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1 IN THE S E N A T E  B Y  C O G H I L L  A N D  FAIKS

2 S EN A T E  R E SOL UT IO N NO. 22

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  S TA TE OF A L A S K A

4 FI FTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 Supp or ti ng the en vi r o n m e n t a l l y  sound

6 de vel opment and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a

7 natural gas pipeline system.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE SENATE:

9 W H E R E A S  the Senate s tr ongly supports p ol ic ies  that p r o m o t e  econom ic

10 d e v e lo pm en t and diver si fi ca tio n in the state; and

11 W H E R E A S  the e nv ir on mentally sound develop me nt  of the stat e' s vast

12 natural resources offers the most significant op po rtunity for the state to

13 attain th e goal of b r oa de nin g its economic base through eco no mi c develop-

14 ment and diversification; and

15 W H E R E A S  it is widely r ec og n i z e d  that i nc rea si ng  the c ult ur al  and  trade

16 exchange and  dialogue b e t w e e n  the people of the state and the p e o p l e  of the

17 Pacific R i m  nations is high ly  desirable; and

18 W H E R E A S  Japan, South Korea, and T a i w a n  h a d  a c om bi ne d t ra de  surplus

19 w ith the U n i t e d  States of $ 8 1, 00 0,0 00 ,0 00  in 1986; and

20 W H E R E A S  current oil and gas producers at Prudhoe B a y  are re i n j e c t i n g

21 natural gas at a rate of 2 , 6 0 0 , 00 0, 00 0 cubic feet a day becaus e n o  trans-

22 p o r t a t i o n  system exists to m a r k e t  this vas t resource; and

23 W H E R E A S  Japan currently consumes 2 8 ,0 00 ,00 0 metric tons of n a t u r a l  gas

.24 annually; and

25 W H E R E A S  the J a pa n Gas A s s o c i a t i o n  has forecast that J a p a n e s e  n a t u r a l

26 gas c o n s u m p t i o n  will increase to over 42 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  metr ic  tons ann ua l l y  by

27 the y e a r  2000; and

28 W H E R E A S  oil exploration, development, an d p r o d u c t i o n  have  o c c u r r e d  o n

29 the s t a te 's  North Slope w i t h o u t  significant adverse e n v i r o n m e n t a l  effects;

SR0022a -1- SR 22

XT ii'i.i *'■ '■ vr"



r s

1 and

2 W H E R E A S  the T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  System w a s  c onstructed f r o m  Prudhoe

3 Bay  to V a l d e z  without s i g n if ica nt  adver se  env ironmental effects; and

4 W H E R E A S  the improved e x p e r t i s e  in arctic and s ubarctic con st r u c t i o n

5 that was  gained from pr ev i o u s  N o r t h  Slope oil and gas d e v e l o p m e n t  experi-

6 ence has significantly re d u c e d  the cost project io ns  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of

7 a n a t u r a l  gas pipeline; and

8 W H E R E A S  it has b e e n  fo re cas t that o v e r  6,000 A l a s k a n s  w o u l d  be

9 e m p l o y e d  during the last t h re e years of the const ru ct io n of a n a t u r a l  gas

10 p i p e l i n e  and that the p e a k  e mp loy me nt  level w o u l d  be ov e r  10,000;

11 B E  IT R ES OL VED  that the Sena te  strongly supports the e n vi ro nm ent al ly

12 sound development and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n a t u r a l  gas p i p e l i n e  sys te m in

13 o rd er  to provide market acc es s f or  the vast deposits of n a tur al  gas found

14 in the state.
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