state law has r eco g n i z e d  and  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a po li cy of m i n i m a l

27 i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  since 1978; and

28 W H E R E A S  the lo ng-term security of A l a s k a n s  w i t h  d ev e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l -

29 ities a n d  o ther substantial han dic ap s can  be e n s ur ed  only t h r o u g h  the
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pr o v i s i o n  of a full r ange of residential services; and

WHEREAS a full range of r esidential services must include a zero 

reject m od el of s e r v i c e  and must ha v e  the abili ty  to provi de  e m e r ge nc y 

care, crisis care, a n d  long-term support for Alaskans w i t h  d eve lopmental 

disabilities a n d  o t h e r  substantial handicaps;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the Senate r e s pe ct fu ll y requests the G ov e r n o r  to 

support, and to dire ct  the appropriate de par tm en ts  and agencies to support, 

the co nti n u a t i o n  of state support for a full c o n tin uu m of residential 

services, in c l u d i n g  zero reject a lte rnatives and long -t er m security for 

Alaskans w i t h  devel op me nta l d is ab ilities and other substantial hand ic aps  

who  require li fe lon g support.
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