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1 IN THE SENATE BY  THE R ESOURCES C O M M ITT EE

2 CS FO R SENATE R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 (Resources)

3 IN TH E L EGISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF  AL AS KA

4 FIF T E E N T H  L E G I SL AT URE  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the timber industry in

6 Southeast Alaska.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY T H E  SENATE:

8 WHERE AS in 1947 the Congress p a s s e d  the Tongass Timber Act, w h i c h

9 authorized timber sales in the Tongass N at io nal  Forest under the U. S. 

10 Forest Service's p o l i c y  of creating a timber industry in the Tongass N a ­

ll tional Forest in o r d e r  to provide y e a r - r o u n d  employment in Southeast

12 Alaska; and

13 WHEREAS, w h e n  the Congress passed the A l a s k a  Native Claims Settlement

14 Act (P.L. 92-203) i n  1971, the Congress sought to prevent a loss of jobs in

15 the then existing ti mbe r industry of Southeast A la s k a  by providing com-

16 pensating timber for  the timber sel ected by N a t i v e  corporations; and

17 WHEREAS, w h e n  the Congress p as s e d  the N a t i o n a l  Forest Management Ac t

18 (P.L. 94-588) in 1976, the Congress r ea ff i r m e d  its commitment to mai nta in -

19 ing timber industry jobs in the Tongass Na ti o n a l  Forest, n o t wi th sta nd in g

20 the environmental requirements of the Act; and

21 WHEREAS, w h e n  the Congress es tab li sh ed  w il de rn ess  areas in the T o nga ss

22 National Forest in sec. 703 of the A l a s k a  Na ti o n a l  Interest Lands Conserva-

23 tion Act (ANILCA) (P.L. 96-487) the clear intent of the Congress in sec.

24 705 was to m a i n t a i n  employment in the ti mb er  industry that depend s o n

25 national forest ti mb e r  at the same level as b ef o r e  the passage of the Act;

26 and

27 WHEREAS employment in the dependent ti mb er  industry is not at the same

28 level as before the passage of A N I L C A  b e c au se mor e  than 1,000 jobs h a v e

29 been lost in the timber industry since that time; and
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1 WHEREAS the Congress has established in sec. 705 of A N I L C A  a funding

2 mechanism to ensure that employment in the dependent timber industry is

3 maintained; and

4 WHEREAS the U.S. Forest Service has failed to spend the funds that it

5 had requested and that were authorized by the Congress for preroading in

6 the Tongass National Forest; and

7 WHEREAS the Al a s k a  Senate believes that the U.S. Forest Service should

8 honor the commitments made to timber industry-related employment in the

9 Tongass National Forest by Congress;

10 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Senate respectfully requests that the

11 U.S. Forest Service immediately provide the full amount of preroad funding

12 and the full amount of intensive management funding p ro mised under sec. 705

13 of ANILCA; and be it
v <-*■

14 FURTHER RESOLVED that the timber base established by AN I L C A  and the

15 Tongass Land Management P lan for renewable ti mbe r harvests be m aintained

16 along w i t h  the timber harvest level of 4,500,000,000 b oard feet per decade

17 as mandated by sec. 705 of ANILCA; and be it

18 FURTHER R ES OLVED that the timber supply of 4,500,000,000 board feet

19 per decade mandated by sec. 705 of ANILCA be maintained; and  be it

20 FURTHER R ES OLVED that if the Congress decides to am end  sec. 705 of

21 ANILCA, it review ea c h  of the other components of the Tongass conq>romise so

2 2  that the issue may be presented in a comprehensive manner; and be it

23 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ala sk a Senate respectfully requests that the

24 Congress hol d hearings in the state before it makes any amendments to secs.

25 703 or 705 of ANILCA.

26 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to Dale Robertson, C hief of

27 the U.S. Forest Service; and to the Honorable T ed  Stevens and the H on orable

28 Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Repre-

r""
29 sentative, members of the Ala ska  delegation i n  Congress. ^
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