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1 IN T H E  SENATE B T  C O G H I L L  A N D  FAIKS

2 SENATE R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 14

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the B u r e a u  of L a n d  Mana ge-

6 ment d r a f t  U t i l i t y  C orr id or  R eso u r c e

7 M a n a g e m e n t  Plan.

8 BE IT RESOLVED BY T H E  SENATE:

9 WHEREAS in 1971, PL O 5150 w i t h d r e w  l a n d  for the T r a n s - A l a s k a  P ipeline

1 0 right-of-way; and

11 WHEREAS the land was w i t h d r a w n  subject to v a l i d  ex is t i n g  rights from

1 2 all forms of a p p r o p r i a t i o n  u n d e r  the p u b l i c  land laws except for the loca-

13 tion of metalliferous m et a l s  u n d e r  the m i n i n g  laws; and

14 WHEREAS the land a ffe ct ed  by P L O  5150 comprises a p p r o x i ma tel y

15 5,343,300 acres and is k n o w n  as the O u t e r  Corridor; and

16 WHEREAS PLO 5150 also w i t h d r e w  the l a n d  in the O u t e r  C or ri dor  from

17 leasing under the m i n e r a l  leasing laws, f r o m  s e l e ct io n by the State of

18 A l a s k a  under the A l a s k a  Sta te ho od  Act, and  from  s e l e c t i o n  by regional or

19 v i l l a g e  corporations u n d e r  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Claims Settlement Act of 1971;

2 0  and

21 WHEREAS the land in the O u t e r  C o r r i d o r  was r e s e r v e d  as a utili ty  and

22 t ra nsportation c o r r i d o r  u n d e r  sec. 17(c) of  the A l a s k a  Native Claims Set-

23 tlement Act in ai d of pr ogr am s of the U.S. Gove rnm en t and of the State of

24 Alaska; and

25 WHEREAS a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2,897,520 a cr es  wer e w i t h d r a w n  from prospecting,

26 location, and p u r c h a s e  u n d e r  the m i n i n g  laws of the U n i t e d  States and this

27 land is known as the I n ner  Corridor; and

28 WHEREAS PLO 5150 subj ec te d the land in  the I nn er  C or ridor to the

29 authority of the Se cr et ary  of the I n t e r i o r  to m a k e  contracts and grant
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1 licenses, permits, rights-o f- way , easements, and  leases other than m i n e r a l

2 leases u n l e s s  PLO 515 0 was e x p r e s s l y  m o d if ie d;  and

3 W H E R E A S  the T r a n s - A l a s k a  oil p i p e l i n e  w a s  built a f ter  PLO 5150 was

4 issued and its c o n s t r u c t i o n  has ha d a s ub st antial regional effect a nd

5 co nst it ut es  a m a j o r  e c o n o m i c  benefit to the State of A l a s k a  and the U n i t e d

6 States; and

7 W H E R E A S  in 1980, 90 p e r c e n t  of the 200 peo pl e living wi th i n  the land

8 in the c or ri d o r  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  t hei r income from the T r a ns -Al as ka  p i p e l i n e

9 and the r e m ai nd er w e r e  i nv ol v e d  in m i n i n g  a n d  tr an sp or tat io n activities;

1 0 and

11 W H E R E A S  the D a l t o n  H ig hway, open ed by the State of Al as ka in 1980, has

1 2 created o p p o r t un iti es  for m i n i n g  access as we l l  as use for recreation; and

13 W H E R E A S  t here w o u l d  be  a sub sta nt ia l a n d  benefi ci al  effect o n  the

14 economy of the Fa i r b a n k s  a r e a  if this s i n g u l a r  tra ns por ta ti on  link w e r e

15 a v a i l a b l e  for in c r e a s e d  p r e c i o u s  an d s t r a t e g i c  miner al  development; an d

16 W H E R E A S  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for r e c r e a t i o n a l  use of the corridor h a v e  re-

17 suited from the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of roads, trails, bridges, and s i m ila r im-

18 p ro ve m e n t s  withou t si gn ifi ca nt  lo n g - t e r m  a d v e r s e  effects o n  the e nviron-

19 m e n t ;

20 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the Senate s t r o n g l y  recommends that the draft

21 U t i l i t y  Co rr id or  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  p re p a r e d  by the Bureau of L a n d

22 Managem ent , U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of the I nterior, should

23 (1 ) no t d i s c r i m i n a t e  a m on g u s e r s  of the corridor, w h e t h e r  they

24 are guid es  and out fit te rs , r e cr ea ti ona l users, miners, residents of the

25 corridor, or the State o f  Alaska;

26 (2 ) in any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a l i mi ta tio n o n  trail u se  b y  re-

27 q u i r i n g  a permit, a c k n ow le dg e v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  rights, including t h ose  of

28 min er s and loggers;

29 (3) identify and reserve a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  corridor to p r o vi de
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future access from the A m b l e r  Mini ng District to the Dalton Highway in each 

draft pla n alternative;

(4) limit each  closure for the pr otection of wildlife lick sites 

to m i n i n g  operations of an area within the corridor to a n  area w i t h  a 

quarter-raile radius and each closure should last only until alternate 

m i ner al  lick sites occur outside the corridor;

(5 ) not designate an area of critical environmental concern only

o n  the basis of scenic values;

(6 ) not base the closure of an area only on agency convenience,

pa rt icularly within the Inner Corridor, but rather on the engineering 

requirements of the pipeline, now and in the future;

(7 ) not e st ablish as an area of critical environmental concern

an area  of importance for the transportation and utility needs of the 

p ip eline wi th in  the corridor;

(8 ) not contain any wilderness designations;

(9) grant the State of Alaska an opportunity to select land 

w i t h i n  the corridor u n d e r  Section 906 of the Alaska National Interest Lands 

Co ns ervation Act and u nd er  the Statehood Act.

COPIES of this r esolution shall be sent to the Honorable Donald P. 

Hodel, Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior; to Michael J. 

Penfold, Director of the Bureau of Land Management; and to the Honorable 

Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the 

Ho norable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation 

in Congress.
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