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1 IN THE SENATE BY  THE RULES COMM IT TE E

2 CS FOR SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 7 (Rules)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST AT E OF ALAS KA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION

3 Relating to the timber i ndu st ry  in

6 Southeast Alaska.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE:

8 WHEREAS in 1947 the Congress passed the Tongass Timber Act, w h i c h

9 authorized timber sales in the Tongass Na ti on al Forest under the U. S. 

10 Forest Service's policy of creating a timber industry in the T o ng as s N a­

ll tional Forest in order to provide y ear - r o u n d  employment in Southeast

12 Alaska; and

13 WHEREAS, when the Congress passed the A l a s k a  Native Claims Settlement

14 Act (P.L. 92-203) in 1971, the Congress sought to prevent a loss of  jobs in

15 the then existing timber industry of Southeast Alaska by p r o v i d i n g  com-

16 pensating timber for the timber selected by Native corporations; and

17 WHEREAS, when the Congress passed the National Forest Man ag e m e n t  Act

18 (P.L. 94-588) in 1976, the Congress reaffirmed its commitment to maintain-

19 ing timber industry Jobs in the Tongass Na ti o n a l  Forest, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

20 the environmental requirements of the Act; and

21 WHEREAS, when the Congress established wilderness areas in  the Tongass

22 National Forest in sec. 703 of the Alaska Nationa l Interest L an ds  Conserva-

23 tion Act (ANILCA) (P.L. 96-487) the clear intent of the Congress in sec.

24 705 was to maintain employment in the t i m b e r  industry that depends o n

25 national forest timber at the same level as before the passage of the Act;

26 and

27 WHEREAS employment in the dependent t i m b e r  industry is not at the same

28 level as before the passage of ANILCA b e c a u s e  more than 1,000 jobs ha v e

29 been lost in the timber industry since that time; and
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1 W H E R E A S  th* Congress has e st a b l i s h e d  in sec. 70S of A N I L C A  a fundi ng

2 m e c h a n i s m  to en su r e  that e mpl o y m e n t  in the dependent timber in dustry is
\

3 maintained; and

A W H ER EAS  the U.S. Forest S e r v i c e  has fa i l e d  to spend the funds that it

5 ha d reque st ed  and that were a u t h o r i z e d  by the Congress for p r e r o a d i n g  in

6 the Tong ass  N a t i o n a l  Forest; a n d

7 WHERE AS  the A l a s k a  Senate be lieves that the U.S. Forest Service should

8 h on or  the commitments made to t i m b e r  industry -r el at ed employm en t in the

9 T o n g a s s  N at ion al  Forest by Congress;

10 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  Senate r es pectfully requests that the

11 U.S. Forest Serv ic e immediately provide the full amount of p r e r o a d  fundi ng

12 and the full amount of int en si ve m anagement funding pro m i s e d  u n d e r  sec. 705

13 of ANILCA; an d be it

14 FURTHE R R E S O L V E D  that the tim be r bas e established b y  A N I L C A  ' and the

15 T o n ga ss  L and Mana ge me nt P la n  f o r  renewable timber harves ts  be m a i n t a i n e d

16 a l o n g  w i t h  th e timber harvest level of 4 , 5 0 0 , 00 0,0 00  b oa rd feet p e r  deca de

17 as m a n d a t e d  b y  sec. 705 of A N I LCA ; and be it

18 FURTH ER  RE SO L V E D  that if t h e  Congress decides to amend sec. 705 of

19 ANILCA, it r e v i e w  each of the o t h e r  components of the Tongass c om pr o m i s e  so

2 0  that the issue m ay  be p r e s e n t e d  in a co mp rehensive manner; and be it

21 FURTH ER  RE SO L V E D  that the Al as ka  Sen at e respectfully reques ts  that the
1

22 Congress hol d  hearings in the state b ef o r e  it makes any amendm en ts  to secs.
I

23 703 or 705 of ANILCA.

24 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sent to Da l e  R obertson, C hief of
!

25 the U.S. Forest Service; an d t o  the H o n o r a b l e  Ted Stevens and  the Ho n o r a b l e

26 F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Ho n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. Repre-
i

27 sentative, m e mb ers  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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