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1 IN T H E  SE NA T E  BE NN ET T,  J O S E P H S O N  A N D  ELIASON

2 SEN AT E R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 19

3 IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a S en a t e  Special C o m m i t t e e

6 o n  S u ic id e Prevention.

7 BE IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE SENATE:

8 WH E R E A S  a n  e s t i m a t e d  29,000 p e r s o n s  c o m m i t t e d  suici de in the U n i t e d

9 States in 1984; and

10 W H E R E A S  in  1983 and 1984 t he re  wer e 195 legally d e t e r m i n e d  sui c i d e s  in

11 Alask a;  and

12 W H E R E A S  t h e  suicide rate in the  state is 50 pe r c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  the

13 n a t i o n a l  rate; a nd

14 W H E R E A S  t he suicide rate a m o n g  A l a s k a  Nativ es is four t imes the na-

15 tional rate; a n d

16 W H E R E A S  t h e  suicide rate a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  aged 15 to 24 is m o r e  t h a n

17 three times the  na ti ona l rate for that age group; and

18 W H E R E A S  t h e  suicide rate a m o n g  A l a s k a  Na t i v e  m e n  aged 15 to 24 is m o r e

19 th a n  14 t imes the n at ion al  rate fo r that age group; and

20 W H E R E A S  s u ic id e is the sec on d l e ad in g cause of d eath a m o n g  p e r s o n s

21 a ge d  15 to 24 i n  the U n i t e d  States;

22 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the Sen at e that a Senate Special C o m m i t t e e  on

23 S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  of five members of the Sena te

24 a p p o i n t e d  b y  the  Pres id en t of the Senate, one of w h o m  shall b e  n a m e d  b y  the

25 p r e s i d e n t  to c h a i r  the committee; a n d  be it

26 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m i t t e e  shall s tudy the p r o b l e m  of su i c i d e

27 in the state, es pec i a l l y  a mong A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  and a m o n g  yo un g pe rs o n s ,  and

28 s ha ll  repo rt  its findings and m a y  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the Senate; a nd

29 be it
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1 F U R T H E R  R ES O L V E D  that the c ommittee may m eet during and b e t w e e n

2 sessions of the legislature, and shall terminate u p o n  the convening of the

3 First S e s s i o n  of the Sixt ee nt h A l a s k a  State Legislature.
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