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1 IN THE SENATE BY T HE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 14 (Resources)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF AL A S K A

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 Relating to the Bureau of Land Manage-

6 ment draft Utility Corridor Resource

7 Management Plan.

8 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE:

9 WHEREAS in 1971, PLO 5150 withdrew land for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline

1 0 right-of-way; and

11 WHEREAS the land was wi t h d r a w n  subject to v alid existing rights from

12 all forms of appropriation u n d e r  the public land laws except for the loca-

13 tion of metalliferous metals u nd er  the mining laws; and

14 WHEREAS the land affected by PLO 5150 comprises approximately

15 5,343,300 acres and is known as the Outer Corridor; and

16 WHEREAS PLO 5150 also w it hd r e w  the land in the Outer Corridor from

17 leasing under the mineral leasing laws, from selection by the State of

18 Alaska under the Alaska Statehood Act, and from selection by regional or

19 village corporations under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971;

2 0  and

21 WHEREAS the land in the Outer Corridor was reserved as a utility and

22 transportation corridor u n d e r  sec. 17(c) of the A l a s k a  Native Claims Set-

23 tlement Act in aid of programs of the U.S. Government and of the State of

24 Alaska; and

25 WHEREAS approximately 2,897,520 acres were wit hd raw n from prospecting,

26 location, and purchase u n d e r  the mining laws of the United States and this

27 land is known as the Inner Corridor; and

28 WHEREAS PLO 5150 subjected the land in the Inner Corridor to the

29 authority of the Secretary of the Interior to ma k e  contracts and grant
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1 licenses, pe rmits, ri gh ts-of-way, easements, and  leases o t he r t h a n  m i n e r a l

2 leases u nl e s s  FLO  515 0 was  exp re ss ly mo di fi ed ; and

3 WHER EA S the T r a n s - A l a s k a  oil pi pe l i n e  w a s  b uilt a f t e r  P L O  5150 w a s

4 issued and its c o n s t r u c t i o n  has h a d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  r eg io na l effect and

5 constitutes a  m a j o r  e c o n o m i c  benefi t to the S tate of A l a s k a  and  the U n i t e d

6 States; and

7 WHEREA S in 1980, 90 percent of the 200 p e o p l e  living w i t h i n  the land

8 in the c o r r i d o r  were r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  income from the T r a n s - A l a s k a  pi pel i n e

9 and the r e m a i n d e r  w e r e  involved in m i n i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  activities;

1 0  and

11 W H E R E A S  the D a l t o n  Highway, op ene d by the State of A l a s k a  in 1980, has

1 2 created o pp o r t u n i t i e s  for m in i n g  access as w e l l  as use for recreation; a n d

13 W H E R E A S  there w o u l d  be a sub st ant ia l a n d  b e n e f i c i a l  effect on the

14 economy of th e F a i rb an ks  area if this s i n g u l a r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  link w e r e

15 available f o r  i n c r ea sed  precious and s t r a t e g i c  m i n e r a l  d eve lopment; and

16 W H E R E A S  o p p o r t uni ti es  for r ec rea t i o n a l  use  of the c o r r i d o r  have re-

17 suited fr o m  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of roads, trails, bridges, and similar im-

18 provements witho ut  signif ic an t l o n g -t er m a d v e r s e  effects o n  the environ-

19 m e n t ;

20 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Sen at e st ro n g l y  recom me nd s that the dra ft

21 Utility C o r r i d o r  R e s o u r c e  M an ag e m e n t  P l a n  p r e p a r e d  by the B u r e a u  of L a n d

22 Management, U.S. D ep ar t m e n t  of the Interior, should

23 (1) r e t a i n  as the p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  of the i nn er co rr i d o r  en er g y

24 t r a n s m i s s i o n  for the e xi sting a nd future p i pe li ne s;

25 (2 ) not di scr i m i n a t e  among u s e r s  of the corridor, w h e t h e r  they

26 are guides an d outfitters, r e cre at io na l use rs , miners, res idents of the

27 corridor, o r  the S t a t e  of Alaska;

28 (3) in an y c o n s i d e ra ti on  of a l i m i t a t i o n  o n  trail use by re-

29 quiring a permit, a c k n o wle dg e v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  rights, i n c l u d i n g  t hose of
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1 miners a n d  l o g g e r s ;

2 (A) identify and reserve a tr an spo r t a t i o n  corridor to p r ov id e

3 future acc ess  from the A m b l e r  M i n i n g  D is tr ic t to the D a l t o n  Highway in each 

A draft p l a n  alternative;

5 (5) limit each closure f or  the p r o t e c t i o n  of wildlife lick sites

6 to m i n i n g  o p er ati on s of an are a w i t h i n  the c orridor to an area w i t h  a

7 qu ar te r - m i l e  radius and ea c h  closur e should last only  until alternate

8 mine ra l lick sites occur outside the corridor;

9 (6 ) not designate an a re a  of critical environmental c o nc er n only

10 on the b as is  of scenic values;

1 1 (7) not base the closure of a n  area only o n  agency convenience,

12 p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h i n  the In ner  Corridor, but rat h e r  on the e n g i n ee ri ng

13 r e qu ire me nt s of the pipeline, n o w  a n d  in the future;

IA (8 ) not es tablish as an a rea of critical environmental concern

15 an ar e a  of i mportance for the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and utility needs of the

16 p i p e l i n e  w i t h i n  the corridor;

17 (9) not contain any w i l d e r n e s s  d es ignations;

18 (1 0 ) accept the state's s e l e c t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for 1 ,1 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres

19 of land w i t h i n  the utility corridor, t op fil ed  o n  June 23, 1986, under

20 sec. 906(e) of the Alas ka  Na ti on al Interest L an d  C o n s erv at io n Act and the

21 A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act;

2 2  (1 1 ) include plans to invest p l a n n i n g  an d development funds in

23 r e c r e a t i o n  enhancement s uc h  as w a y s id es , trailheads, boat launch sites, and 

2A c a m p i n g  a r e a s ;

25 (1 2 ) consider d e v e l o p i n g  access into co nse rvation system units in

26 c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the state, the U.S. N ati o n a l  P a r k  Service, and the U.S.

27 F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  Service;

28 (13) consider openi ng th e c o r r i d o r  to oil and gas leasing;

29 (IA) provide for the effec ts o n  s ub si st enc e lifestyle of local
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residents;

(15) include plans to protect threatened and endangered species 

and to enhance £ish habitat.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Donald P. 

Hodel, Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior; to Michael J. 

Penfold, Director of the Bureau of L a n d  Management; and to the Honorable 

Ted Stevens and the Honorable Fr an k Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the 

Honorable Don  Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation 

in Congress.
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